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T deland News

The Swansboro relief ef-
fort, in the wake of Hurricane 
Florence, is established at 
the Rotary Civic Center in 
Swansboro.

A variety of agencies has 
come together to offer assis-
tance in a variety of ways for 
people who impacted by the 
storm.

For information on the 
services available, call the 
center at (910) 545-0929.

Finding 

Helpers

Commentary
Surviving the storm from afar

75¢

Weekend Weather
The weekend weather 

calls for a chance of rain 
on Saturday with clear 
skies forecast for Sunday. 
High temperatures will be 
in the low-80s and lows 
will be in the low-70s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by 
Kayla Farmer, a student 
in Gabriela Juzgado’s 
first grade class at Sand 
Ridge Elementary School.

By Ann vonHoorn

Until we heard the words “manda-
tory evacuation” we were planning to 
stay and weather the storm. Bathtub was 
filled, jugs of water filled and put in the 
freezer; batteries, flashlights, non-perish-
able food piled high.

As predictions raised the hurricane 
threat to Category 4 targeting our own 
North Carolina coast and mandatory 
evacuation was declared, we devised 
a safer alternative. My daughter’s lake 
house in Georgia would be available. 
She graciously offered it to us and our 
toy poodle, Skippy. She also offered it to 
her father (my ex-husband) his wife and 
their two Maltese pups. We all would 
share the accommodations (without tele-
vision) for the undoubtedly brief dura-
tion of exile.

I realize this is beginning to sound 

like a mandatory group therapy session 
complete with three barking pooches, 
but “any port in a storm.” This was man-
datory evacuation, period.

Let me explain. Our first marriage 
had dissolved decades ago and each of 
us had embraced a newer, solid, bliss-
ful marriage tested by decades of life. 
Events and activities concerning children 
and grandchildren continued to connect 
us to our past. However, sharing our 
living quarters for an indeterminable 
amount of time was an impending chal-
lenge. Lots of water under the bridge, so 
to speak.

But we are adults, after all.
The dogs, so cute, white and fluffy, 

began barking their heads off for the first 
24 hours, not quite so cute. Although we 
had no television, we did have Internet 
connection.

The two brides hovered over our 

devices and barked the latest Facebook 
posts amid the chorus of canines. Grate-
ful for eye-witness reports on Facebook, 
various weather websites, and local 
news reports, we called out latest bits of 
information. Town Manager Scott Chase 
and Mayor John Davis, faithfully posted 
information and advisories.

We were concerned to follow each 
mention of our beloved coastal com-
munities and the people, homes and 
businesses under siege. Our town was on 
our minds as we waited in comfort, but 
unable to enjoy that comfort. We read 
aloud phrases and headlines across the 
room all day long, day by day. We had 
nothing else to do. It consumed us.

I failed to mention that our spouses 
were, not only computer-phobic, they 
were both extremely hard of hearing. 
This meant that each announcement was 
met with, “What?” And then they were 

repeated, but with a closely-rhyming 
counter-announcement. Close in sound, 
but totally “alternative facts.”

Rain accumulation measurements, 
tree-down reports, roof exposures, ris-
ing flood waters were somberly shared 
and prayed over. Alternative misinfor-
mation was repeated slightly distorted 
with equally distorted response. Ending 
with, “Why is Peter going hunting?!” It 
is a terrible and embarrassing thing to 
be hearing such dreadful news and suc-
cumbing to uncontrollable laughter at 
miscommunications.

Comic relief was a release to our ten-
sion.

As the days ebbed and flowed, the 
dogs adjusted and joined the team effort. 
Working as a triple-drive team of marsh-
mallows, we spouses and ex-spouses 
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The Rotary Civic Center in Swansboro is an active place these 
days as agencies and individuals volunteer to make sure that the 

community has what it needs to recover from the damage caused by 
Hurricane Florence. (Rulon photo)

By Jimmy Williams

Even as its beleaguered 
citizens were dragging downed 
limbs to the curb in Swansboro, 
key agencies and individuals 
were gathering to begin relief 
efforts.

“We pulled everybody 
together Tuesday,” Mayor John 
Davis said on Saturday, Sept. 
22. That meeting in town hall 
was an effort to get the ball 
rolling on establishing a way to 
help people.

Jennifer Davis, wife of the 
mayor, called it a brainstorming 
session.

“We knew we were going to 
need medical … debris removal 
… food … cleaning supplies 
… people need everything,” 
she said, while her husband 
engaged in conversation with 
the American Red Cross.

Jennifer Davis is a career 
development coordinator with 
Onslow County Schools and 
she splits her time between 
Swansboro and Southwest high 
schools. She and her husband 
own and operate Twice and 
Nice Ice and Dairy Queen of 
Swansboro and, as with most 
folks in the community, suffered 
damage at their home and busi-
nesses.

So that brainstorming session 
certainly came with an element 
of understanding. It included 
members of One Harbor 
Church, which meets in town 

Volunteer Frances Flanagan helps 
Allison Frazier, 12, roll a cart full of sup-

plies out to a client at the Rotary Civic 
Center. (Rulon photo)

Community assists community
buildings that were damaged 
during the storm, and the town. 
In a follow-up meeting the next 
day, Sept. 19, the Swansboro 
United Methodist Church and 
the Swansboro Area Chamber of 
Commerce were represented. By 
that afternoon, Jennifer Davis 
said, the effort was at least 
“operational.”

“By Thursday, we were at 
full speed,” Davis, who is coor-
dinating the relief effort at the 
civic center, said.

Different groups and differ-
ent individuals took responsibil-
ity for different tasks, according 
to Davis. That included logistics 
and putting together crews to do 
everything from clear trees and 
to help people navigate the red 
tape associated with government 
aid in the days and weeks to 
come. Then came a big break.

“Brandon Sewell said the 
Rotary wanted to be a part and 
he offered the building,” Davis 
said. Without the Civic Center, 
she added, “We’d never have 
made it.”

Swansboro Rotary Club 
has long been associated with 
hurricane relief efforts, locally 
– many remember the club’s 
efforts in the wake of 1999’s 
Hurricanes Dennis and Floyd 
– and regionally. (See related 
story.)

With the RCC as headquar-
ters, the volunteers — they are 
(See COMMUNITY, page �)

Western 

Carteret
The N.C. Baptist Men 

Disaster Relief Center for 
Western Carteret County is 
open at Cape Carteret Baptist 
Church.

The Cape Carteret Baptist 
Church is at 101 Anita Forte 
Drive.

The volunteers are avail-
able to help in disaster recov-
ery efforts. That includes:

• Tarping your roof
• Chainsaw work
• Tearing out sheetrock 

and insulation
• Spraying for Mold
In addition, the Cape 

Carteret Baptist Church has a 
store set up for cleaning sup-
plies, baby formula, diapers, 
water, food, work supplies 
and so forth. These items are 
free of charge.

The church is open from 
8 a.m. until 5:30 p.m., Mon-
day-Saturday, and 1-6 p.m., 
Sunday.

For information call (910) 
581-5314.

Decision coming
Town and Swansboro Fes-

tivals Committee officials are 
meeting today, Sept. 26, to 
decide if the town will host the 
Mullet Festival this year.


