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Thanksgiving run supports trail effort
Event raises more than $6K for community pathBY BRAD RICH

NEWS-TIMES

CAPE CARTERET — A 
record crowd of more than 
400 people showed up at 8 
a.m. Thanksgiving morning 
to run or walk the “Trot the 
Trail,” contributing about 
$6,500 in entry fees and cash 
donations for construction of 
future segments of the Cape 
Carteret Trail.

The asphalt trail, partially 

completed, is to be about 3 
miles long, running alongside 
Highway 24, Highway 58 and 
Taylor Notion Road.

The annual trot, which 
wasn’t held last year, was 
organized by the Cape Carteret 
and Aquatic Fitness Center 
and began and ended in the 
parking lot of the business off 

Taylor Notion Road.
As always, many of the run-

ners in the “fun run” dressed 
in colorful Thanksgiving cos-
tumes, as did Mike “Pilgrim” 
Curtis, former town attorney 
and the originator of the trail 
idea.

Mr. Curtis, who was the 
first chairman of the vol-

unteer Cape Carteret Trail 
Committee, did a quick 
change into a Santa suit short-
ly after the runners left the 
parking lot.

“When they get back, 
they’re going to think they 
missed a few weeks,” he said.

Newly seated Cape Carteret 
Mayor Will Baker started 

the 3.1-mile run and clearly 
enjoyed his ceremonial duty.

“It’s great,” he said, “to see 
all this support for the trail, 
and just to see all these fami-
lies out here together this early 
having fun on Thanksgiving 
morning. This is exactly what 
we need to see, lots of com-
munity spirit.”

Mayor Baker defeated 
former Town Commissioner 
Charlie Evans by one vote for 
the post in the Nov. 5 election, 
which came after a couple of 
years of turmoil over a change 
to a town manager form of 
government and the dismissal 
of Police Chief Tony Rivera.

“It’s nice to see people 
coming together,” the mayor 
said. “Deanna (McElmon), 
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2020
filing
begins
Monday

City
moves
on park
demo
Students
select
layout

Tree lots stocked for Christmas
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Eastern Standard Time at Beaufort Bar Charles Jones, Morehead City
Barbara Lewis, Harkers Island
Harold Tippett Jr., Morehead City
Robert Johnson, Morehead City
Nell Hoogendam, Carolina Pines

(Obituaries on Page 3A)

Forecast Inside Tides Deaths

A Beaufort Ole Towne Rotary Club volunteer cuts the end of a Christmas tree 
trunk Wednesday at the club’s tree lot in Beaufort. Cutting the trunks helps the 
trees retain moisture. (Cheryl Burke photo)

BY CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT — Now 
that the Thanksgiving din-
ner leftovers are gone, many 
families go in search of the 
perfect Christmas tree.

The flawless tree appears 
to be in the eye of the behold-
er judging by the opinions 
of shoppers Wednesday who 
got a head start on selecting 
their tree at the Beaufort Ole 
Towne Rotary Christmas 
tree lot.

Isabella Berrini, 12, of 
Beaufort, said, “I don’t want 
it too skinny or bare. But I 

don’t want it too fat because 
that makes it look like there 
aren’t as many presents.”

Adults had a different 
take on the matter.

“I like a medium size tree, 
but I like it really round. I 
just don’t want it too tall,” 
Sara Graham of Beaufort 
said.

Tia Yelton of Beaufort 
had a different taste.

“I like skinny trees that 
are tall,” she said.

Some county lots set up 
more than a week ago to 

Quality Christmas tree checklist:

 Cool to the touch
 Sturdy needles
 Limber foliage
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BY JACKIE STARKEY
NEWS-TIMES

C A R T E R E T 
COUNTY — Though 
Christmas is yet to come, 
filing for the 2020 elec-
tions gets underway 
across North Carolina at 
noon Monday. 

A number of federal, 
state and local races are 
on the ballot – including 
the hotly contested 2020 
presidential race – and fil-
ing will occur at multiple 
locations, depending on 
the seat.

