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Carteret County

NEWS-TIMES

TIDES Wednesday, Feb. 1
Low:  11:20 am 10:48 pm
High:  4:41 am  4:59 pm

Sunday, Feb. 5
Low:  12:57 am 1:54 pm
High:  7:28 am  7:41 pm

Saturday, Feb. 4
Low:  12:18 am 1:21 pm
High:  6:51 am  7:05 pm

Friday, Feb. 3
Low:  ------- 12:45 pm
High:  6:12 am  6:27 pm

Thursday, Feb. 2
Low:  12:05 pm 11:35 pm
High:  5:29 am  5:46 pm

Wednesday, Feb. 1, 2023 Vol. 112 - No.10 Published Wednesday and Weekends

Coastal Living
PKS Aquarium offers spring 
camps for children, 8A

Sports
Croatan sweeps conference swim 
championships for fourth consecutive year, 6A

u editor’s note - 
obituaries and memorials are on page 3a

ATLANTIC BEACH

BEAUFORT

ab council picks new town manager after in-depth search

Beaufort chief addresses death 
of Tyre Nichols at hands of police

by the numbersstates & federal funding
1) virginia

 $10,301
2) kentucky

 $9,145
3) new mexico

  $8,692
4) west virginia

 $7,283
5) alaska

 $7,048
6) mississippi

  $6,880
7) alabama

 $6,694
8) maryland

 $6,035
9) maine

 $5,572
10) hawaii

 $6,035

states with highest federal funding per resident 

1) california
 $12

2) colorado
  $95

3) nebraska
 $164

4) washington
 $184

5) new hampshire
  $234

6) utah
 $296

7) texas
 $304

8) illinois
 $364

9) wisconsin
  $536

10) wyoming
  $670

states with lowest federal funding per resident 

*north carolina is 22nd highest in federal funding per resident with $3,358 per resident

1) maryland
 $87,063

2) new jersey
 $85,245

states with highest median household income

3) massachusetts
 $84,385

4) hawaii
 $83,173

*north carolina is 39th highest in medIan household Income

BRAD RICH
NEWS-TIMES

In a brief special meet-
ing Monday morning in the 
town hall off West Fort Macon 
Boulevard, the Atlantic Beach 
Council voted 5-0 to hire John 
O’Daniel as the town’s next 
manager, effective March 6.

Mayor Trace Cooper said 
O’Daniel, 32, has about a 
decade of experience in local 
government in North Carolina 
and Virginia. Most recently, he 

was manager in 
Richlands, Va., 
beginning in 
March 2021.

He will 
replace David 
Walker who 
in May 2022 
announced his 
pending retire-
ment after about 

15 years in the position.
Mayor Cooper said during 

the meeting O’Daniel stood 

out in interviews and recom-
mendations as “a leader but not 
a micromanager” and someone 
who “thinks outside the box. We 
(the council) will do our best to 
stay out of the way and let the 
professionals run things,” the 
mayor added.

Mayor Cooper said it was 
important to the council that 
O’Daniel has North Carolina 
roots and has experience in 
management in the coastal 
region of North Carolina. He 

was town administrator in Wil-
liamston in Martin County for 
about 2 1/2 years and in Bladen-
boro in Bladen County for about 
three years, so he understands 
coastal issues.

In a news release Monday, 
the town said that when asked 
about his role as town manager, 
O’Daniel stated, “I have previ-
ous experience working for mu-
nicipalities in the eastern part of 

O’DANIEL

See MANAGER Page 2A

MATTHEW ADKINS
NEWS-TIMES

As protesters across the country speak out against police brutality following the death of 
29-year-old Tyre Nichols in Memphis, Tenn., similar calls to end the use of excessive force 
were heard from the Beaufort Police Department.

In a prepared statement released via the department’s social media, Beaufort Police Chief 
Paul Burdette Jr. called the act “senseless” and “completely preventable.”

“There are no excuses for the actions and complete disregard shown for the life of Tyre,” 
Burdette said. “Police chiefs across the country have made the same pledge to their commu-
nities that I have made to you, that it is my duty and honor to keep you safe and protect you.”

