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T deland News

Friends of the Swansboro 
Library will host a screen-
ing of a documentary on the 
history of Hammocks Beach 
State Park.

The documentary, funded 
by the Friends of the Ham-
mocks and Bear Island, was 
produced by the UNC-TV. 
The friends is a Hammocks 
Beach State Park support 
group.

The showing is planned 
for Tuesday, Sept. 18, at 
6:30 p.m. at the Swansboro 
Branch Library. The public is 
invited to attend.

“The Friends of the 
Swansboro Library are ex-
cited to present the documen-
tary,” said Joan Gerdsen, a 
member of both groups.

The screening will be 
in the meeting room of the 
branch library.

“It is a historical presenta-
tion of how the Hammocks 
was developed into the state 
park which we have today,” 
Gerdsen said. “This historical 
presentation begins with the 
friendship between a wealthy 
white neurosurgeon and a 
black outdoorsman. Together 
they managed and protected 
hundreds of acres … in 
Swansboro.”

The documentary first 
aired UNC-TV last year.

Special 

showing

By Jimmy Williams

In a few weeks, Swansboro will see an 
influx of folks with music on their minds. 
Swansboro High School will be the site of the 
Onslow County Marching Band Invitational.

The showcase is a non-competitive event 
during which each marching band has the 
chance to perform for the community and each 
other, according to Daniel M. Scott, SHS direc-
tor of bands.

In recent action, town commissioners agreed 
to partner with the school in order to help with 
the event.

“I’m excited about this opportunity,” Mayor 
John Davis said at the Aug. 28 meeting of the 
commissioners. “It will attract upwards of 
5,000 people.”

As owner of a restaurant in town, Davis 
pointed out that the event would be a boon to 
businesses in the community,

“The actual event will be on Sept. 22,” said 
Brittany Shipp, Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment director.

Shipp presented to the board the school’s 
application for a special event.

 “There are a variety of logistics involved,” 
she told the commissioners. This includes shar-
ing town assets, such as bleacher seating. “We 
need approval (of the special events applica-
tion) for sharing of those services.”

Scott was at the meeting and available to 
answer questions from the commissioners.

“It is going to be a great event,” he said,
All of Onslow County’s high schools will 

be involved, according to Scott. When the On-

slow County Marching Band Invitational was 
launched among the schools, it was decided 
that the annual event would rotate among the 
participants. This year is Swansboro’s turn to 
host.

“We want to make sure everyone is having 
a great time on our campus and in our town,” 
Scott told commissioners.

He pointed out that the town’s involve-
ment– along with the involvement of the parent 
volunteers – is needed to ensure success.

“It is a way to foster the growth of the arts 
and foster the grown of the community,” Scott 
said.

Commissioner Pat Turner took a special in-
terest in the event.

“It is an absolutely phenomenal event,” she 
said,

Turner said that her son, Michael Larkin, a 
high school band director in Texas, participated 
in a similar event in Swansboro when he was a 
drum major at SHS.

Claude Vannoy submitted the special event 
application on behalf of Swansboro High 
School and the 2018 Onslow County Marching 
Band Invitational.

Specifically involved is the utilization of 
equipment through the Public Works Depart-
ment. That involves trash receptacles, barri-
cades, cones, and street lighting, according to 
Shipp’s memo.

“Traffic control assistance has also been re-
quested through the Swansboro Fire and Police 
Department,” she said. “Additionally, a request 

SHS will be host 

to band showcase

Commentary
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hard to get 

on ‘poison’ 
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Weekend Weather
The weekend weather 

will be stormy with a 
chance of showers. Highs 
will be in the mid-80s and 
lows will be in the mid-
70s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by Ethan 
Rosenbach, a student 
in Debi Constable’s first 
grade class at Sand 
Ridge Elementary School.

By Dow Bancroft

I begin this Commentary 
with a letter that I have sent to 
state Sen. Harry Brown.

Dear Senator Brown,
I am extremely concerned 

about this “man-made mountain 
of poison” in Morehead City: a 
mountain of wood pellets.

