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Officials give tips on 
avoiding scams, fraud

As people strive to keep 
themselves and their loved 
ones healthy and safe from the 
novel coronavirus, officials offer 
tips on how to stay safe from a 
different kind of threat: scams, 
price gouging and other types 
of fraud.  

While there haven’t been 
any confirmed reports of scams 
based on the coronavirus in 
Carteret County, law enforce-
ment and government officials 
still advise residents to exercise 
caution. 
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Alfred Staton, Wake Forest
Earnest Baysden Jr.,  
Cape Carteret
Dan Zook Sr., Morehead City
Cola Thurlow, Harkers Island
Barry Baughman, Beaufort
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West Carteret’s Collins finds 
right fit on softball pitch at UNCP
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Merle Nay IV, Newport
Ginger Avery, Beaufort
Robert Cantelli Sr.,  
Morehead City
Grethel Odum, Logan, Utah
Linda Stouffer, Newport
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New data released by the N.C. Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services Friday 
show the Beaufort area zip code leads 
Carteret County in the number of deaths 
from COVID-19.

NCDHHS last week changed its position 
on providing data on confirmed COVID-19 
cases by zip code and released the informa-
tion Friday. The department notes the data 
is considered preliminary and may change 
as local health departments investigate 
cases.

In order to protect patient confidentiality, 
cases are suppressed in zip codes where the 
population is less than 500 and there are 
less than five cases.

As of Monday, Carteret County has 
reported 29 confirmed COVID-19 cases and 
three deaths. 

According to a Monday release, staff 
from the County Health Department con-
tinue to complete contact tracing, which is 
the systematic identification and monitoring 
of people who might have been exposed to 
a person diagnosed with COVID-19, for 
each confirmed case. As part of the process, 
they verify residency and the physical 

address of each confirmed case. 
The health department notes its data may 

differ from the NCDHHS, and officials rec-
ommend using the county’s zip code map 
at carteretcountync.gov/DocumentCenter/
View/8455/COVID-19-Map-Zipcodes for 
the most accurate information. 

According to the county’s preliminary 
data, there have been seven cases and two 
deaths within the 28516 zip code, which 
includes Beaufort and the unincorporated 
Down East areas of South River, Otway, 
North River, Merrimon and Straits. The 
28570 zip code, which includes Newport, 
Bogue and other unincorporated western 
Carteret areas, has had 11 cases and one 
death.

The zip code encompassing Morehead 
City, 28557, has seen one COVID-19 case. 
Emerald Isle and part of Indian Beach, 
which fall under zip code 28594, has also 
had one case. The 28512 zip code, includ-
ing Atlantic Beach, Pine Knoll Shores, 
Salter Path and part of Indian Beach, has 
seen three confirmed COVID-19 cases, ac-
cording to the county’s data. 

The western Carteret zip code 28584, 
which includes Cape Carteret, Peletier and 
Cedar Point, as well as part of Swansboro, 

has seen three cases, and 28582, which in-
cludes Stella, has seen one. Atlantic, under 
the zip code 28511, has had one case, as has 
Marshallberg under zip code 28553. The 
remaining Down East zip codes have had 
no reported cases or have populations fewer 
than 500 residents, according to the county 
and NCDHHS data.

“Residents and visitors should remain 
vigilant and continue practices that slow 
the transmission of (the coronavirus) in our 
County,” the county said in the release. “At 
this time the best way to fight this virus is 
by maintaining social distancing, wearing a 
mask in public, staying at home to the ex-
tent possible, and practicing good hygiene 
by frequently washing your hands, avoid 
touching your face, and sneeze or cough 
into a tissue or the inside of your elbow.”

For more information on COVID-19 in 
Carteret County, call the citizen inquiry 
hotline at 252-726-7060.

Contact Elise Clouser at 
elise@thenewstimes.com; by phone at 252-
726-7081 ext. 229; or follow on Twitter 
@eliseccnt.

COVID-19 cases by zip code released

The N.C. Department of Health 
and Human Services released 
a breakdown of COVID-19 
cases by zip code Friday, and 
the county released its own 
map with confirmed cases by 
zip code Monday.  (Carteret 
County graphic)
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The city announced it is 
opening up applications for a 
second round of emergency 
small business loans aimed at 
helping local businesses survive 
the COVID-19 crisis. 

In April, the Morehead 
City Council approved up to 
$300,000 for the small busi-
ness loan program. The loans 
can be used to help cover rent 
or mortgage/interest payments 
for businesses with a physical 
storefront within Morehead 
City. The businesses must 
employ 25 or fewer people to 
be eligible.

