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T deland News

Swansboro Historical 
Association is selling note-
cards featuring a print by 
Ann vonHoorn, “resident 
artist” and president of the 
association.

The print is vonHoo-
rn’s beautiful painting 
of the Swansboro water-
front, according to Cyndi 
Schachter, association sec-
retary.

“The inside is blank for 
you to include your own spe-
cial message … perfect for 
personalized Christmas greet-
ings,” she said.

The cards would also 
make a fine Christmas gift.

A box of 10 cards sells 
for $12 and all proceeds will 
be donated to the Swansboro 
Area Heritage Center.

For information on how 
to purchase the cards, call 
(860) 671-1278.

SHA sale 
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Heritage 
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By Jimmy Williams

Town commissioners may be urged to re-
consider a vote on how best to improve the 
shore-side and reduce stormwater runoff at 
Ward Shore Park.

In what shaped up as a 2-2 split at the Nov. 
27 meeting – with Commissioner Frank Tursi 
absent – the panel agreed to a plan that would 
keep Water Street open through the park, rather 
than abandoning it.

But Tursi, who was excused from the meet-
ing due to a medical procedure, said the plan 
approved would not be sufficient for the town 
to obtain the federal funds necessary to pro-
ceed.

At the Nov. 27 meeting, Scott Chase, town 
manager, asked commissioners to consider 
three options for improvements at the park. 
A definitive plan is needed for the town to 
proceed with an application for a Section 319 
Grant. Through that program, federal funds are 
available to the town for stormwater mitigation 
projects because Swansboro has in place a wa-
tershed restoration plan.

The small park is on the White Oak River 
near the south end of Water Street. Earlier this 
year commissioners approved an erosion-con-
trol project – establishing a living shoreline – at 
the park that also benefits from grant funding. 

That project has been stalled, though.
In April, the commissioners unanimously 

agreed to pursue the 319 funds to reduce runoff 
at the park. At the time, the actual plan was not 
required, but the town’s application has ad-
vanced through the funding process and a plan 
is now needed.

“We are at the next level,” Chase told com-
missioners Nov. 27.

He listed three options aimed at reducing 
runoff. Among the options was a plan sug-
gested by Commissioner Brent Hatlestad that 
would have the town abandon and remove Wa-
ter Street in the area of the park. Also suggested 
was making the street one-way, removing about 
four feet of pavement and adding permeable 
parking. A third option was to leave the street 
as is, but add permeable parking.

Chase noted that Ward Shore was once 
known as a town beach, open to swimming. 
As he made the comments, a photo of folks 
swimming on the Swansboro waterfront from 
the 1930s was displayed on the town hall video 
screens.

“It would be nice to see that kind of activity 
back at Ward Shore,” he said.

Chase then allowed Hatlestad – who has 
“championed” the cause of reducing runoff and 

Ward Shore plan 

could resurface
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Weekend Weather
The weekend weather 

will be rainy and cool, with 
highs in the low 50s and 
lows in the low-40s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by 
Adelynn Weimer, a stu-
dent in Keeley Oot’s first 
grade class at Swansboro 
Elementary School.

By Toni O’Neil

I was fortunate enough to 
enjoy the outdoors as a child, 
roaming the woods and explor-
ing, playing in creeks, watching 
birds and camping with my fam-
ily. This began my love for na-
ture and wildlife that has shaped 
my entire life. It was only 
natural that I pursued zoology at 
college and was eventually able 
to use this to share my interests 
with others through teaching 
and creating Possumwood Acres 
Wildlife Sanctuary in Hubert.

Many children today lack the 

ability to do as I did and no lon-
ger have the safety or freedom 
to roam unsupervised. Woods 
have been replaced with shop-
ping centers and creeks are pol-
luted. Camping is almost extinct 
as families no longer share 
outdoor experiences with their 
children. How are the younger 
generations going to learn about 
conservation, ecology, nature, 
native wildlife and their role in 
the environment of the future? 
This has been a growing con-
cern of mine, and something 
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Work on the B. Cameron 
Langston Bridge, expected to 
start the evening of Friday, Dec. 
14, will require reducing traffic 
to one lane. Flagmen will be on 
site to direct traffic.

The N.C. Department of 
Transportation contractor will 
repair the bridge substructure 
and install the new guardrails.

Lane closures are expected 
through March 2019. There will 
be traffic delays, according to 
Jayne Calhoun, Cedar Point 
town clerk.

Bridge work slated

(See LET’S, page �)

(See BOARD, page �)

By Jimmy Williams

When commissioners meet on Dec. 
11, they will have a chance to consider 
revisions to the Swansboro noise ordi-
nance.

At the board meeting on Nov. 27, 
Scott Chase, town manager, presented a 
preview of the options available. He left 
that meeting with a sense of, not only 
what commissioners would like to see 

changed, but also what town residents 
would like to see changed in the ordi-
nance.

Tim Bronstetter, who lives a block 
up from Front Street, site of several 
venues that feature live music, spoke on 
the matter during the initial public com-
ments section of the meeting. He noted 
that when the commissioners granted a 
special-use permit to a new downtown 
business, Sweet Edventure Dessert Bar, 

they went to great lengths to ensure that 
any music in the bar would not create a 
disturbance. Hours, instrumentation and 
placement of performers were all taken 
into account.

“I think you put some reasonable 
restrictions on it,” Bronstetter said. “It 
would be fair for all the other businesses 
if they played by the same rules.”

Also speaking up on the issue were 
Tom and Marilyn Cullison, who live on 

Hawkins Creek Lane.
Tom Cullison said he was glad to 

see the commissioners considering rule 
changes.

“We’ve written several letters,” he 
said. Cullison referred to the memo on 
noise Chase prepared. “That is tremen-
dous work that Scott did.”

Cullison also presented to board 

Noise rule change on tap

Swansboro Dance Stu-
dio staged its 13th annual 
production of the holiday 
classic, “The Nutcracker,” 
on Nov. 29 and 30 and 
Dec. 1. Due to damage 
caused by Hurricane Flor-
ence at the Swansboro 
High School Auditorium 
– the normal venue for the 
production – this year’s 
“Nutcracker” was moved 
to the auditorium at North-
side High School in Jack-
sonville. In photo above, 
from left, are Autumn 
Beech, Betsy Sylvester, 
Madi Smith and Kaitlyn 
Flint. In photo at left, 
“Clara” bids farewell to the 
“Land of Sweets.” (Mike 
Pearce photos)

Holiday classic, ‘The Nutcracker,’  performed

(See ORDINANCE, page �)
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