For county races, inter-
ested participants can 
visit the County Board 
of Elections at 1702 Live 
Oak St. in Beaufort to file 
official paperwork. 

Local races on the bal-
lot include three seats 
on the Carteret County 
Board of Commissioners, 
those of District 3’s Bob 
Cavanaugh, District 4’s 
Jimmy Farrington and 
District 5’s Ed Wheatly. 
All are registered 
Republicans. 

County Board of 
Education seats up for 
grabs include District 2’s 
Jake Godwin, a Democrat, 
District 3’s Melissa 
Ehlers, a Republican, and 
District 4’s Travis Day, a 
Republican.  

BY ELISE CLOUSER
NEWS-TIMES

MOREHEAD CITY 
— Crews are scheduled 
to begin tearing down the 
Shevans Park playground 
this week to make way 
for a new and improved 
structure.

Officials with Morehead 
City said the park will 
close beginning Monday 
so demolition can begin. 
Construction of the new 
playground and a splash 
pad, a late addition to the 
overall project, will start 
shortly thereafter, with 
officials hoping to reopen 
the park in May. 

Shevans Park, located 
downtown at 1501 Evans 
St., is one of the city’s 
most popular recreation 
spots, in part because of 
its large, castle-themed 
playground. The struc-
ture was built in 1997 and 
is made of wood, a rar-
ity for playgrounds these 
days. Its designers, Ithaca, 
N.Y.-based Leathers & 
Associates, conducted a 
playground assessment in 
2017 and concluded the 
structure, which it said 
had about a 20-year lifes-
pan, is aging and has some 
safety compliance issues. 

Leathers & Associates, 
which the city has select-
ed to build its new play-
ground, as well, said reno-
vation was possible and 
could extend the life of 
the park about five to 10 
years, but recommended 
planning for replacement. 

However, soon-
to-be Morehead City 
Councilman David 
Horton said he had sev-
eral local builders inde-
pendently assess the 
park, and they concluded 
it could be refurbished 
rather than replaced out-
right. He added there was 
no bid process for the 
playground renovation 
and urged officials open 
up the project for bids, 
but the city has not indi-
cated it plans to do so and 
will move forward with 
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12:21a.m.
12:37p.m.

6:11a.m.
7:14p.m.

11:43a.m.
---------

5:13a.m.
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Editorials .................12-13A
Sports ........................ 9-11A
Coastal Living .......1-3,6-8B
Puzzles ........................... 3B
Compass Points .........4-5B
Public Notices ...........9-10B
Classified Ads .............. 11B

Sunday
Rainy

High: 70 
Low: 48

Sunny
High: 54 
Low: 37

Monday

Tuesday
Sunny

High: 52 
Low: 37

Linda Hock, Newport
Fannie Pittman, Newport
Edna Brock, Beaufort
Glenn Spear, Newport
James Nolen, Beaufort

Anthony Vallario, Swansboro
Julian Alvarado Jr., Havelock
Sandra Dean, Cedar Point

ABOVE: Michael Griffin with High on the Hog on-site cater-
ing in Beaufort dips out a chunky ladle of Down East clam 
chowder Saturday during the fourth annual Crystal Coast 
Oyster Festival on the Morehead City waterfront. RIGHT:  
Claudia Kelley of Beaufort shoots an oyster Saturday during 
the Morehead City festival. (Dylan Ray photos)

Oyster farmers 
share harvest

BY MEGAN SOULT
NEWS-TIMES

MOREHEAD CITY — 
Overcast skies and a drizzle didn’t 
stop a crowd of hungry bivalve 
lovers from slurping local oysters 
during the fourth annual Crystal 
Coast Oyster Festival.

Held Saturday at Jaycee Park, 
the festival promised oysters 
cooked multiple ways.

Festival organizer Russell 
Lewis expected a good turnout 
despite the rain, he said.

“You can’t control it, but it’s 
oyster weather,” Russell said. 
“The VIP bar is sold out, and 
there are some of the best oysters 
in North Carolina under that tent 
right now.”

There were seven different 
See Oyster / Page 3A
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