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INSIDE

Increase in fans at 
athletic events allowed

CARTERET COUNTY

Ü 4B

Obituaries on Page 3A

TIDES DEATHS
Chrisoula Karides, Newport
Joseph Williams, Swansboro
Ellen Melton, Morehead City
John Stewart, Morehead City
Velma Pritchett, Newport
Robert Nelson, Newport

Dalton Wood Sr., Swansboro
Tiffany Wood, Stella
Diane Mantho, Morehead City
Judy Chesnutt, Greenville
Jamie Tomaselli, Havelock
Ann Hauman, Beaufort

POLL
QUESTION

 Are you in favor of plans by 
Emerald Isle to enact a new 

automated parking system and 
fees at the eastern and western 

ocean access facilities?

To VOTE, go online to 
carolinacoastonline.com

?
NEWPORT

CARTERET COUNTY

STAFF REPORT
Health offi cials reported Thurs-

day the county has added 20 
more confi rmed COVID-19 cases 
to its total, with active cases going 
up by 15.

According to the latest update 
from the Carteret County Health 
Department, there have been 
4,386 total COVID-19 cases con-
fi rmed since last March. Of those, 
offi cials report 147 cases are cur-
rently active, while 4,196 residents 
have recovered from the disease 
caused by the novel coronavirus.

Carteret County’s COVID-19 
death toll remains at 43.

In addition, Carteret Health 
Care in Morehead City reported 
four hospitalizations Thursday, the 
same amount as Wednesday.

Teachers and other childcare 
providers are now eligible to re-
ceive a COVID-19 vaccine under 
the state’s vaccination plan. To 
sign up for the county’s vaccine 
waitlist, visit carteretcountync.gov/
vaccine or call 252-729-8500, 
option 2.

Carteret County 
adds 20 more 
COVID-19 cases

See CCC Page 10A

MOREHEAD CITY

Sunday 
Feb. 28

Monday
March 1

Tuesday
March 2

Wednesday
March 3

Low 1:53 a.m. 2:43 a.m. 3:34 a.m. 4:28 a.m.
2:27 p.m. 3:08 p.m. 3:50 p.m. 4:36 p.m.

High 8:11 a.m 8:55 a.m. 9:40 a.m 10:29 a.m
8:32 p.m. 9:19 p.m. 10:09 p.m. 11:02 p.m

MIKE SHUTAK
NEWS-TIMES

As town offi cials begin work on budgets 
for the next fi scal year, Newport is seeking a 
change to Carteret County’s sales tax distri-
bution method. 

Newport offi cials are formally request-
ing the county switch from distributing sales 
tax revenue by the ad valorem, or property 
value-based, method to per capita method, 
based on population. Town Manager Bryan 
Chadwick said in an interview Tuesday with 
the News-Times this matter has been a point 
of discussion for town council for the last 
seven years. 

“Now there are some other towns inter-
ested,” he said, noting Cape Carteret and 
Cedar Point were two towns he knew of that 
are also interested in a switch. 

The Newport council, meanwhile, present-
ed its request to commissioners at the Feb. 15 
county board meeting. Mayor Dennis Barber 
spoke during the public comment portion of 
the meeting to appeal to the board, and Mr. 
Chadwick said he expects commissioners 
will discuss the request at its planning retreat 
Wednesday, March 3. 

“Our town representatives, the town of 
Newport, asks that you revisit the topic and 
change this formula,” Mayor Barber said 
Feb. 15. “...The only thing we’re asking for 
is this money to be distributed per capita 
because each town and each person that 
lives here full-time deserves to get the same 
amount of money as somebody that’s here 
part-time on vacation.”  

One reason Newport offi cials are pushing 

Newport,CedarPointand
othersrequesttochange
salestaxdistribution

A map outlines the N.C. Department of Transportation’s plan to extend Interstate 42 to connect to 
Highway 70. (NCDOT graphic)
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CHERYL BURKE
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Carteret Community College 
could face cutting 13 positions 
if the N.C. General Assembly 
doesn’t pass a $61 million budget 
stabilization proposal included 
in the N.C. Community College 
System’s fi scal 2021-22 budget 
request.

“Even with the stabilization 
funds, we may face losing two 
positions,” CCC President Dr. 
Tracy Mancini said Tuesday 
during a trustees’ retreat held in 
the Crystal Coast Civic Center in 
Morehead City. “We would not 
fi ll two vacancies or consolidate 
positions if that happens.”

The budget stabilization pro-
posal is among six top priorities 
included in the system’s budget 
request to the legislature.

NCCCS President Thomas 
Stith, along with two other state 
community college offi cials, pre-
sented the system’s top priorities 

for 2021-22 during a Zoom meet-
ing with CCC trustees during the 
retreat.

“We need at least $60 million 
to stabilize our community col-
lege budgets across the state due 
to the impacts of COVID,” Mr. 
Stith said.

He pointed out that commu-
nity colleges across the state and 
nation have suffered signifi cant 
enrollment declines related to 
the coronavirus pandemic. This 
makes it diffi cult for colleges to 
stabilize budgets “and prepare 
the workforce needed for North 
Carolina to recover from the 
pandemic,” he said.

Another top priority is giving 
community college employees a 
5% salary increase.

“Unlike state employees, com-
munity college employees did not 
receive a salary increase in fi scal 
years 2019-20 and 2020-21,” he 
said.

The price tag to fund the in-

crease is $60.2 million.
Mr. Stith added that the system 

is ranked 40th in the nation and 
is behind both the University 
of North Carolina system and 
public schools in average teacher 
salaries.

“We continue to have diffi culty 
recruiting and retaining faculty 
and staff to prepare the state’s 
workforce,” he said.

Mr. Stith emphasized the 
NCCCS will play a critical role 
in helping the state’s economy 
recover from the pandemic.

Other top budget priorities 
include $28.5 million in non-re-
curring funds and $3.5 million in 
recurring funds to upgrade the IT 
system serving all 58 community 
colleges.

An additional $1.49 million in 
recurring funds and $2.25 mil-
lion in non-recurring funds are 
requested to fund nine cyberse-
curity positions and for security 
and planning assessments and 

Carteret CC could face position cuts if system budget request fails

implementation resources. Mr. 
Stith said recent ransomware 
attacks at some state community 
colleges highlights the critical 

need to upgrade.

There’s also a proposal to 

This sign marks the front of the Big Rock Career Center Tuesday during a tour 
of the new facility, located on the campus of Carteret Community College in 
Morehead City. (Cheryl Burke photo)

u For more on Carteret Community College trustees tour of the new campus 
facilities, see Page 2B

for a change now is the N.C. Department 
of Transportation’s Interstate 42 expansion 
project. The state is set to extend the inter-
state from Raleigh to connect to Highway 
70 near the Craven-Carteret line.

Mr. Chadwick said a large part of the 
additional tax revenue would be used to 
prepare for the growth and property devel-
opment the interstate project is expected to 
bring. 

“When this 
happens, the 
growth will be on 
the mainland,” 
he said. “When I-40 went to Wilmington, it 
was surrounding towns near the beach that 
grew. The population has exploded (around 
Wilmington) and we know that’s what will 
happen here with I-42.” 

See REVENUE Page 2A
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