
Carteret County

NEWS-TIMES
Relay for 
Life

Find the sched-
ule of events for 
Saturday’s American 
Cancer Society 
Relay for Life of 
Carteret-Craven 
in a supplement in 
today’s edition.

Page 9A
Vol. 108-No. 112 Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2019 75¢

Published Sunday, Wednesday and Friday

www.carolinacoastonline.com ©Carteret Publishing Co., Inc.

Daylight Saving Time at Beaufort Bar Troy Tremain, Swansboro

Joseph Williams, Hertford

Jean Mason, Newport News, Va.

Thelma Bayliss, Havelcok

Rebecca Milam, Newport

Rosemary Mormann, Newport

Guion Garner Jr., Davis

(Obituaries on Page 3A)

Forecast Inside Tides Deaths

Low

High

Wed., Sept. 18 Thurs., Sept. 19

Editorials .....................6-7A

Sports ........................9-12B

Coastal Living .............1-4B

Puzzles ........................... 3B

Business Pulse .............. 5B

Public Notices ................ 7B

Classified Ads ................ 8B

Sunny

High: 75 
Low: 63

Thursday
Sunny

Wednesday High: 76
Low: 64

Gregory Shoemaker, Swansboro

Marie Roawden, Morehead City

Amber Weis, Havelock

Alan Johnston, Morehead City

Beatrice Washington, Beaufort

Mary Ellen Box, Newport
10:52 a.m.
11:06 p.m.

4:35 a.m.
5:09 p.m.

11:34 a.m. 
11:47 p.m.

5:10 a.m.
5:55 p.m.

BY ELISE CLOUSER
NEWS-TIMES

MOREHEAD CITY 

— The N.C. Department of 
Transportation has put two 
high-profile Carteret County 
projects on hold due to a 
statewide funding shortfall 
within the department.

NCDOT Division 2 and 
3 Communications Officer 
Lauren Haviland confirmed 
in an email to the News-
Times that work has been 
suspended on the Bridges 
Street extension project and 
the Newport River bridge-
widening project. Both proj-

ects, as well as several oth-
ers throughout the state, are 
still expected to be carried 
out eventually, but engineers 
are not actively working on 
them at this time.

According to the 2020-
29 Statewide Transportation 
Improvement Program, 
which the State Board of 
Transportation formally 
adopted this month, right-
of-way acquisition for the 
Bridges Street extension 
project is expected to begin 
in 2022 and construction 
will start in 2025, one year 
later than projected in the 

2018-27 STIP. However, 
Ms. Haviland said with the 
project on hold, a preferred 
alternative route will not be 
selected at this time. 

Selection of a preferred 
alternative for the Bridges 
Street project has been 
delayed several times over 
the past couple of years. 
Originally, engineers 
planned to choose the pre-
ferred alternative sometime 
last year, but public feed-
back on the routes made 
them reevaluate the options 

DOT suspends work
on extension, bridge

See NCDOT / Page 4A

BY DEAN-PAUL 

STEPHENS
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BEAUFORT — In an attempt to pre-
pare local residents for the 2020 census, 
federal officials have started their rounds 
in Carteret County and other communi-
ties. 

During county commissioners Monday 
regular session, census bureau representa-
tive Demoris Thomas spoke with com-
missioners about the process. 

“The Census (Bureau) is the premier 
data collection agency for the United 
States Government,” Mr. Thomas said, 
adding that Census Day is Wednesday, 
April 1. 

Commissioners followed Mr. Thomas’ 
talk with a resolution in support of the 
2020 census. 

“Carteret County is committed to 
ensuring every resident is counted,” reads 
a portion of Monday’s resolution. “A 
united voice from business, government, 
community-based and faith-based organi-
zations, educators, media, and others will 
enable the 2020 Census message to reach 
more of our residents.” 

The census, which occurs every 10 
years, is a combined effort of the federal, 
state and local governments to count the 
population of the United States. 

US Census
workers aim
to boost local
participation 
Online offering aimed at 

increasing response

See Census / Page 4A
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EMERALD ISLE —The 
town, with help, has finished 
picking up construction and 
demolition debris from pub-
lic right-of-ways near where 
a tornado touched down and 
destroyed or damaged many 
homes and several businesses 
Sept. 5 as Hurricane Dorian 
approached the county.

