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NEWS-TIMES Art from the Heart
This art exhibit is quickly approaching with 

an artist registration set for mid-February.
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Eastern Standard Time at Beaufort Bar Sylvia Toner, Havelock
Lawrence Wells Beaufort
Felicia Burns, Swansboro
Boyd Miller, Cape Carteret
Sandra Malone, Beaufort
Edward Siatkowski, Newport
Robert Parker, Atlantic Beach

(Obituaries on Pages 3,9A)

Forecast Inside Tides Deaths

Wednesday 
Jan. 29

Thursday 
Jan. 30

Friday 
Jan. 31

Saturday 
Feb. 1

Low 4:08 a.m. 4:52 a.m. 5:40 a.m. 6:35 a.m.
4:43 p.m. 5:19 p.m. 5:56 p.m. 6:39 p.m.

High 10:23 a.m 11:01 a.m. 11:41 a.m. 12:21 a.m.
10:49 p.m. 11:33 p.m. --------- 12:27 p.m.

Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

Sunny Cloudy Partly 
Sunny Rainy

High: 52 High: 51 High: 54 High: 55
Low: 37 Low: 37 Low: 45 Low: 42

Editorials ........10-11A
Sports .............. 9-12B
Coastal Living ... 1-3B
Puzzles ..................3B
Business Pulse .....4B
Church Page .........5B
Public Notices ... 6-7B
Classified Ads ... 7-8B

Brenda Gibbs, Roanoke Rapids
Margaret Morgan, Cape Carteret
Danelle Chase, Morehead City
René Pennington, Morehead City
Michael Dudley, Morehead City
Leonard Holtsford, Swansboro
James Willis Jr., Fuquay-Varina

34 YEARS SINCE CHALLENGER DISASTER
Brother of shuttle pilot
shares family memories

Pat Smith of Beaufort, brother of Capt. Michael J. Smith, the late pilot of the 
space shuttle Challenger, which exploded Jan. 28, 1986, holds a photo of the crew 
Thursday. Crew members in the photo are, back row from left, Ellison S. Onizuka, 
Sharon Christa McAuliffe, Greg Jarvis and Judy Resnik. In the front row from left, are 
Capt.  Smith, Dick Scobee and Ron McNair. (Cheryl Burke photo)

BY CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT — With 
Tuesday marking the 34th 
anniversary of the explo-
sion of the space shuttle 
Challenger, a brother of 
the shuttle’s pilot, Capt. 
Michael J. Smith, remem-
bers the tragic event as if it 
was yesterday.

“I was on my way back 
(from Cape Canaveral, Fla.) 
because they had told us 
it (the shuttle) wouldn’t fly 
because of the weather,” 
Pat Smith, 73, of Beaufort, 
said Thursday as he sat in 
his home, which has several 
photos of Capt. Smith hang-

ing on the walls. 
“I had just gotten back 

(into Beaufort) and it (news 
of the explosion) came over 
the radio while I was driv-
ing. I pulled over for a min-
ute, then went on to our 
house. About 10 minutes 
later people started show-
ing up in our yard. There 
were news crews and local 
people.”

The space shuttle 
Challenger exploded a min-
ute and 13 seconds into its 
launch over Cape Canaveral 
Jan. 28, 1986, killing Capt. 
Smith and the six other crew 
members, Dick Scobee, 
Ronald McNair, Christa 

McAuliffe, Gregory Jarvis, 
Judith Resnik and Ellison 
Onizuka.

Many of Capt. Smith’s 
relatives still live in Beaufort 
and the county, including his 
brothers, Pat and Tony. A 
sister, Ellen Leonard, lives 
in Raleigh. Capt. Smith also 
has several nieces, nephews, 
great-nieces and great-neph-
ews.

Several of his great-
nephews and great-nieces 
attend Beaufort Middle 
and Beaufort Elementary 
schools, where a mini-muse-
um in Capt. Smith’s honor is 
housed. The late shuttle pilot 

EIPD:
Murder
suspect
due in 
court
Monday

T e x a s 
and is 
expected 
in North 
Carol ina 
later this 
w e e k , 
a c c o r d -
ing to 
E m e r a l d 
Isle Police 
C h i e f 
T o n y 

Reese.
“I expect he will 

have a first appear-
ance on Monday” in 
Carteret County District 
Court, the chief said in an 
email to the News-Times 
Tuesday afternoon.