First off is the fact that OUR 
trees are being cut down at a 
very high rate to make wood 
pellets to ship overseas. We 
lose the habitat, watersheds, a 
source of lumber and an impor-
tant cleaner of the air.

The stench from this huge 
pile and polluted runoff into 

rivers, creeks and the ocean 
cannot be good for the environ-
ment. It is time our government 
put a stop to the destruction of 
one of OUR valuable natural 
resources.

I realize you might not rep-
resent the people in Morehead 
City but you do represent me. 
This wood pellet production 
must be stopped. I would like to 
hear what your position is on 
this subject and what you are 
going to do about it. Your up-
dates don’t seem to cover topics 
like this. Don’t get me wrong, 
You are having some success in 
other areas, which I commend 

In the Tideland ...
Swansboro’s cable lease draws a positive response, Page 2
See our real estate guide and weekly house plans, Page 7

Sand Ridge is featured in this week’s It’s Elementary, Page 12
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The Citizens Phone Bank, 
(910) 989-5027, offers informa-
tion on Hurricane Florence for 
Onslow County residents.

The phones will be open until 
the deactivation of the Emer-
gency Operations Center.

Phone bank 

(See REPLY, page �)

(See COMMISSION, page �)

Hey Flo, please just go!
Swansboro, Onslow make plans for storm

The shrimp boats that normally tie up at Phillips 
Seafood were conspicuously absent on Monday.  The 

boats were on their way to Oriental to ride out the hur-
ricane. (Rulon photo)

Susan Casper of Casper’s Marina 
looks over the hurricane-tracking chart 

in the office. She was keeping up with 
Florence’s progress. (Williams photo)

By Jimmy Williams

Soon after Onslow County 
officials announced a manda-
tory evacuation at 11 a.m. on 
Tuesday, Sept. 11, Swansboro 
Mayor John Davis issued a 
proclamation declaring a state 
of emergency for the town of 
Swansboro.

The announcement came as 
the town – and all of coastal 
North Carolina – is bracing 
for the arrival of Hurricane 
Florence. The storm has been 
described as being capable of 
inflicting “historic” damage to 
the state.

“A mandatory evacuation is 
also issued, effective immedi-
ately,” said Scott Chase, town 
manager, in an email. “Extreme 
wind, storm surge and heavy 
rain are expected, making it 
impossible for police and fire 
personnel to respond to emer-
gencies.”

Swansboro Town Hall and 
the Swansboro Recreation Cen-
ter closed at noon Tuesday, “to 
allow non-essential employees 
and their families to prepare for 
the storm.”

The town’s notice of man-
datory evacuation was made 
in coordination with a similar 
announcement from Onslow 
County.

“You should leave as quickly 
as possible,” Chase said in the 
email. “Evacuation routes be-
come congested during evacu-
ations. Decrease the amount 
of time you spend in traffic by 
leaving sooner than later.

“Those who ignore manda-
tory evacuation orders should be 
prepared to be self-sufficient for 
at least the first 72 hours after 
the storm.”

Utilities – electricity, water 
and phone service – could be 
damaged and unavailable for 
extended periods of time, and 
high winds and water could iso-
late residents for a long period 
of time.

“As conditions deteriorate 
public safety officials will not 
risk lives to respond to emergen-
cy calls in mandatory evacuation 
areas during the storm,” Chase 

said in the email.
As the Tideland News is go-

ing to press early on Tuesday, 
Hurricane Florence is a Catego-
ry 4 hurricane and is projected 
to make landfall by Thursday 
night or early Friday morning. 
Onslow County Board of Com-
missioners has decided that 
due to the severe nature of the 
storm they are declaring a State 
of Emergency, and encouraging 
all Onslow County residents to 
evacuate and seek shelter west 
of Greensboro. 

As a result of the mandatory 
evacuation, officials have issued 
notice that there will be no pub-
lic shelters open for this storm

Normally, Swansboro High 
School is among the four tempo-
rary shelters in the county. 

“We cannot stress enough 
how dangerous this storm will 
be when it makes landfall,” said 
Cornelius Jordan, communica-
tions director for the Onslow 
County.

“The safety of our residents 

(See FLORENCE, page �)