Businesses, which can 
receive up to $2,500 per month 
for two months, must demon-
strate they have been negatively 
impacted by the novel coronavi-
rus pandemic. 

According to a Friday release 
from the city, 13 local small 
businesses employing 70 people 
collectively were awarded loans 

Morehead City reopens claims for small business loans

Morehead City has opened applications for a second round of emergency 
small business loans. (Eiise Clouser photo)

amounting to $43,000 for the 
first round of applications. The 
second round of applications 
kicks off Monday and are open 
through Monday, May 18.

“We are thrilled to see busi-
ness owners take advantage of 
this loan program,” Morehead 
City Mayor Jerry Jones said 
in the release. “The applicants 

reflect an assorted type of 
businesses, as well as a diverse 
geographic representation 
throughout the City.  We hope to 
continue to help more business 
owners and their employees 
through this difficult time.”

Selected businesses will have 
up to three years to pay off the 
loan, with no required payments 

for the first 12 months. There 
is also no penalty to pay off the 
loan early. 

A committee comprised of 
the Morehead City manager and 
finance director, the Downtown 
Morehead City Inc. director and 
Carteret County Chamber of 
Commerce president reviews 
applications and makes final 
determinations on which busi-
nesses to award the loan.

For additional eligibility 
information or to apply for the 
program, visit moreheadcitync.
org. For application assistance 
or should questions arise after 
reading the eligibility criteria, 
email emergencyloan@moreh
eadcitync.org or call 252-726-
6848, ext. 110, Monday through 
Friday from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Contact Elise Clouser at 
elise@thenewstimes.com; by 
phone at 252-726-7081 ext. 
229; or follow on Twitter @eli-
seccnt.

28512,28584zipcodesreportthreecasesapiece

COVID-19 cases
by zip code

u 28557 - 1
u 28594 - 1

u 28512 - 3 
u 28584 - 3

u 28582 - 1
u 28511 - 1
u 28553 - 1 

* The remaining Down 
East zip codes have 
had no reported cases 
or have populations 
fewer than 500 resi-
dents, according to the 
county and NCDHHS 
data.

Wednesday 
May 6

Thursday 
May 7

Friday 
May 8

Saturday 
May 9

Sunday 
May 10

Low 1:16 a.m. 2:12 a.m. 3:05 a.m. 3:59 a.m. 4:52 a.m.
1:20 p.m. 2:07 p.m. 2:55 p.m. 3:43 p.m. 4:34 p.m.

High 7:15 a.m 8:07 a.m. 8:58 a.m. 9:49 a.m. 10:42 a.m.

7:46 p.m. 8:36 p.m. 9:26 p.m. 10:16 p.m. 11:08 p.m.

Newport Pig Cookin’ 
Contest canceled

NEWPORT

MIKE SHUTAK
NEWS-TIMES

A pandemic has done what 
no amount of bad weather 
could - for the first time in its 42 
years, the Newport Pig Cookin’ 
contest has been canceled. 

The Newport Pig Cookin’ 
contest, the largest nonprofit 
whole hog cooking contest in 
the country, has traditionally 
been held in early April. How-
ever, due to the novel conro-
navirus outbreak, the contest 
committee first elected to 
postpone the contest until June, 
and Sunday, the committee 
made the decision to cancel this 
year’s contest entirely.

Newport Mayor Dennis Bar-
ber said Tuesday he’s proud of 
the contest committee for “mak-
ing its calm decision.” 

“They decided in favor of 
public safety,” the mayor said. 
“I know people will be disap-
pointed, but they should be 
proud of the committee for 
making that call.” 

This cancellation is the first 
time since the contest began 
in 1979 that there won’t be a 
Newport Pig Cookin’. 

Newport Pig Cookin’ spokes-
person John Smith said the 
committee was concerned 
about the health and safety of 
the cooks, volunteers and the 
visitors who come out for the 
competition. 

“We didn’t want to spread 
coronavirus,” Mr. Smith said. 
“With the uncertainty and so-
cial distancing guidelines, we 
wanted to be safe.” 

Mr. Smith said they had 
about 45 to 50 cooks lined up 
by Sunday, many of whom had 
paid their entry fees. He said 
the committee is looking into 
refunding the cooks or arrang-
ing to carry over the entries to 
next year. 

“We’ve always had it come 
- rain, snow or sleet,” Mr. Smith 
said. “A lot of people we talk 
to are disappointed, but they 
understand. It’s a great com-
munity event...it’s one of those 
things you hate to not happen.” 
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