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INSIDE TIDES DEATHS

West sweeps league titles
MOREHEAD CITY

Ü 3B

Wednesday 
Feb. 3

Thursday 
Feb. 4

Friday 
Feb. 5

Saturday 
Feb. 6

Sunday 
Feb. 7

Low 5:36 a.m. 6:42 a.m. 7:54 a.m. 9:08 a.m. 10:16 p.m.
5:53 p.m. 6:47 p.m. 7:47 p.m. 8:51 p.m. 9:56 p.m.

High 11:39 a.m 12:21 a.m. 1:25 a.m. 2:32 a.m 3:38 a.m

-------- 12:36 p.m. 1:40 p.m. 2:50 p.m 3:59 p.m.

POLL
QUESTION

Do you agree that 
school districts in the 

state should offer at least 
partial in-person 

instruction for all K-12 
public school students?

To VOTE, go online to 
carolinacoastonline.com

To see more on this question, pick up 
Sunday’s edition of the 

Carteret County News-Times.

?

Goldie Cowart, Swansboro
Daniel Russell, Bear Creek
Sandra Payne, Morehead City
Judy Filipcic, Cape Carteret
Norma Wolfe, Havelock
June Rosage, Sneads Ferry
Jean Davis, Davis

Elizabeth Carter, Newport
Maryann Carter, Morehead City
Sterling McCarthy, Beaufort
Antwan Walker, Beaufort
Barbara Lewis, Newport
Betty Lawrence, Beaufort
Dennis Umba, Havelock

BEAUFORT

CARTERET COUNTY

STAFF REPORT
Health offi cials announced 

Monday the Carteret County 
Health Department has received 
reports of two additional con-
fi rmed COVID-19 resident deaths, 
bringing the total to 37 since the 
onset of the pandemic last March. 

In a release, the health depart-
ment said one individual was in 
their 60s and one was in their 
90s. Both residents had preexist-
ing health conditions and died 
from complications associated with 
COVID-19, the disease caused by 
the novel coronavirus. 

Ms. Cannon went on to say 
residents should continue to prac-
tice the three W’s, wearing a face 
mask when around others, waiting 
at least 6 feet apart from others 
and washing hands frequently.

The county is currently vac-
cinating individuals in groups 1 
and 2 of the state’s vaccination 
distribution plan, which includes 
all residents age 65 and older. 
Eligible residents can visit carteret-
countync.gov/vaccine or call 252-
728-8550, option 2, to be placed 
on the waitlist for a vaccine. As a 
reminder, the county has several 
agencies assisting in scheduling 
appointments, and residents who 
are on the waitlist should answer 
unknown callers as it may be staff 
trying to schedule an appointment.

County reports 2 more 
COVID-19 deaths; 
bringing total to 37

See REQUEST Page 4A

Morehead City Primary School Principal Ashley Melton looks at worn out 
kindergarten playground equipment Thursday that she says needs to be 
replaced. Her school is among many asking for new playground equipment in 
the school system’s proposed 2021-22 capital budget. (Cheryl Burke photo)

BY CHERYL BURKE 
NEWS-TIMES

The Carteret County Board 
of Education got its fi rst look 
Thursday at a $3.1 million capi-
tal budget request for 2021-22 
that is nearly 18% more than the 
$2.65 million allocated by the 
county this fi scal year.

Much of the request focuses 
on student safety and upgrades 
to facilities that are not included 
in a $42 million school bond 
referendum voters passed in No-
vember, according to Assistant 
Superintendent Richard Paylor, 
who presented the proposed 
request during a capital budget 
workshop in the school system’s 
central offi ce.

“The capital request is more 
for repairs,” Mr. Paylor said. 
“You’ll notice several items that 
have traditionally been in our 
capital requests were pulled and 
are now included under bond 

projects.”
Board of Education member 

John McLean agreed.
“The bonds are taking care 

of major capital projects, but 
we still need funds for day-to-
day maintenance and upkeep of 
buildings,” he said.

Many projects in the 2021-22 
capital request focus on replace-
ment of outdated playground 
equipment and mulch at several 
schools, fl oor replacements, 
roof replacements and switching 
outdated lights to LED lighting 
to save on utility costs.

There’s also requests for 
replacement of rusted exterior 
doors with Americans with Dis-
abilities Act-compliant doors, re-
placement of defi brillator pads, 
replacement of chalkboards with 
whiteboards, replacement of 
worn out windows, re-insulation 
of pipes and replacement of duc-
twork. There’s also requests for 

Schoolboardgetsfirstlookat$3.1Mfacilitiesrequest

replacement of cafeteria dining 
room tables at various schools.

