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INSIDE TIDES DEATHS
Billie Garrett, Cedar Point
James Smith Jr., Cape Carteret
Ami Francesconi, Morehead City
Ada Fulcher, Atlantic
Dorothy Womack, Emerald Isle
Sylvia Teachey, Otway
Marie King, Newport

POLL
QUESTION

Should the Republican 
National Committee con-
sider moving the convention 
from NC to another state?

To VOTE, go online to 
carolinacoastonline.com

To see more on this question, pick up 
Sunday’s edition of the 

Carteret County News-Times.

?

Phyllis Boyd, Newport
Sarita Shaw, Morehead City
William VanEsselt, Havelock
Larry Marshall, Newport
Josh Styron, Atlantic
Russell Lewis, Morehead City

Newport town council sets 
budget hearing for June 16

Residents and others will 
have an opportunity to voice 
their thoughts on the proposed 
Newport budget, which includes 
a property tax rate increase, 
Tuesday, June 16. 

The town council met at town 
hall and via Zoom for a special 
meeting June 4, during which 
it discussed the proposed fi scal 
year 2020-21 budget.  

Town Manager Bryan Chad-
wick said during the meeting 
the proposed budget includes 
an ad valorem property tax rate 
of 38 cents per $100 of prop-
erty value. This represents an 
increase of 2.3 cents over the 
existing 35.7-cent tax rate. 

Ü 2A

Carteret Preschool  
celebrates end-of-year

It seems everyone loves a 
parade these days, includ-
ing Carteret Preschool Center 
students.

Complete with police escort, 
the students and their families 
participated in a graduation 
parade and celebration to 
remember.

Students and their parents 
lined up in vehicles at the ball 
fi eld next to Newport Elemen-
tary School, then with lights 
fl ashing, police led the proces-
sion of vehicles on a route that 
took them past Carteret House 
assisted living facility, then on 
to the preschool center for an 
outdoor party and photo 
opportunity.

Ü 8A

NEWPORT

BEAUFORT

NEWPORT

Cedar Point sets hearing
on  budget proposal

CEDAR POINT

Commissioners will hold 
the required public hearing 
on Town Administrator David 
Rief’s proposed fi scal 2020-21 
budget Thursday, June 18 at 
6:30 p.m.

It’s not clear if the board 
will meet at town hall or if the 
session will be conducted via 
the Zoom video conference 
platform because of the novel 
coronavirus pandemic.

Cedar Point’s $985,000 
tax-and-spending plan, which 
would go into effect Wednes-
day, July 1.

Ü 2A

MARTINEZ

Sunday 
June 14

Monday 
June 15

Tuesday 
June 16

Wednesday 
June 17

Low 9:27 a.m. 10:09 a.m. 10:49 a.m. 11:29 a.m.
10:01 p.m. 10:58 p.m. 11:49 p.m. --------

High 3:01 a.m. 3:52 a.m. 4:41 a.m. 5:28 a.m
3:53 p.m. 4:41 p.m. 5:26 p.m. 6:07 p.m.

BY CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

Citing budget concerns, the Carteret 
County Board of Education voted June 2 to 
not enroll a new freshman class for the 2020-
21 fall semester at the Marine Science and 
Technologies Early College High School.

Under the motion, which passed 6-1, the 
MaST will continue with rising sophomores 
and juniors already enrolled at the school, 
which meets on the campus of Carteret Com-
munity College in Morehead City. Melissa 
Ehlers cast the dissenting vote, encourag-
ing the board to look at all funding sources 
before making a fi nal decision.

The intent of the “pause” is to enroll more 
sophomores and juniors because 2019-20 
enrollment fell below 100, which is the mini-
mum required to draw down state funding for 
a principal. Enrollment fell to 91, with the 
county picking up the tab for the principal’s 
position. That cost is $105,000, including 
benefi ts. The county is also funding six other 
teachers and staff at the school.

“We’re not closing the school. We are 
pausing to see where we are,” Board Chair-
man John McLean said during the meeting, 
held in the school system’s central offi ce.

The meeting had been advertised as being 
broadcast on Zoom, with no mention board 
members would be in the school system’s 
central offi ce.

On Wednesday, Mr. McLean said in order 
to abide by the governor’s coronavirus 
restriction of 10 or less people gathered, the 
meeting was not open for the public to attend 
in person, only via Zoom.

