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Daylight Saving Time at Beaufort Bar Charlie Lewis, Louisburg
Robert Padgett, Cedar Point
Sean Lewis, Havelock
Dora Bell, Morehead City
William Brayboy, Hubert
Christopher Jones, Peletier
Sherri Glancy, Morehead City

(Obituaries on Page 3A)
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MaST supporters appeal for help
Ask BOE to lobby General Assembly for school funding

The weigh station crew at Big Rock Landing in Morehead City hoist the tournament-leading 588.9-pound blue marlin caught by the Morehead 
City-based sportfishing vessel Wolverine Monday during the 61st annual Big Rock Blue Marlin Tournament. See the Big Rock Daily Line insert for 
coverage of the tournament through day two and also see Page 9A for results of the Keli Wagner Lady Angler Tournament. (Dylan Ray photo)

Beaufort
approves
4.65-cent
increase
Passes fiscal
2019-20 budget

FEMA looks at flood insurance program changes
BY ELISE CLOUSER
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CARTERET COUNTY 

— With the 2019 Atlantic hurri-
cane season officially underway 
as of June 1, coastal residents 
should be aware of updates to 
the National Flood Insurance 
Program that will change 
how the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency calculates 
flood risk and insurance policy 
pricing. 

FEMA announced in March 
it is redesigning its flood risk 
rating system to deliver insur-
ance rates that more accurately 
reflect a property’s unique risk 
of flooding. The effort has been 
dubbed “Risk Rating 2.0,” and 
the new rates will be announced 
next April and go into effect 
Oct. 1, 2020.

The change could lead to 
higher insurance rates for some 
policyholders and lower rates 
for others, depending on an indi-

vidual property’s updated flood 
risk calculation. Under the new 
system, properties at the highest 
risk of flooding will generally 
see higher insurance rates and 
lower-risk properties may see a 
lower rate, but FEMA says it is 
too early in the process to know 
for certain which policyholders 
will see an increase and which 
will see a decrease. 

Under Risk Rating 2.0, FEMA 
will take data from a variety of 
sources to develop a comprehen-
sive understanding of flood risk, 
according to the agency. Data 
sources include existing FEMA 
flood maps, National Flood 
Insurance Program policies 
and claims, U.S. Geographical 
Survey data, National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration 
Sea, Lake and Overhead Surges 
from Hurricanes model data, the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

A building in Newport sits under several feet of water during Hurricane 
Florence in September. The Federal Emergency Management Agency recently 
announced changes to the National Flood Insurance Program, which can help 
protect residences and businesses during flooding events. (Cheryl Burke photo)

Marine Science and Technologies Early College High School 
rising sophomore Gavin Dean of Smyrna appeals to the County 
Board of Education to fight to keep the school open while an 
overflow crowd of supporters listens during the board’s meet-
ing Tuesday night in Beaufort. (Cheryl Burke photo)

BY CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

MOREHEAD CITY —

Nearly 200 parents, students and 
supporters of the Marine Science 
and Technologies Early College 
High School packed the school 
system central office Tuesday to 
appeal to the County Board of 
Education to fight for continued 
funding for the school.

“Please consider joining us in 
lobbying the N.C. legislature to 
continue funding the early col-
lege programs,” MaST parent 
Dr. Clark Johnson of Morehead 

City said. “Please do not yank 
the rug out from these kids who 
were willing to try something 
different to achieve their educa-
tional goals.”

Of the 23 people who spoke 
during the public comment time 
of the school board meeting, 
many were students who just 
finished their freshmen year at 
the school.

“This school has opened up 
a lot of different things to me,” 
rising MaST sophomore Gavin 
Dean of Smyrna said. “Please 
keep funding our school.”

Several emotional students 
talked about the difference the 
school, which allows students 
to earn high school and col-
lege credits simultaneously, has 
made in their attitudes, grades 
and lives. 

“If the school is shut down, 
I don’t know what I would do,” 
rising MaST sophomore Pierce 
Toledo of Newport said.

Parent Brian Recker of 
Beaufort said the school has 
made a dramatic change in his 
foster daughter.

“This is the first time she has 

been a straight A student. She 
has a 4.2 GPA and she’s getting 
used to the idea of this being her 
new norm,” Mr. Recker said.

Parents, educators and stu-
dents have started contacting 
legislators and school officials 
since recently finding out the 
latest state House version of the 
2019-20 budget does not include 
funding for MaST, which is a 
partnership between the school 
system and Carteret Community 
College.

Morehead
board OKs
3-penny hike
Mayor breaks tie after
split vote from council

BY DEAN-PAUL STEPHENS
NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT — Town commissioners 
unanimously approved a 4.65-cent prop-
erty tax increase for the 2019-20 fiscal 
year, which begins Monday, July 1. 

Town commissioners approved the tax 
increase as part of the town’s 2019-20 fis-
cal year budget during their Monday eve-
ning regular session at the train depot. 

Monday’s meeting marked the end of 
Beaufort’s budgeting season, which began 
in May when Town Manager John Day 
and staff formally presented the budget to 
commissioners and the public. Since then, 
the board has had three workshops, May 20 
and 23 and June 3, to hash out particulars. 

When town staff first presented the bud-
get, it didn’t include a tax increase. That 
changed by the board’s first budget work 
session, when staff suggested a market 
adjustment to pay town employees.

To pay for the market adjustment, staff 
determined a tax increase would be nec-
essary. Specifically, town commissioners 
will raise property taxes by 11.25%, or 
4.65 cents.

Another tax increase of 3 cents is currently 

BY ELISE CLOUSER
NEWS-TIMES

MOREHEAD CITY — Mayor Jerry 
Jones broke a tie on a split city council 
vote Tuesday evening to adopt the fiscal 
year 2019-20 budget with a 3-cent tax 
increase.

The council held its regular monthly 
session at the municipal building on S. 8th 
Street and hosted a public hearing required 
to adopt the budget. The tax-and-spending 
plan, with a 38-cent ad valorem tax rate, 
totals $25,326,632, and will take effect at 
the start of the new fiscal year, Monday, 
July 1.

TAILS from BIG ROCK

Latest leader: 588.9 pounds
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Eugene Swidonovich, Havelock

Kenneth Glover, Swansboro

Philip Studer, Hubert

Darlene Werner-Price, Havelock

Janice Moore, Morehead City

R. Chadwick Jr., Beaufort

Cherie Daniels, Morehead City

William Peck Jr., Lake Worth, Fla.
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