Town Manager Matt Zapp 
said Tuesday that town public 
works crews, aided by personnel 
and equipment from the cities 
of New Bern and Jacksonville 
and from Sunland Builders of 
Newport, removed 450 tons of 
debris, beginning Sept. 11 and 
wrapping up Sunday.

It’s now up to property own-
ers to handle their own debris, 
but town officials said they will 

continue to do everything they 
can to help.

“This level of mutual aid is 
simply amazing,” Mr. Zapp said 
of the cleanup effort augmented 
by the local businesses and near-
by municipalities in Onslow and 
Craven counties.

“The entire community of 
Emerald Isle rallied. The town 
(public works) staff, local resi-
dents and businesses joined 

forces,” he said.
Lowe’s Home Improvement 

in Cape Carteret donated mate-
rials, such as gloves, totes, 
buckets and safety glasses, for 
the cleanup, and Emerald Isle 
residents donated lunches to 
the workers at times during the 
effort.

The tornado, which the 
National Weather Service has 

Town wraps up tornado cleanup

Boardwalk RV Park residents Jim and Janis McDaniel clear debris Tuesday from the area as private cleanup efforts are 
underway in Emerald Isle after a tornado touched down Sept. 5. (Dylan Ray photo)

See Cleanup/ Page 5A
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This story is part of an 
ongoing anniversary series 
on Hurricane Florence, 
which struck in September 
2018, and the storm’s lin-
gering effects on Carteret 
County and its residents.

EMERALD ISLE — 

One year ago last week, days 
after Hurricane Florence 
had come and gone, portions 
of this westernmost town 
on Bogue Banks were still 
underwater.

Some areas in the Coast 
Guard Road corridor 

received as much as 30 inch-
es of rain from the devastat-
ing storm, causing streets to 
look live rivers. Stormwater 
retention ponds, especially 
in the Land’s End develop-
ment, overflowed and inun-
dated private property for 
weeks.

The town faced millions 
of dollars in debris remov-
al and infrastructure repair 
costs, and despite healthy 
reserves, officials were wor-
ried about making financial 
ends meet.

While Florence is still 
fresh in the minds of resi-
dents and officials, things 

have mostly returned to nor-
mal. Overall, Mayor Eddie 
Barber said, Emerald Isle 
and its residents have done a 
great job during recovery.

“Emerald Isle is back in 
business,” he said. “We’ve 
tried to be very positive, 
to get that message out. 
Everyone has worked hard, 
worked together.” 

According to Town 
Manager Matt Zapp, dam-
aged roads have been 
repaired, mangled street 
signs have been replaced, 
most damaged town-owned 

Mayor: Emerald Isle 
now ‘back in business’

See EI / Page 4A

Fran Welch, head custodian of First Baptist 
Church in Morehead City, sweeps a section of 
the church’s education building Tuesday that was 
damaged during Hurricane Florence. (Cheryl Burke 
photo)

BY CHERYL BURKE
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This story is part of an 

ongoing anniversary series 

on Hurricane Florence, 

which struck in September 

2018, and the storm’s lin-

gering effects on Carteret 

County and its residents.

Churches continue repairs
HARKERS ISLAND 

— It’s been one year since 
churches across the county 
felt the harsh impacts of 
Hurricane Florence.

From Down East to 
Morehead City, many con-
gregations are still unable 
to meet in their sanctuaries, 
which were destroyed by 
heavy rains, winds and flood-
water from the Category 1 
storm that struck the county 
Sept. 13-14, 2018.

It’s common to see pas-
tors, like Pastor Manley 
Rose of Refuge Fellowship 
Church on Harkers Island, 
wearing tool belts and 
aprons as they help repair 
their buildings. 

Pastor Rose’s church had 
an estimated $200,000 worth 
of damage when rain came 

See Church / Page 5A

Railroad tracks head west from the crossing at Bridges Street Extension toward 
Wildwood and Newport. The state has suspended a planned endeavor to extend 
Bridges Street by about 3 miles. (Dylan Ray photo) 

Recovery from Hurricane Florence ongoing
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