
The weekend weather 
will be mostly sunny with 
highs in the low-60s and 
lows in the mid-40s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by 
Madison Clymer, who 
is a student in Ginger 
Pockette’s first grade 
class at Sand Ridge 
Elementary School.
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The News-Times is inside!

• Emerald Isle offers employee bonus

• Classifieds, editorials, letters, 

obituaries and Dr. Bogus are in the N-T

In today’s Tideland News ...

St. Mildred offers Thanksgiving dinner, Page 5

SHS basketball teams open next week, Page 7

QCES pupils explain Thanksgiving, Page 10

Hundreds of folks were on hand for Historic Downtown 
Swansboro’s annual Swansboro by Candlelight on Saturday, 
Nov.13. Among the entertainment, Swansboro Dance Studio 
offered excerpts from “The Nutcracker” at the Harry C. Pug-

liese Jr. Pavilion stage, photo at left. There was live music as 
well as free refreshments provided by merchants. The event 
also included the lighting of the town Christmas tree at Olde 
Towne Square, right photo. (Pete Rulon photos)

Swansboro by Candlelight

Commentary

Confronting 

ignorance 

and ignorant 

confrontation
By Wim Laven

I remember hearing it all 
the time, it was half-joking 
and half-serious, my father 
was a pediatrician and he’d 
say: Take two pills and call 
me in the morning.

People respected him so 
they’d ask about the pain 
or discomfort they were 
experiencing or seeing in 
their children or babies. My 
father loved to help people, 
and oftentimes people were 
worried because they didn’t 
know, “how bad is it?” 
They found his expertise 
reassuring.

Everyone knows that 
two aspirin will not cure 
everything, and they aren’t 
a diagnostic tool, but it is a 
troubleshooting step; using 
non-steroidal anti-inflam-

matory drugs to respond to 
minor aches and pains is 
like unplugging your router 
or modem when your inter-
net is not working.

Medicine is not an exact 
science. The follow-up was 
important because persis-
tent pain was usually a sign 
of something more serious; 
the patient might actually 
need a deeper evaluation.

I am a different kind 
of doctor. I teach political 
science, peace studies and 
conflict transformation. I 
have a dry sense of humor 
like my father did, some-
times I say, “remember, 
ignorance is a treatable con-
dition.”

In addition to my disci-
pline I have received con-

Trout, chowder 

support youth

As the sun rises on Saturday, 
Nov. 13, fishermen wait for the 

start of the Century Club trout 
tournament. (Contributed photo)

By Jimmy Williams

Saturday, Nov. 13, was a great day 
for a trout tournament and clam chowder 
contest in Swansboro.

And, as it turns out, it was a great day 
for the athletic departments at Swansboro 

High School and Swansboro Middle 
School, too.

Wayne Mixon, publicity coordinator 
with the Swansboro Century Club, aid 
the 29th annual Swansboro Century Club 

(See FINDING, page �)(See FUNDS, page �)

Citizens 

needed 

by town
The town of 

Swansboro welcomes 
interest in serving on 
town boards, commis-
sions and committees.

These advisory and 
quasi-judicial panels 
include the planning and 
zoning board, board of 
adjustment, parks and 
recreation board, historic 
preservation commission 
and tourism development 
authority.

Citizens interested in 
serving on one of these 
panels can check for cur-
rent vacancies and obtain 
a talent bank application 
on the town website, 
www.swansboro-nc.org, 
under the Advisory 
Board Tab on the left 
side of the page.

Completed applica-
tions may be turned in 
at town hall or mailed 
to: Town of Swansboro, 
Attn: Paula Webb, 
Assistant Manager/Town 
Clerk, 601 W. Corbett 
Ave., Swansboro, NC 
28584.
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By Jimmy Williams

In the days after Chris Seaberg 
announced his resignation as 
town manager, at least a couple of 
Swansboro commissioners began 
thinking about choosing his succes-

sor from within.
At their Nov. 8 meeting, in a 

closed-to-the public virtual meet-
ing, the commissioners agreed 
to that plan and came out of the 
closed session to announce that 
they would hire Paula Webb, assis-

tant town manager and town clerk, 
as Swansboro’s eighth town admin-
istrator/manager.

Included in that plan was the 
promotion of Alissa Fender to town 
clerk from deputy town clerk.

Webb, for the second time in 

her long career with the town, has 
been serving as interim town man-
ager. She held that post just before 
Seaberg’s arrival in September 
2019 and was tapped again when 

Commission recruits manager

(See CANDIDATE, page �)
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