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Daylight Saving Time at Beaufort Bar Anthony Austin, Hubert
Marjorie Michael, Wilmington

Steve White, Havelock
Douglas Faircloth, Morehead City

Brian Bailey, Cape Carteret
Robin Williams, Morehead City

Clem Reels, North River
Jeffrey Gillie, Atlantic

Sandra Rogerson, Newport
(Obituaries on Page 3A)
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Carteret County

NEWS-TIMES NC Seafood Festival
The special section in today’s edition 

has details about the activities organizers 
have planned for this year’s event.
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Cedar Point secures another grant
PARTF to supply $500,000 for new parkBY BRAD RICH

NEWS-TIMES

CEDAR POINT — The 
town received notice Tuesday 
it will get a $500,000 grant 
from the N.C. Parks and 
Recreation Trust Fund to help 
pay for the 56-acre tract it 
bought in April for a new park 
along the White Oak River.

Jayne Calhoun, town clerk, 
wrote the grant.

“I’m pretty excited,” she 
said Tuesday afternoon. “I’m 
really on a high. I wrote this 
one, it’s my first one. We’re 
all just so excited for the 
town. This grant has to go to 
paying for the land, but we’re 
looking for every other grant 
we can find to (help develop 

the park.)”
Last month, the town 

received notice it would 
receive a $1,011,756 N.C. 
Clean Water Management 
Trust Fund grant, also to 
help pay for the land, which 
it bought in for $2.8 million 
from the N.C. Masons.

That grant application 
was written by then-Town 
Administrator Chris Seaberg, 
with help from the N.C. 
Coastal Federation. Mr. 
Seaberg is now the town man-
ager in Swansboro.

The latest grant also came 
on the heels of a $250,000 

grant announced early this 
year from the N.C. Coastal 
Land Trust. That money was 
used as a down payment on 
the purchase, reducing the 
amount the town borrowed.

Voters in November 2018 
overwhelmingly approved a 
$2.5 million bond referendum 

for the bulk of the purchase 
price, but town officials prom-
ised to seek grants to reduce 
the impact of the purchase on 
the property tax rate, which 
this year rose 3 cents from 
6.25 cents to 9.25 cents per 
$100 of assessed value. The 
increase was directly tied to 
the purchase and borrowing.

Sterling National Bank of 
See Grant / Page 8A

Board OKs
hotel plan
in 3-2 vote
Design advances
to town commission

Students dig into history at Harvest Time

City preps for NC Seafood Festival
Andy Albizures with CE Rentals of Raleigh runs power cords through the framing of a tent Tuesday on the Morehead City water-

front that will house vendors and events during the 33rd annual N.C. Seafood Festival, which begins Friday. (Dylan Ray photo)

BY ELISE CLOUSER
NEWS-TIMES

MOREHEAD CITY — A 
new permanent restroom facility 
at Katherine Davis Park opens to 
the public Wednesday ahead of 
the N.C. Seafood Festival, tak-
ing place this weekend in down-
town Morehead City.

Work on the restroom facility 
began over the summer with the 
goal of opening by the Seafood 
Festival, which takes place every 
year during the first weekend of 
October. The facility includes 
four female and four male stalls, 
with a diaper changing station in 
each half. It replaces a portable 

restroom facility with one stall 
for each gender that had been 
in the park for years and was 
removed Tuesday.   

“We’re pretty much ready 
to reveal (it) to the public,” 
Morehead City Manager Ryan 
Eggleston said Tuesday.

Communications Manager 

Alizé Proisy added the facility 
also includes a new water foun-
tain with a water bottle filling 
station that some residents have 
already taken advantage of. A 
sign with the city’s new logo was 
installed Tuesday, as well.  

Gramercy Christian School fourth-grader Greyson 
Johnston learns how to make candles as Beaufort 
Historical Association volunteer Lynne Potter observes 
Tuesday during BHA Harvest Time. (Cheryl Burke photo)

BY CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT — From 
splitting wood to preserving 
food, fourth-graders from 
Gramercy Christian School 
learned Tuesday that chil-
dren had it rough in Colonial 
days.

“There were no refrigera-
tors back then, so children 
would help their parents 
preserve food,” Beaufort 
Historical Association vol-
unteer Nancy Vaughan told 
the students as she talked 

about methods early county 
residents used to prepare 
food for the winter.

The Gramercy students 
are among 200 area fourth-
graders from public and 
private schools, as well as 
home-school students, that 
are attending BHA Harvest 
Time over the next two 
weeks to learn how children 
in the 18th and 19th cen-
turies helped their families 
prepare for winter.

Students rotated through 
four hands-on stations as 

volunteers and docents 
dressed in Colonial attire 
discussed, demonstrated 
and participated with them 
in a variety of educational 
activities. 

This year’s Harvest Time 
is set for the first two weeks 
of October. Colonial stations 
Tuesday included candle 
making, woodworking, food 
preservation and corn har-
vesting.

Fourth-graders quickly 
learned that life in the 1700s 
and 1800s was a lot different 

from today.
“We hope that children 

appreciate all that kids 
had to do in the Colonial 
period,” BHA Education 
Coordinator Denise Finley 
said. “They had to do a lot 
more chores back then than 
they do now.”

Among the many respon-
sibilities Colonial children 
had was helping parents pre-
pare food for winter, accord-
ing for Ms. Vaughn. There 

BY DEAN-PAUL 
STEPHENS

NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT — Plans for the pro-
posed hotel at the corner of Orange and 
Cedar streets are moving forward to the 
town commissionfollowing the town plan-
ning board’s split decision to tentatively 
approve the most recent design plans. 

The 3-2 decision, with board members 
Ralph Merrill and John Cartner casting 
the dissenting votes, came during the 
planning board’s Monday regular session 
at the Old Beaufort Elementary School 
cafeteria building on Mulberry Street. 

“There are 12 different pages that go 
along with the plan,” Beaufort Planning 
and Inspections Director Kyle Garner said 
of the design plans for the Compass hotel. 
The town’s board of commissioners is set 
to review the plans next month. 

The board changed meeting venues 
to accommodate the number of residents 
interested in the project. Since first being 
publicly announced to town commission-
ers during their March retreat, the project 
has been a source of consternation for 
some in the community.  

“I am totally surrounded by this 
(hotel),” Beaufort resident and property 
owner John Flowers said.

While the initial issue with the hotel 
had to do with height concerns, some 

See Hotel / Page 5A

See Harvest / Page 5A

See Festival / Page 5A
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