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Focus on 
a country

Two talks will look at Haiti, its people and its needs.
Page 1B

Stabbing reported
in motel incident

State ports pull out of slump
Morehead City facility recognized for three years without accident

Woodchips are piled up at the N.C. Port of Morehead City in this 
file photo. The commodity, a product of Eastern North Carolina’s 
forestry industry, helped the State Ports Authority earn a modest 
profit for the year ended June 30. (Mark Hibbs photo)

BY MARK HIBBS
NEWS-TIMES

MOREHEAD CITY — The 
acting head of the State Ports 
Authority came here to celebrate 
this week, marking three years 
without an accident at the facil-
ity here and touting the achieve-
ments that led to the ports’ first 
profitable year since 2008. 

The authority, which is head-
quartered in Wilmington, posted 
losses of $4.3 million for 2009, 
$6 million for 2010 and $3.5 
million for 2011.

Jeff Strader, the State Ports 
Authority’s interim executive 

director and chief financial offi-
cer, lunched on Thursday with 
employees at the N.C. Port of 
Morehead City. He also spoke 
in a phone interview with the 
News-Times about the earn-
ings report released earlier this 
week. 

The authority posted 
increased cargo movement and 
operating revenues for the fiscal 
year ending June 30, compared 
to last year, with gross rev-
enues increased 7 percent and a 
$394,000 net profit for the year.

“It’s been a good year,” 
Mr. Strader said, who was put 

in charge last year when the 
Legislature placed the authority 
under the control of the N.C. 
Department of Transportation 
and then-CEO Tom Eagar was 
fired. 

“We’re pleased with the per-
formance of our employees and 
the organization as a whole.”

While he called the prof-
it “modest,” he said it was a 
trend.

“Even with modest profits, 
it better equips us to look at 
expansion opportunities in the 
future,” he said. “A position of 
financial strength is good. We 

couldn’t have turned the ship 
the way we did, going from 
last year, without a collaborative 
effort across the organization.”

Mr. Strader said the employ-
ee safety record here – three 
years without an accident – and 
the growth of new business in 
Morehead City were significant 
factors in the improved perfor-
mance. 

“That achievement says a 
tremendous amount about the 
workforce here in Morehead and 
how it has always prided itself 

See Port / Page 2A

No decision on charter school;
judge awaits more documents

BY CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT — Cape 
Lookout Marine Science High 
School in Morehead City will 
have to wait until at least the 
second week of August to find 
out whether it will be able to 
open for the 2012-13 academic 
year.

During an administrative hear-
ing held Thursday in the superior 
courtroom in the courthouse, the 
charter school appealed a deci-
sion made July 11 by the State 
Board of Education to revoke 

the school’s charter because of 
financial concerns, including a 
more than $55,000 shortfall.

State legislation requires char-
ter schools to prove they have 
the financial means to operate. 
The school, which has the high-
est dropout rate in the state, has 
been in and out of legal proceed-
ings with state educators for the 
last two years.

Administrative Law Judge 
Donald Overby of Raleigh made 
no decision Thursday.

Several students who attend-
ed the hearing in support of their 

school listened as state officials 
argued for closure and charter 
school officials defended the 
program. 

“Cape Lookout has done a 
lot for me, so I’m here because 
I plan to do a lot for Cape 
Lookout,” said Tabitha Byrd, 
who will be a senior, as she sat 
in the courtroom and listened to 
the proceedings.

Brittany Hart, who will also 
be a senior, agreed.

“It’s a great school and good 
See School / Page 4A

New vessel to aid Coast Guard’s efforts
BY HELEN OUTLAND

NEWS-TIMES
EMERALD ISLE — A new 

45-foot vessel will help the U.S. 
Coast Guard patrol the waters 
here.

Station Emerald Isle took 
delivery of the 45-foot boat on 
July 12 and demonstrated its 
abilities to the media this week.

The state-of-the-art search 

and rescue and law enforcement 
vessel is the first of its kind in 
the Coast Guard’s 5th District, 
which includes North Carolina.

The new design, which sports 
more power and new technol-
ogy, will allow greater response 
capability than what crews now 
get from the aging fleet of 41-

See Boat / Page 2A

U.S. Coast Guard Station Emerald Isle Chief Petty Officer 
Rob Lepere demonstrates Wednesday use of the new vessel 
that has a  computerized panel. (Helen Outland photo)

BY HELEN OUTLAND
NEWS-TIMES

ATLANTIC BEACH — A 
Goldsboro man is charged with 
stabbing an Oceanana Motel 
employee in an argument 
Thursday.

Eddie F. Day, 71, is charged 
with assault with a deadly weap-
on with intent to kill inflict-
ing serious injury and reckless 
operation of a motor vehicle. 
He remains in the county jail 

in Beaufort with bond set at 
$25,000.

He was initially charged with 
assault with a deadly weapon 
inflicting serious injury but 
the charge was changed to the 
more serious count because 
the victim’s injuries were more 
severe than initially suspected, 
according to investigating offi-
cer Capt. Shawn Reame.

See Stabbing / Page 4A

Cape Lookout Marine Science High School students wait for the judge to speak during an administrative hearing held 
Thursday at the County Courthouse in Beaufort regarding revocation of the school’s charter. (Cheryl Burke photo)

A supporter wears a button 
in support of the school during 
the hearing regarding revoca-
tion of the school’s charter. 
(Cheryl Burke photo)

Sheraton OKs
parking plan
for 250 spots
Atlantic Beach works out agreement

BY MIKE SHUTAK
NEWS-TIMES

ATLANTIC BEACH — 
This Bogue Banks town just got 
a boost of more than 250 park-
ing spaces for ocean access.

The town has reached an 
agreement with the Sheraton to 
open the now-
closed facil-
ity’s parking 
lots that border 
the Atlantic 
Ocean.

The agree-
ment will 
provide more 
than 250 park-
ing spaces in 
the lots on the 
east side of the 
hotel for con-
venient beach 
access at the 
west end of 
town adjacent 
to Pine Knoll 
Shores. Mayor 
Trace Cooper 
announced the 
agreement this 
morning. 

“We are 
very excited 
to open these 
parking spaces 
and make them available to the 
public with over one half of our 
summer season still ahead of 
us,” he said. 

The lots open today. After an 
initial period of free parking, the 
town will include the lots in its 
paid parking program, but there 
will be no charge for town resi-
dents who display their town-

issued re-entry passes and those 
with seasonal parking passes.

The 200-room Sheraton is 
Bogue Banks’ largest hotel.

It has been closed since the 
end of August of last year as 
a result of storm damage from 
Hurricane Irene.

“We truly 
a p p r e c i a t e 
the manager, 
HHM, who 
on behalf of 
its owners has 
c o o p e r a t e d 
with the Town 
of Atlantic 
Beach to be an 
active stake-
holder in the 
community in 
working with 
us to open 
these east-
side lots for 
public access 
while the 
hotel remains 
closed,” the 
mayor said. 
“We were 
approached by 
numerous mer-
chants from 
the west end of 
town who had 

seen their business decline due 
to the closure of the hotel to see 
if there was anything we could 
do to help.”

Mr. Cooper said the mer-
chants suggested getting the 
parking lots back open. David 
Walker, town manager, nego-

See Sheraton / Page 3A

Free parking for beach-
goers is available today 
through October at the 
Atlantic Beach Sheraton, 
shown here. The hotel has 
been closed since Hurricane 
Irene in August 2011. (Mark 
Hibbs photo)
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