In comparison, projects to be 
completed with bond proceeds 
include classroom expansions 
at several schools, covered 
walkways, HVAC system reno-
vations and security upgrades, 
among other things. It also 
includes $2.5 million to pur-
chase land for a new elementary 
school in the western part of the 
county to relieve overcrowd-
ing at White Oak Elementary 
School.

In addition to the $3.1 million 
in regular capital, the school 
system’s 2021-22 request 
includes placing $456,000 in 
contingency for chiller re-
placements, $43,675 for lease 
payments on modular units 
installed three years ago to help 
with overcrowding at Croatan 
High School and $588,480 for 

the fi fth year of payments on a 
fi ve-year lease for technology 
equipment.

Finance Offi cer Kathy Car-
swell said since this is the last 
year of the technology lease, it 
was time for the board to con-
sider funding options for future 
technology needs. She said 
the administration would pull 
together some proposals.

In addition, the request 
includes the painting of two 
schools based on a seven-year 
interior and exterior painting 
schedule. The schools set to be 
painted are CHS and Morehead 
City Elementary School.

The total $3.1 million 
proposed capital request for 
2021-22 lists $2.1 million under 
category one items, including 
painting, $466,971; fl ooring 

Assistant Superintendent Richard Paylor presents projects included in the 
school system’s proposed 2021-22 capital request during a Carteret County 
Board of Education budget workshop Thursday in the school system’s central 
offi ce in Beaufort. In the background, Plant Operations Director Kenny Peder-
sen listens. (Cheryl Burke photo)

‘we still need funds’

STAFF REPORT
Health offi cials reported active 

cases of COVID-19 and hospital-
izations fell over the weekend in 
Carteret County. 

The latest report came Monday, 
the same day the county reported 
two additional COVID-19 deaths. 

According to the Carteret Coun-
ty Health Department, there were 
294 active cases of COVID-19 
Monday, down from 388 reported 
Friday. Additionally, COVID-19-
related hospitalizations at Carteret 
Health Care in Morehead City fell 
from eight to fi ve. 

To date, the county has con-
fi rmed 3,864 total cases of the 
disease caused by the novel 
coronavirus, 3,533 of which are 
now considered recovered. Since 
March 2020, the virus has taken 
the lives of 37 residents. 

The N.C. Department of Health 
and Human Services reported 
3,776 new cases of COVID-19, as 
the seven-day rolling average of 
new cases has continued to slowly 
trend downward since the middle 
of January.  

Active COVID-19 cases, 
hospitalizations in county 
fall over weekend

EMERALD ISLE

BRAD RICH
NEWS-TIMES

Some Emerald Isle residents 
and visitors are signing a peti-
tion urging the town board of 
commissioners not to shorten the 
season for driving on the beach.

As of Tuesday afternoon, 
close to 3,000 people had signed 
the change.org petition, which 
states beach driving is a long 
tradition, is safe for drivers and 
other beachgoers and is a big 
contributor to the town’s econ-
omy. Organizers are heading 
toward a goal of 5,000 names.

Town offi cials have been talk-
ing for a couple of months about 
changing the start date of the 
strand-driving season from Sept. 
15 to Oct. 1 and the end date 
from April 30 to March 15.

Town Manager Matt Zapp 
has said the proposal is designed 
to increase beach safety during 
the early and late portions of 
the spring and fall “shoulder” 
seasons. 

In January, Mr. Zapp said 
commissioners could take up 
the proposal during the Tuesday, 
Feb. 9 meeting, the Tuesday, 
March 9 meeting or both.

The petition, started by user 
“Beach driver,” states that, 
“Beach driving in Emerald Isle 
is a decades-old tradition that 
has provided numerous benefi ts 

Emerald Isle petitioners want to 
retain full beach-driving season

to different groups that reside 
in or visit the town, including 
fi shermen, surfers, the elderly  
and the disabled. For some, 
especially those of old age 
and/or with physical ailments, 
the beach driving season is the 
only time of year that they can 

reasonably access and enjoy the 
beach strand.”

It also states that “...reduc-
ing the yearly window in which 
beach driving is allowed does 
not automatically lower the risk 
inherent in the operation of a 
motor vehicle.” 

Finally, the petition states 
that, “Economically, beach 
driving provides many benefi ts 
to the community. It brings well-
appreciated business to our area 
in the off season, through 

The beach is deserted in winter, but more crowded in fall and spring “shoulder” seasons, so Emerald Isle is con-
sidering shortening the beach driving season. A petition to keep the season open from Sept. 15 through April 30 
drew nearly 3,000 signatures between Jan. 28 and Tuesday.  (Brad Rich photo)

See BEACH Page 4A
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