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The weekend weather 
will be mostly sunny with 
highs in the low-60s and 
lows in the low-30s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by 
Kailyn Markle, a student 
in Christina Barnes’s first 
grade class at Queens 
Creek Elementary 
School.
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The News-Times is inside!

• Emerald Isle projects advance

• Classifieds, police reports, letters, 

obituaries and Dr. Bogus are in the N-T

In today’s Tideland News ...

The Preacher and the Word: Worship at God’s holy mountain, Page 4

Swansboro’s River Carroll captures regional wrestling crown, Page 11

Queens Creek Elementary is featured in It’s Elementary, Page 12

A variety of temporary signs are visible in 
front along this section of N.C. 24, including a 

for-rent, a for-sale, a political, a business ser-
vice and a feather flag. (Jimmy Williams photo)

Commentary

Shoddy 

reporting 

threatens 

journalism
By Barry Fetzer

I’m not certain I can 
call myself a newspaper 
“reporter,” given that with 
few exceptions most of my 
“reporting” is in the form 
of opinions. I would guess 
that, like me, the major-
ity of Americans are OK 
with opinion columnists, 
like me, spewing whatever 
horse dung they want to 
spew. They’re opinions, 
right? Like certain body 
parts, everyone’s got one. 
And they (I) have a right to 
say it or write it regardless 
of how ridiculous the opin-
ion might be and how many 
might disagree with it.

Reporters, on the other 
hand, report facts. Just the 
facts, ma’am.

That’s the point of the 

First Amendment to our 
Constitution, isn’t it? That 
we can freely hear or see 
all sides of an issue from 
the vast number of differing 
opinions out there so we 
can make an educated deci-
sion on our own what our 
opinions should be.

So thank God we have 
the First Amendment that 
allows opinion columnists 
to spew, like me, their horse 
dung without fear of being 
arrested for it.

And thank God we have 
editors in the traditional 
press whose job it is to 
ensure the opinion colum-
nist’s spewing has some 
guidelines, editorial profes-
sionalism, and truth. And 
that reporters report facts 

Commission’s 

‘opportunity’

Onslow County Board of Commissioners 
Chairman Jack Bright, left, Vice Chairman 
Paul Buchanan, right, and Commissioner Tim 
Foster, middle, attended the Opportunity Now 
summit in Charlotte with three other county 
officials on Feb. 7. (Photo contributed)

By Zack Nally

A group of Onslow 
County officials traveled 
to Charlotte on Feb. 7 
for the Opportunity Now 
Summit with headline 
speaker President Donald 
J. Trump attending.

Board of commission-
ers Chairman Jack Bright, 
Vice Chairman Paul 
Buchanan, Commissioner 
Tim Foster, Interim 
County Manager Sharon 
Russell, Assistant County 
Manager Ben Warren and 
Clerk to the Board Julie 
Wand visited Central 
Piedmont Community 
College for a chance to 
hobnob with colleagues 
looking to take advantage 
of relatively new legisla-
tion.

At the center of the summit was the 
Opportunity Zone program, part of the 
federal tax legislation known as The Tax 
Cuts and Jobs Act. The legislation, signed 
in 2017 by President Trump, allows out-
side investors to defer capital gains taxes 
through investing in low-income areas.

The law allows each state to designate 
up to 25 percent of its total low-income 
“census tracts” as zone candidates. (See GOOD, page �)(See COUNTY, page �)

Boating 

safety 

class 

offered
The New Bern/

Oriental U.S. Coast 
Guard Auxiliary will 
present the About 
Boating Safely class on 
March 21 at the Fairfield 
Harbour Community 
Center, 585 Broad Creek 
Road in New Bern. The 
one-day class takes place 
from 8:30 a.m. until 4:30 
p.m.

This is the introduc-
tory boating class, which 
provides you with the 
knowledge required to 
obtain a boating license 
and discounts on insur-
ance. 

You will learn what 
is necessary to legally 
operate a boat with 10 
or more horsepower on 
North Carolina water-
ways.

About Boating Safely 
will introduce you to 
all types of boats, boat-
ing law, fueling, dock-
ing, knot-tying, aids to 
navigation, using charts, 
anchoring, potential 
boating problems and 
how to handle them, and 
safety equipment. The 
fee is $35. The textbook 
is included. The cost is 
$5 for additional house-
hold members sharing 
the same textbook.

For more informa-
tion or to register, email 
keith.gapen@gmail.com.

Expo ’20
Look inside 

today’s Tideland 

News for your 

guide to the SACC 

event Saturday!

Tidings
Look inside 

today’s Tideland 

News for Tidings, 

the SACC newslet-

ter!

“The interesting thing about the 
opportunity zone legislation is, it’s fed-
eral,” Russell said. “The purpose of it is 
to give incentives to investors and private 
companies to come in and improve those 
properties. It opens the door for grant 
availability and tax incentives for private 
groups who can come in and imple-

Temporary signs debated
Panel 

seeks 

change 

on rule, 

again
By Jimmy Williams

In a meeting that 
became somewhat conten-
tious, the town commis-
sioners – after consultation 
with members of the plan-
ning board – instructed 
Swansboro staff to come up 
with a new temporary com-
mercial sign ordinance.

At the conclusion of 
the meeting on Feb. 10 
commissioners provided 
Jennifer Ansell, town plan-
ner, with some instructions 
as to what the new ordi-
nance could include. She 
was instructed to bring a 
proposal to the planning 
board for study – which she 
said she intends to do in 
April – so the planners can 
provide a recommendation 
for commissioners to con-
sider. The planning board 
acts in an advisory capacity 
to the commission.

Based on instruction 
from the commissioners, 
Ansell said the proposed 
amendment would ban 
“feather flags,” vertical 

banners on a single staff 
that can be 8 or 9 feet in 
height, and would main-
tain the current limit of 45 
days in a calendar year that 
temporary signage can be 
displayed.

“Those are the two 
major points,” she said.

Other issues to consider 
include determining if there 
is a way to allow real estate 
open-house signs off-prem-

ises. Because Swansboro 
does not allow off-prem-
ises commercial signs, 
that could prove to be dif-
ficult, according to Ansell. 
She has already spoken to 
the town’s attorney, Cliff 
Parson, about the possibil-
ity.

“I had asked Cliff for 
some guidance,” she said. 
“His interpretation is that 
they are commercial signs. 

That’s going to be a stick-
ing point.”

Currently, only nonprofit 
groups are allowed to place 
signage off-premises.

“And that is really 
intended only for events,” 
Ansell said. For exam-
ple, she mentioned the 
Swansboro Rotary Club 
being allowed to post a 
banner on N.C.24 for its 
oyster roast.

Also in consideration 
is placement of temporary 
signs along shopping center 
road frontage – property 
that could be considered 
“off-premises.”

Ansell said she has 
treated shopping centers 
as “a unified development. 
The stores share that front-
age.” But, she added, that 

(See SIGNS, page �)
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events in the Tideland 
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