
N.C. moves forward with private flood insurance options
BY ELISE CLOUSER
NEWS-TIMES

RALEIGH — North Carolina 
could become one of the first states 
to offer private flood insurance 
policies for homeowners as an al-
ternative to the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency’s National 
Flood Insurance Program.

State Insurance Commissioner 
Mike Causey said during a March 
12 meet-and-greet event with coun-
ty leaders that the state Department 
of Insurance is working with the 
N.C. Rate Bureau, an independent 
entity which represents insurance 
companies to develop the new 
policies. 

In a March 2 letter to member 
companies, the NCRB said it is in 
the process of introducing the rates, 
rules and forms for flood insurance 
policies designed for the residential 
market. 

“The Rate Bureau’s private flood 
insurance program is intended to 
provide a long term, quality flood 
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N.C. Insurance Commissioner Mike Causey talks to county leaders during a meet-and-greet March 12 in 
Morehead City about efforts to develop  private flood insurance policies for North Carolina homeowners. 
(Elise Clouser photo)

insurance solution for the 
state of North Carolina that is 
accepted by lenders and offers 
residential flood insurance 
coverage equal to or greater 

than the current NFIP policy,” 
the letter reads, in part.

As Mr. Causey noted, 
most standard homeown-
ers’ insurance policies do not 

cover losses due to flooding, 
so people wanting to protect 
their residential property from 
floods must purchase a  

See Flood / Page 8A

Shelterjugglessafetywithadoptionofanimals

BALANCING 

BY CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

NEWPORT — While the County Hu-
mane Society and Animal Shelter is limiting 
access to its facilities due to the novel 
coronavirus outbreak, the organization is 
still allowing pet adoptions.

“People need to make appointments 
ahead of time and we only allow one family 
or two people in at a time so we can sanitize 
between visits,” shelter Assistant Manager 
Cassandra Tupaj said Monday. “We are no 
longer taking owner-surrender pets at this 
time to cut down on the number of people 
coming in.”

She added that staff and volunteers will 
continue to care for the shelter animals. She 
emphasized, however, the shelter cannot 
take new volunteers at this time.

“I know people are wanting to come 

out, but we want people to stay safe and 
healthy,” she said.

The shelter is still accepting donations of 
pet food and supplies, and those should be 
dropped off outside of the shelter gate.

With many people currently staying at 
home, Ms. Tupaj said now is a perfect time 
to adopt an animal or consider fostering.

“Right now, people have plenty of time 
to stay at home and spend with a new pet 
and get to know them,” she said. “If you 
adopt a puppy, you have more time to train 
them.”

She added that several animals have been 
adopted over the past few weeks, but the 
shelter is filled with many more needing 
homes.

Will and Marcelle Allred of Sneads Ferry 
were among those who made an appoint-
ment to look at cats and kittens Monday.

“He’s a Marine and I work from home,” 
Ms. Allred said. “I’ve always wanted a cat, 
and with him being home right now, we 
thought it would be a great time to adopt.”

Those coming to look at animals should 
wait in their vehicles outside of the gate 
until their appointment time. They can call 
to let the workers know they are waiting. 

A shelter worker, who will apply hand 
sanitizer on the hands of the visitors, will 
let the families in.

Those interested in making an appoint-
ment should call the humane society during 
business hours, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday-
Friday or 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturdays, at 
252-247-7744.

Contact Cheryl Burke at 252-726-7081, 
ext. 255; email Cheryl@thenewstimes.com; 
or follow on Twitter @cherylccnt.

CARTERET COUNTY

ACT

ABOVE, LEFT: Puppies up for adoption Monday at County Humane Society Animal Shelter in Newport peer out of a kennel. ABOVE, RIGHT: A dog looks 
out of its kennel Monday at the County Humane Society Animal Shelter in Newport as it waits for someone to adopt it. TOP, LEFT: County Humane 
Society and Animal Shelter Assistant Manager Cassandra Tupaj applies hand sanitizer on the hands of Will and Marcelle Allred of Sneads Ferry as they 
prepare to enter the shelter to look at adopting a cat or kitten Monday. TOP, RIGHT: County Humane Society Animal Shelter worker Ashley Iannizzaro car-
ries a puppy that was adopted Monday. (Cheryl Burke Photos)
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Market at Cedar Point 
uses donations to provide

The Market at Cedar Point 
is being swamped – by people 
shopping and by folks donating 
money and gift cards to help 
buy food.

Mary Miller, one of the own-
ers of the business at 1046 
Highway 24, said the market 
announced last week it would 
let people who have lost their 
jobs due to  novel coronavirus 
pandemic shop for groceries 
on credit.
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Martha’s Mission serves 
family, needs supplies

Taquilla Banta of Beaufort 
and her four children waited 
in line Wednesday at Martha’s 
Mission Cupboard, which con-
tinues to serve food to families 
struggling financially, including 
those hit by the effects of the 
coronavirus pandemic.

Martha’s Mission Manager 
Ginger Wade said she’s seen 
an increase in people needing 
help since the novel corona-
virus has led to many county 
businesses temporarily closing 
or laying off staff.
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INSIDE TIDES DEATHS
Clayton Howard, Montana
Danny Edwards, Stella
Susan Henderson, Cape 
Carteret
Yamilet Lorenzo Zurita
David Riches, Morehead City
Iwona Dickerson, Beaufort

Marine labs close, make 
adjustments for outbreak

As the coronavirus outbreak 
continues to spur agencies, 
organizations and institutes to 
ramp up safety measures, local 
marine labs are locking down 
and turning to virtual classes. 

In Carteret County, there 
are three university-affiliated 
marine research labsand one 
federal facility, the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration Southeast Fisheries 
Science Center, which houses 
staff from the National Marine 
Fisheries Service and the Na-
tional Ocean Service. 
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Man arrested for shooting 
into occupied vehicle

Carteret County 
sheriff’s deputies 
Friday arrested 
Anthony Andrew 
Luna, 24, of Wilson 
for breaking and 
entering a building 
and discharging 
a weapon into an occupied 
vehicle.

Witnesses reported seeing a 
man firing a handgun numer-
ous times as he was walking 
out of the community center on 
the park property.
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Golf: the 
ultimate 
social-

distancing 
sport
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Timothy Gillikin, Otway
Francis Davis Sr., More-
head City
Muriel Salter, Newport
Oscar Castro, Gloucester
Marlena Rowe, Newport
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