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WCHS students mark well 
in legislative competition

Members of the West 
Carteret High School Youth 
and Government Club made 
their mark when they compet-
ed Feb. 13-17 in the YMCA 
Youth Legislature Conference 
in Raleigh.
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INSIDE TIDES DEATHS
Dorothy Montfort, Swansboro
Sanford White, Newport
Ernest Patterson, Newport
Roy Lanier, Wilmington
Kay Atkinson, Harkers Island
Jean Davis, Mount Olive
Amanda Muff, Beaufort

Police seek information 
after cat shot dead
BY BRAD RICH
NEWS-TIMES

Town police are asking for 
the public’s help in locating a 
person or persons who shot 
and killed a pet cat near the 
intersection of Live Oak Street 
and Edgewater Street between 
2 and 3 p.m. Monday.

More ballots counted, 
recount still possible
BY JACKIE STARKEY
NEWS-TIMES

After a count of provisional 
and supplemental absentee 
ballots Monday morning, the 
race for the County Board of 
Education’s District 4 remains 
tight with the candidates 14 
votes apart.

Each candidate in the race, 
Travis Day and Andrea Beasley, 
picked up two additional votes 
among the 85 counted Monday.

Officials continue taking 
input on ADA plan
BY JACKIE STARKEY
NEWS-TIMES

It’s not too late for town 
residents to provide feed-
back on accessibility to public 
buildings and rights-of-way in 
Beaufort. 

Town officials hope resi-
dents will take part in a sur-
vey to inform an Americans 
with Disabilities Act transition 
plan. 

Wednesday 
March 11

Thursday 
March 12

Friday 
March 13

Saturday 
March 14

Low 3:29 a.m. 4:24 a.m. 5:20 a.m. 6:19 a.m.
3:51 p.m. 4:38 p.m. 5:26 p.m. 6:17 p.m.

High 9:41 a.m 10:30 a.m. 11:20 a.m. ---------
10:06 p.m. 10:58 p.m. 11:52 p.m. 12:15 p.m.

BY ELISE CLOUSER
NEWS-TIMES

Cape Carteret residents 
and offi cials got reassurance 
Monday night from N.C. 
Department of Transportation 
representatives the department 
will not pursue a superstreet 
project on Cape Carteret’s 
stretch of Highway 24 if the 
town is opposed to it. 

“I’m telling you right now, 
we are not going to submit 
anything that y’all are not 
supportive of,” Down East 
Rural Planning Organization 
Director B.J. Eversole told a 
packed audience at the Cape 
Carteret Board of Commis-

sioners meeting.
NCDOT, via the consultant 

fi rm Kimley-Horn, recently 
carried out a corridor study of 
Highway 24 through On-
slow and Carteret counties to 
determine a potential solution 
for improving traffi c fl ow and 
safety along the route. The 
resulting recommendation is 
to construct a superstreet, also 
known as a reduced confl ict 
interchange, which is a type 
of roadway confi guration that 
replaces the center turning 
lane with a raised median and 
restricts movement to right 
turns only. 

Superstreets are becoming 
increasingly common through-
out the state as engineers 
claim they are safer and more 
effective at maintaining traffi c 
fl ow. NCDOT has funded a 
project to build a superstreet 
through the Swansboro por-
tion of Highway 24.

However, Cape Carteret 
residents have spoken out in 
opposition to the plan, saying 
it could negatively affect busi-
nesses along the highway. In 
December, the town’s board of 
commissioners unanimously 
rescinded a resolution of sup-
port it previously gave for the 

NCDOT: Town can opt out 
of superstreet project

I’m telling you 
right now, we 
are not going to 
submit anything 
that y’all are not 
supportive of.

“
— Down East Rural 

Planning Organization 
Director B.J. Eversole

An N.C. Department of Transportation corridor study of Highway 24 recommends building a superstreet throughout the route to improve safety and traffi c 
fl ow, but Cape Carteret opposes the plan. (Kimley-Horn/NCDOT graphic)

Highway 24 corridor study.
Residents and commissioners 

shared their thoughts on the plan 
for a superstreet with NCDOT 
Division 2 corridor development 
engineer Diane Hampton during 
the meeting Monday. The general 
consensus was in opposition to 
the concept, with many saying 

See NCDOT / Page 12A

DOWN EAST

DownEastpropertyowners
fileforrestrainingorder
BY MIKE SHUTAK
NEWS-TIMES

Several Down East property 
owners are seeking a restraining 
order to stop two state agencies 
from working on utility lines 
for the proposed Harkers Island 
bridge replacement. 

Hollis and Carol Batson, 
Lawrence and Elizabeth Baldwin 

and Baldwin-Batson Owners’ 
Association Inc. fi led Feb. 28 
with the Carteret County Clerk of 
Superior Civil Court an applica-
tion for a temporary restraining 
order against the N.C. Coastal 
Resources Commission and the 
N.C. Department of Transporta-
tion. A motion hearing for this 

A crane sits at the site of the proposed Harkers Island replacement bridge 
Feb. 27. The project is being contested by several Down East property own-
ers. (Clark Wright photo)

See Order / Page 12A

BY CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

As county health de-
partment offi cials briefed 
county commissioners and 
school board members on 
the coronavirus during a 
special meeting Tuesday, 
Gov. Roy Cooper declared 
a state of emergency due to 
the virus.

As of Monday, there 
were seven cases of 
coronavirus in the state, 
with six of those in 
Wake County and one in 
Chatham County. As of 
Tuesday, there are no cases 
of coronavirus in Carteret 
County.

County Health Depart-
ment Director Stephanie 
Cannon, during the special 
meeting in the school 
system’s central offi ce 
on Safrit Drive, said she 
continues to recommend 
two main things: continue 
good hygiene practices 
used for the fl u and other 
viruses and get up-to-date 
information from reliable 
sources, such as Centers 
for Disease Control and 
the N.C. Division of Public 
Health.

“The Centers for Dis-
ease Control has set up a 
toll free number to answer 

BEAUFORT

Health officials brief 
county on preparations

CORONAVIRUS

County Health Department Nursing Director Kim Davis, right, 
speaks about the coronavirus while Health Department 
Director Stephanie Cannon listens Tuesday during a briefi ng 
with county commissioners and school offi cials in Beaufort. 
(Cheryl Burke photo)

See Health / Page 12A

Sara Mason, Newport
Teresa Marks, Newport
Muriel Roberts, Havelock
Joanne Lyerly, Swansboro
Shirley Gillikin, Otway
Phyllis Speckhart, Stella
Rachel Lewis, Dunnellon, Fla.
Cecilia Jaloszynski, Pine Knoll Shores
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County Board of Elections Chairperson 
Susie Cuthrell, foreground, feeds a ballot 
into a DS200 Monday at the BOE offi ces 
in Beaufort while Vice Chairperson Jeanette 
Deese looks on. (Jackie Starkey photo)

SPORTS

Former West 
Carteret standout 

captures 
AAC pentathlon 
championship
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