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NEWS-TIMES East 
at West 
barn burner

The West Carteret 
boys hold off East 
Carteret 74-70 in a 
rowdy barn burner.
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Eastern Standard Time at Beaufort Bar Lila Cleve, Vanceboro
Alvin Taylor Jr., North River

Jesse Gray, Newport
Benson Dudley, Beaufort

Glenn Spear, Newport
Colita Armenica, Newport

Frances Brooks, Cape Carteret
Colon Wall, Morehead City
Patrick Ausband, Beaufort

(Obituaries on Page 3A)
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CP uneasy over NCDOT plans
Board examines intersection options

East Carteret High School color guard member Addison Brock, right, rehearses Thursday with the Marching Mariners band, which will 
perform in March at Walt Disney World Resort in Orlando, Fla. (Cheryl Burke photo)

ECHS fundraises for Disney trip
‘A Disney World 

Performance is a 
magical moment, 
but part of the 
magic is providing 
opportunities for 
students that they 
would never get.’               

— Dawn Simpson, 
Band booster 

treasurer

Marcellina Castro preps a chicken pie in the kitchen 
of the Friendly Market in Morehead City ahead of 
Thanksgiving, which is Thursday. (Elise Clouser photo)

Officials expect heavy holiday traffic
County readies for Thanksgiving

Town seeks public
input on park name

BY BRAD RICH
NEWS-TIMES

CEDAR POINT — A former town commis-
sioner Thursday night urged the current board to 
quickly name the new park along the White Oak 
River for John R. Jones, the last town resident to 
own the 56 acres of land.

Commissioners, during their monthly work ses-
sion in town hall, declined to do so immediately, and 
Mayor Scott Hatsell said he didn’t think the board 
would make that decision during its regular meet-
ing Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. in town hall off Sherwood 
Avenue.

Former Commissioner Sam Meadows, a close 

BY ELISE CLOUSER
NEWS-TIMES

MOREHEAD CITY — 
With Thanksgiving coming 
up Thursday, Carteret County 
is gearing up for the holiday 
centered around good food and 
company. 

The kitchen of the Friendly 
Market in Morehead City was 
bustling with activity Friday as 
employees began prepping for 
the holiday feast, which custom-
ers could preorder through about 
mid-November. The Friendly 
Market co-owner Mindy Ballou 

Fitzpatrick said her kitchen staff 
was getting ahead on some prep 
work so they could charge full 
steam ahead on cooking begin-
ning early this week. 

“Every year this has grown,” 
Ms. Fitzpatrick said of the mar-
ket’s Thanksgiving offerings. 
“Right now, the cool thing is 
the efficiency of the kitchen. A 
lot of what we’re doing right 
now is stuff we can do ahead 
of time before we actually start 
making the foods. Everything 

section with Highway 58.
Town Administrator 

David Rief, who recently 
met with officials from 
NCDOT and Kimley-Horne, 
a Raleigh consulting firm 
that’s doing the study, briefed 
the board during its monthly 
work session in town hall 
off Sherwood Avenue.

The purpose of the dis-
cussion was to get commis-
sioners’ feelings so Mr. Rief 
could provide the town’s 
comments to Kimley-Horne, 
and he got them.

Of the possible plan to 
eliminate most intersec-
tions and the center lane in 
the five-lane highway and 

replace it with a median and 
occasional “bulb-outs” that 
would allow motorists to 
turn around, Commissioner 
Frankie Winberry said sim-
ply, “I’m against it.”

Commissioner David 
Winberry was equally suc-
cinct, “I’m against it 100 
percent.”

Commissioners John 
Nash and Pam Castellano 
said they didn’t like the 
plan but thought the town 
should not outright oppose 
it, because the town needs 
a seat at the table as discus-
sions continue.

BY BRAD RICH
NEWS-TIMES

CEDAR POINT 
— Town commissioners 
Thursday night expressed 
serious concerns about 
an N.C. Department of 
Transportation feasibility 
study that could eventually 
result in the virtual elimina-
tion of the center turn lane 
on Highway 24 and change 
the highway’s major inter-

BY CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT — East 
Carteret High School band 
members have a lot to be 
thankful for this holiday sea-
son as they prepare to head 
to Walt Disney World Resort 
to perform in a parade.

Marching Mariners band 
director Ashley Wright said 
Thursday the band will be 
at Disney World in Orlando, 
Fla., Friday-Tuesday, March 
27-31. They will perform 
Sunday, March 29, with the 

exact location and time still 
to be determined.

“I am very excited to 
take the kids on a long trip 
because they haven’t been in 
a while,” Ms. Wright said.

In order to perform at 
Disney, Ms. Wright said 
the band had to apply and 
send a performance video, 
which they did in May. They 
were notified in June they 
were accepted. However, 
it wasn’t just a matter of 
being accepted, but making 
sure the band would be able 

to raise the funds to make 
the trip, according to Ms. 
Wright.

“We told the kids at the 
beginning of the school 
year,” she said. “We didn’t 
want to tell them until we 
knew we could secure fund-
ing for the trip.”

Since making the com-
mitment, the ECHS band 
boosters and students have 
been feverishly working to 
raise the estimated $100,000 
needed to make the trip.

Band boosters’ treasurer 

Dawn Simpson said Friday 
the band actually wanted 
to make the trip last year, 
but Hurricane Florence put 
those plans on hold.

“We essentially lost 
a whole year of fundrais-
ing because of Florence,” 
Ms. Simpson said. “We are 
trying to make up for lost 
time.”

The band boosters have 
already held several fund-
raisers, including a golf 

Bottoms:
Politics
stall
school
progress
Cites local
partisan shift

BY CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT — After 
announcing plans to retire 
during a Thursday meeting 
with principals and admin-
istrators, county school 
system Superintendent 
Mat Bottoms sent an email 
s tatement 
to school 
employees 
citing con-
cerns over 
the politi-
cal climate 
locally and 
at the state 
level as fac-
tors in his 
decision.

“ W i t h 
the current climate, I feel I 
am no longer in a position 
to be an effective leader 

BOTTOMS

for the students and educa-
tors of Carteret County,” 
Mr. Bottoms stated in the 
email. “Despite being as 
enthusiastic as ever about 
teaching and learning, the 
relentless headwinds are 
counterproductive and are 
poised to stall our pur-
suits…”

Mr. Bottoms announced 
his plans to retire effec-
tive Tuesday, Dec. 31 after 
39 years with the county 
school system. He has been 
superintendent since July 
2017.

In an email statement 
Friday morning, County 
Board of Education 
Chairman Travis Day said, 
“We truly appreciate the 
39 years Mat has dedicated 
to our school system.  We 
are evaluating our options 
for an interim superinten-
dent, and the search for his 
replacement.”

As far as Mr. Bottoms’ 
letter to employees, Mr. 
Day declined to comment 
further.

Mr. Bottoms said in 
the letter to employees 
he is concerned about the 
move from a nonpartisan 
to partisan County Board 
of Education as part of his 
reason, as well as the lack 
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