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The weekend weather 
will be mostly sunny with 
highs in the upper-70s 
and lows in the mid-60s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by 
Revely Meza, who 
is a student in Debi 
Constable’s first grade 
class at Sand Ridge 
Elementary School.
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The News-Times is inside!

• Pine Knoll Shores ponders water rates

• Classifieds, editorials, letters, 

obituaries and Dr. Bogus are in the N-T

In today’s Tideland News ...

Swansboro approves UDO amendment to protect wetlands, Page 3

Appalachian Trail Series continues ‘staying off the trail,’ Page 5

Queens Creek first graders make plans for Mother’s Day, Page 8

April’s full moon of Monday, April 26, a supermoon, is pic-
tured rising over the Swansboro Turning Basin. Traditionally 
called the Pink Moon, according to the Old Farmer’s Alma-
nac, the name is derived from the early springtime blooms of 

a certain wildflower native to eastern North America: Phlox 
subulata – commonly called creeping phlox or moss phlox 
– which also went by the name “moss pink.” (Carl Lewis 
photo)

The Pink Moon rises

Commentary

Federation 

releases 

strategy,

‘Oyster 

Blueprint’
By Erin Fleckenstein

The North Carolina 
Coastal Federation has 
released the North Carolina 
Oyster Blueprint for 2021-
2025, an action strategy 
created by more than 50 
contributors across the state 
to advance restoration, pro-
tection and harvest of oys-
ters. This is the fourth edi-
tion of the Blueprint, which 
was first issued in 2003.

“Our ambitious vision 
for oysters in North 
Carolina builds on the 
Oyster Blueprint’s solid 
foundation of successes, 
and reflects that forward 
progress,” said Todd Miller, 

executive director of the 
federation. “I’m especially 
proud of the commitment, 
cooperation, and creative 
thinking the many diverse 
contributors showed in cre-
ating this vital plan, even as 
COVID-19 added new chal-
lenges in the last year.”

The N.C. Coastal 
Federation is a nonprofit 
membership organization 
whose goal is to protect 
and improve coastal North 
Carolina.

Restoring oysters is 
one of the most promising 
opportunities for coastal 
states, offering benefits for 

Houle awarded 

by Warriors

Lee Bonar, left, and Roe Hol-
comb, director of the Cohen Clinic 
at Hope for The Warriors Outreach, 

right, are pictured presenting the 
Volunteer of the Month award to 
Joe Houle. (Photo contributed)

By Erin McCloskey

Sgt. Maj. Joe Houle of Jacksonville, 
USMC-retired, was named Volunteer of 
the Month for April by Hope For The 
Warriors, a national nonprofit dedicated 
to restoring a sense of self, family and 
hope for post-9/11 veterans, service 
members and military families.

For more than 15 years, Houle has 
supported the nonprofit in a number of 
ways throughout Eastern North Carolina. 

One of his major commitments has been 
to recruit Marines from Camp Johnson to 
volunteer at large fundraising events such 
as the Run For The Warriors Race Series 
and Hope For The Warriors Invitational.

In addition to assisting with the 
Hope For The Warriors volunteer force, 
Houle continues to share the nonprofit’s 
resources and shows up to support events, 
and most importantly, to support veterans 

(See BLUEPRINT, page �)
(See HOULE, page �)

Town 

lobby 

open
Swansboro Town 

Hall Administrative 
Offices opened to the 
public on Monday, May 
3.

The lobbies had been 
closed to walk-in traffic 
since November due to 
COVID-19 restrictions.

Lobby hours are 
Monday-Thursday, 8 
a.m.-5 p.m., and Friday, 
8 a.m.-1 p.m.

“Protective screen-
ings and social distance 
measures are still in 
place,” according to an 
online posting from the 
town. “Online or tele-
phone service options 
are still encouraged and 
available.”

July 4 events in planning
Swansboro anticipates loosening COVID-19 restrictions

By Jimmy Williams

Fireworks and Beach Music 
… is there a better combination of 
events for the Fourth of July?

And, with recent direction from 
federal and state agencies concern-
ing COVID-19 restrictions, it looks 
like the events could be happening 
this July in Swansboro.

As of Friday, April 30, Gov. 

Roy Cooper lifted some mask-
wearing restrictions and relaxed 
some crowd-limit restrictions. 
These developments followed 
new – less restrictive COVID-19 
– guidelines from the Centers for 
Disease Control earlier in April.

Mayor John Davis must 
have seen it coming because, 
when Swansboro Board of 
Commissioners convened for its 

regular meeting of April 26, the 
mayor wanted to revise the agenda 
in order to discuss hosting a July 4 
celebration.

The meeting took place online 
utilizing the Zoom platform. 
Commissioners plan to return to in-
person meetings in June.

In a decision earlier this year, 
the commissioners declined to 
agree to a request from the mayor 

to allow Anna Stanley, parks and 
recreation director, to plan for a 
fireworks display. Instead, the 
panel supported Stanley’s idea to 
put on a July 4 laser-light show for 
spectators in vehicles.

But with a new set of cir-
cumstances emerging around 
COVID-19 restrictions on April 26, 

(See EVENT, page �)

National Day of Prayer, 
Thursday, May 6, will be 
celebrated locally at noon 
at Encounter 61 in Emerald 
Isle at 8201 Emerald Drive; 
New Creation Worship 
Center in Havelock at 109 
McCotter Blvd.; and TJ’s 
Church in Swansboro at 
686 West Corbett Ave.

A praise and worship, 
followed by a prayer ser-
vice, begins at 6 p.m. at 
Carteret Speedway, 501 
Whitehouse Fork Road in 
Swansboro.

The National Day of 
Prayer exists to mobilize 
unified public prayer for 
America. It is an annual 
observance that was cre-
ated in 1952 to intercede 
for America’s leaders and 
families.

Day of Prayer