The topic of police-civilian relations and public safety was again thrust into the national 
eye after videos released Jan. 27 by the city of Memphis showed Nichols was repeatedly 
kicked, punched and hit with batons by fi ve offi cers following a Jan. 7 traffi c stop.

Nichols died three days later due to injuries sustained in a “use-of-force incident with of-
fi cers,” according to the Tennessee Bureau of Investigation.

The offi cial police report describes Nichols as a combative subject who “started to fi ght” 
with offi cers and reached for their gun, however, video evidence collected from police body 
cameras and street surveillance cameras show a vastly different situation with Nichols never 
appearing to fi ght back as he is severely beaten.

The Memphis Police Department has already fi red and charged fi ve offi cers with murder 
for the beating. Two more offi cers have also been suspended.

In addition, two emergency medical technicians and a fi re lieutenant who responded to the 
scene were fi red for violating multiple policies.

In his statement Friday, Burdette characterized the slaying as a failure to fulfi ll the prom-
ise sworn by police offi cers to protect the sanctity of life.

“What I witnessed tonight was a grotesque display of power in the hands of individuals 
abusing the sacred role they held in their community,” Burdette said.

While Nichols’ murder marks the latest high-profi le instance of death from excessive 
force in recent years, Burdette also acknowledged a similar outrage felt after George Floyd 
died on May 25, 2020 in Minnesota.

Floyd, an unarmed black man, was killed after white Minneapolis, Minn. police offi cer 
Derek Chauvin pressed his knee into Floyd’s neck for more than 8 minutes as he repeatedly 
said he couldn’t breathe.

This prompted nationwide protests and demonstrations against police brutality and sys-
tematic racism.

In Beaufort, peaceful protests in the streets drew nearly 100 people despite the novel 
threat of COVID-19.

Many protesters were observed carrying signs proclaiming “Black Lives Matter” and 
other declarations calling for racial equality and societal change.

“The community dialogue and demonstrations held here locally in Beaufort following 
the death of George Floyd provided insight and a common ground,” Burdette said. “We all 
demand an end to law enforcement’s use of excessive force. The light and hope that broke 
through these conversations was the understanding that those actions, those types of offi cers 
and that abusive culture do not exist here. It will never be tolerated, and that is a promise.”

‘My heart is heavy’

Beaufort Police Chief Paul Burdette Jr. reads a prepared statement from his desk Friday, Jan. 27 
regarding the death of 29-year-old Tyre Nichols of Memphis, Tenn. In his speech, Burdette decries the 
slaying of Nichols and speaks against all forms of police brutality.

ATLANTIC BEACH

BRAD RICH
NEWS-TIMES

Atlantic Beach earlier this month 
took a concrete step toward beginning 
construction of the planned oceanfront 
boardwalk redevelopment projected.

The town posted on its website a 
request for qualifi cations (RFQ) from 
contractors interested in building the 
project.

An RFQ is a document that asks 
potential suppliers or vendors to detail 
their background and experience provid-
ing a specifi c good or service. In this 
case, the buyer is only concerned about 
the vendor’s skills and experience. It is 
often followed by an RFP, a request for 
proposals.

The RFQ states it is for a $3.5 million 
project that would be constructed in three 
phases. The fi rst phase would consist 
of construction of the upper and lower 
boardwalks as well as some shade struc-
tures and the installation of infrastructure 
needed for future phases.

Phase II will likely consist of a new 
bathhouse and adjacent improvements, 
and Phase III would consist of improve-
ments to the park area at the center of the 
boardwalk, which will likely include a 
pavilion structure, plaza areas and seat-
ing.

The deadline for RFQs from contrac-
tors is noon on Wednesday, Feb. 15.

Atlantic Beach Mayor Trace Cooper 
said Monday he expects construction 
to begin in fall or winter of this year. 
Originally, there were thoughts of begin-
ning in January, but the mayor said the 
concrete under the existing boardwalk 
has not deteriorated as much as offi cials 
originally believed, obviating the need to 
start right away.

The goal of the town is to choose a 

This is an artist’s rendering of a portion of 
the planned oceanfront boardwalk redevel-
opment project in the Circle   Development 
District in Atlantic Beach (Contributed photo)

AB requests 
qualifications 
from contractors 
interested in 
boardwalk

See PROJECT Page 2A
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