
Big Rockin’ with MJ

NBA legend Michael Jordan gets a good look at the crowd Tuesday with cigar in hand 
as his boat Catch 23 backs into the Big Rock weigh station. (Zack Nally photo)

BY J.J. SMITH
NEWS-TIMES

MOREHEAD CITY — 
It was hard to imagine a more 
amazing scene than the one 
that took place last year on the 
fi nal day of the Big Rock Blue 
Marlin Tournament.

History was made that Sat-
urday night when Top Dog 
weighed in the biggest blue 
marlin ever in the event with a 
914-pounder on the fi nal night 
in front of a packed weigh sta-
tion under the cover of night.

The scene on Tuesday af-
ternoon at Big Rock Landing 
rivaled that one.

Michael Jordan arrived at 
the weigh station around 2:15 
p.m. on the second day of 
fi shing on his 80-foot Viking 
Catch 23 with a 442.3-pound 
blue marlin.

“It’s always good to be 
back in North Carolina,” he 
told Big Rock emcee Rick 
Cowell. “I miss it. It’s been 
a while since I was in More-
head City – it’s only 100 miles 
from Wilmington.”

Unfortunately for the 
Wilmington native, his fi sh 
wasn’t big enough to crack 
the top three on the leader-
board. Instead, it ranked sixth 
of six fi sh.

Jordan, who won a NCAA 
Championship in 1984 with 
the North Carolina Tar Heels 
and six NBA titles with the 
Chicago Bulls, isn’t used to 
defeat.

“I’d love to be back with 
a little bigger fi sh,” said the 
man referred to as the GOAT 
(Greatest Of All Time).

Jordan said it 

BY J.J. SMITH
NEWS-TIMES

MOREHEAD CITY 
— The Big Rock Blue Mar-
lin Tournament witnessed the 
most exciting last-place fi sh 
in its 62 years Tuesday after-
noon.

Michael Jordan drew a 
huge gathering and a buzz 
on social media as he and 
his crew brought in a 442.3-
pound blue to the weigh sta-
tion.

“That was pretty impres-
sive,” Big Rock Executive 
Director Crystal Hesmer 
said. “This is my 23rd year, 
and that is defi nitely at the 
top of my list, I have to say.”

Jordan, the 57-year-old 
basketball icon who’s con-
sidered the greatest to ever 
play the game, even seemed 
a bit taken aback by the at-
tention.

As he began to step off his 
80-foot Viking appropriately 
named Catch 23, he spotted 
Big Rock Board Member 
and World Golf Hall of Fame 
member Curtis Strange. The 
two hugged and chatted with 
Jordan putting his hands up 
and saying, “I didn’t expect 
this … but it’s been fun.”

Despite all the attention, 
Jordan was happy to be back 
in his home state.

“It’s always great to see 
people come out and support 
– I always feel like North 
Carolinians always support 
their stars, the people that 
represent them well,” he 

Jordan creates 
quite a stir, 
despite his 
Catch 23 blue 
only being sixth 
on leaderboard

The GOAT glad to 
be  back home in 
North Carolina: 
‘...I miss it...’
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2457 Lennoxville Road • Beaufort • 252-728-7620 • 252-728-4906 (fax)
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• Certified Marine Grade Lumber & 
Plywood • Hardwood Lumber & Plywood 

• Sheet Veneer • Edgebanding 
• Tricel Honeycomb • Coosa

• System Three Epoxies and Coatings

Boat Manufacturing   /   Cabinets   /   Furniture   /   DIY   /   Hobby   /   Specialty Craft Use

Hand selected cherry lumber and veneer
52’ Shearline Boatworks Custom

Color and grain matched teak lumber
DuaneWillis.com

SUPPLIERS OF:

 Hand selected teak lumber and veneer
46’ Jarrett Bay Boatworks Custom
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Coosa composite construction
Carolina Yachts Skimmer

Hand selected walnut lumber and veneer
74’ Spencer Yachts Custom

Mahogany and juniper construction
16’ Custom Shearline Boatworks Skiff

All captioned items available for purchase at Atlantic Veneer Distribution

Atlantic Veneer
Distribution
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