Town police earlier 
this month announced 
the arrest of Mr. Whitley, 
25, of Havelock, in the 
murder of Carl Eugene 
Jones Jr. of Newport. Mr. 
Jones’ body was found in 
a burning house at 107 
Melanie St. in Emerald 
Isle Jan. 9.

Mr. Whitley was taken 
into custody in Corpus 
Christi, Texas, earlier this 
month by members of the 
U.S. Marshal’s Service 
and the Corpus Christi 
Police Department.

According to Emerald 
Isle police, Mr. Whitley 
surrendered in Texas 
without incident and also 
faces charges in Carteret 
County of first-degree 
arson.

Town police have not 
released any information 

WHITLEY

BY BRAD RICH
NEWS-TIMES

EMERALD ISLE 
—  Patrick Keith-Reich 
Whitley, alleged to have 
committed a murder in 
Emerald Isle Jan. 9, has 
waived extradition from 

MHC focuses on non-lethal force

Marines earn rare honor for beach rescue
Take home medals for 
saving swimmers in AB

From left, facing the camera, Staff Sgt. Leary Reichartwarfel, Cpl. Anders Larsen, 
Cpl. Austin McMullen and Cpl. Timothy Watson receive the Navy and Marine Corps 
Medal Tuesday during a ceremony aboard Marine Corps Air Station Cherry Point. 
(Elise Clouser photo)

BY ELISE CLOUSER
NEWS-TIMES

CHERRY POINT — 
Four Marines were awarded 
the Navy and Marine Corps 
Medal, the highest non-com-
bat decoration for heroism, 
during a ceremony Tuesday 
morning aboard Marine 
Corps Air Station Cherry 
Point for their efforts to save 
a family caught in a rip cur-
rent off Atlantic Beach in 
2018. 

The medals were pre-
sented to Staff Sgt. Leary 
Reichartwarfel, Cpl. Anders 
Larsen, Cpl. Austin McMullen 

and Cpl. Timothy Watson, 
who jumped into action June 
15, 2018, to pull Ali Joy, 
her husband Austin and their 
young twin daughters out of 
a rip current. Unfortunately, 
Mr. Joy, who had jumped 
into the water with his wife 
to save his daughters, did not 
survive the ordeal, but the 
other family members were 
rescued, largely thanks to the 
Marines’ life-saving efforts.

“On June 15, those four 
Marines were walking on 
Atlantic Beach just enjoying 

‘It can minimize the 
injury to all parties 
involved.’               
— Deputy Chief Brian 

Dixon, 
Morehead City Police 

Department

BY ELISE CLOUSER
NEWS-TIMES

MOREHEAD CITY — 
Officers with the Morehead 
City Police Department will 
soon have a new tool at their 
disposal to help deescalate 
dangerous situations while 
avoiding the use of lethal 
force: Tasers.

Officers wrapped up 
Taser training last week and 
are now certified to use the 
weapon, a type of stun gun 

that administers a powerful 
electric shock to temporar-
ily incapacitate a subject. 
MCPD Deputy Chief Brian 
Dixon, who led the training 
sessions, said every officer 
on the force is certified, save 
for a few who were unable 
to attend training for vari-
ous reasons. The remaining 
officers will soon be trained 
and certified, as well.   

“The next step is issuance 
and fielding. Everybody 
has completed the training, 

they’re certified, so now we 
start putting them (Tasers) 
out into the field,” Deputy 
Chief Dixon said. “…They 
will be available to every 
unit or shift that’s work-
ing.”

The training involved an 
in-classroom portion where 
officers learned about the 
technology behind Tasers, 
their capabilities, laws sur-
rounding their use and situ-
ations in which it would be 
appropriate to deploy the 

weapon. Then, they partici-
pated in hands-on exercises 
deploying the weapon on 
stationary and moving tar-
gets. Some officers even 
volunteered to get first-hand 
experience of what a Taser 
shock feels like.

“They would probably  
tell you it was the lon-
gest five seconds they’ve 
ever been through, it’s not 
pleasant,” Deputy Chief 

See Force / Page 4A

See Rescue / Page 6ASee Court / Page 5A

Morehead 
City police 
officer Cassidy 
Clark trains 
with a Taser 
at the police 
department 
recently. The 
department 
purchased 
Tasers as an 
alternative to 
using lethal 
force against 
uncoopera-
tive subjects. 
(Alizé Proisy 
photo)

See Challenger / Page 5A
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