As for MaST, which has struggled due to 
lack of state funding for the three years it’s 
been open, Mr. McLean said the problem 

SchoolboardhaltsMaSTfreshmenenrollmentfor2020-21

MaST vs ‘Budgeting concerns’

continues to be the money.
Board attorney Neil Whitford, too, said it 

would be diffi cult to enroll a freshman class 
without a guarantee of state funds.

“We still don’t know where the state bud-
get is,” Mr. Whitford said. “It’s hard to play 
what if’s with the General Assembly.”

In addition, Mr. Whitford expressed 
concern that of the 50 students who applied 
for the 2020-21 freshman class, some did 
not meet the criteria of the school. In order 
to qualify, students must fall in one of three 
categories: at-risk students, fi rst generation 
college students or accelerated learners. The 

school allows students to earn college and 
high school credits simultaneously.

County commissioners, who have provid-
ed funding for the school the last two years, 
have asked the school focus more on trades, 
with students ready to enter the workforce 
upon graduation.

MaST Principal DeAnne Rosen, who 
watched the meeting on Zoom, said 
Wednesday she was surprised at the com-
ments regarding the 50 students who ap-
plied for this year’s freshman class.

“Since January of 2020, my staff and 

The Carteret County Board of Education, in a 6-1 vote June 2, approved suspending enrollment of 
freshmen for the 2020-21 academic year at the Marine Science and Technologies Early College High 
School. (Cheryl Burke photo)

See MaST / Pg 4A

BY BRAD RICH
NEWS-TIMES

U.S. Army offi cials at Fort 
Bragg said Monday evening 
human remains that washed up 
on Shackleford Banks on Cape 
Lookout National Seashore 
May 29 are those of Specialist 
Enrique Roman-Martinez, who 
went missing May 23. Inves-
tigators have ruled his death a 
homicide.

The news release from Lt. 
Col Michael Burns, public af-
fairs offi cer for the 8nd Airborne 
Division at Fort Bragg, said the 
U.S. Army Criminal Investiga-
tion Command is “offering a re-
ward of up to $15,000 to anyone 
with information leading to the 
apprehension and conviction of 
the person(s) responsible for the 
homicide” of the soldier.

“Partial remains of the 82nd 

Airborne Division paratrooper 
were found near Cape Lookout 
National Seashore, May 29,” 
the release states. “The remains 
washed up on Shackleford 
Banks Island, part of the Cape 
Lookout National Seashore, an 
area where the prevailing tides 
have unfortunately washed 
ashore remains in years past.”

“We are investigating SPC 
Roman-Martinez’s death as a 
homicide and our investigation 
continues,” Christopher Grey, 
spokesman for Army CID said 
in the release.

Cape Lookout Superintendent 
Jeff West confi rmed May 31 
park rangers had found human 
remains, which they turned over 
to the state medical examiner’s 
offi ce in Raleigh for identifi ca-
tion.

CAPE LOOKOUT

Officials identify remains on Cape Lookout
Rewardofferedinhomicide The Army said Monday offi -

cials identifi ed the remains using 
the soldier’s dental records. The 
News-Times has requested a 
copy of the medical examiner’s 
report.

SPC Roman-Martinez, 21, 
was reportedly last seen May 22 
at a campsite near mile marker 
46 on South Core Banks.

“SPC Roman-Martinez’s 
friends reported him missing 
the evening of May 23. His 
phone and wallet were found 
at the campsite and he was last 
seen wearing blue shorts and no 
shirt,” the release continues. 

Anyone with information 
is asked to contact Army CID 
Special Agents at 910-396-8777. 
Persons who wish to remain 
anonymous will be honored to 
the degree allowable under the 
law and the information will be 
held in the strictest confi dence 
allowable, the release adds.

“The payout 
of cash rewards 
to military and 
federal employ-
ees for informa-
tion leading to 
the conviction 
of person(s) 
involved is 
contingent upon 
the accuracy and 
value of information provided, 
and the actions taken based upon 
that information,” it continues. 

SPC Roman-Martinez, 21, 
of Chino, Calif., was a human 
resource specialist assigned to 
Headquarters Company, 37th 
Brigade Engineer Battalion, 2nd 
Brigade Combat Team, 82nd 
Airborne Division.

“We are deeply saddened by 
SPC Roman-Martinez’s un-
timely passing,” Lt. Col. Scotty 

See Martinez / Pg 4A

Check out 
the Daily 
Line for all 
the updates
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