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The weekend weather 
will be rainy with high 
temperatures in the 
mid-80s and lows in the 
upper-70s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by 
Oasis Hartig, who 
was a student in Kim 
Mauser’s first grade 
class at Queens Creek 
Elementary School.
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The News-Times is inside!

• Emerald Isle surf claims two lives

• Classifieds, police reports, letters, 

obituaries and Dr. Bogus are in the N-T

In today’s Tideland News ...

Commissioners will revisit request to allow food trucks, Page 3

Onslow County board grants OK for cell tower in Hubert, Page 5

Parks and Recreation sponsors hunt, chalk extravaganza, Page 7

The Mortons 
Academy One Room 
Schoolhouse features 
a peek at what it was 
like to attend school in 
Swansboro around the 
turn of the 19th cen-
tury. Built in 1880, and 
in use until the mid-
1920s, the old school-
house was moved to 
its current location on 
Main Street Exten-
sion where brothers 
Bobby and Norman 
Wells refurbished it. 
Filled with items from 
the period it was in 
use, the schoolhouse 
is open to visitors on 
Saturday and Sunday, 
10 a.m.-5 p.m., during 
the months of June, 
July and August. There 
is no admission fee. 
For information on 
arranging a tour, call 
Norman Wells at (910) 
650-3978. (Pete Rulon 
photos)

Turn-of-the-century school

Commentary

Sensitivity, 

awareness 

could mean 

improvement 

in relations
By Jimmy Williams

As we struggle to come 
to grips with racism in 
America, we should con-
sider how our words and 
actions, however innocent 
we may think, are per-
ceived. It may mean that we 
need to take the time to try 
to better understand how 
the things we do and say 
can mean different things 
to those who have been 
exposed to experiences dif-
ferent from us.

When a NASCAR 
crewmember – probably 
– fashioned a garage door 
pull into a noose at the 
Talladega race track some 
months back, it is incon-
ceivable to think that he 
was concerned about the 
impression that length of 
rope would have on Bubba 
Wallace, NASCAR’s only 
black driver, and our coun-
try as a whole.

An investigation 

revealed that the noose was 
in place in October, long 
before the death of George 
Floyd, who died while 
being arrested on suspicion 
of passing a fake $20 bill 
– and whose death has 
spawned the latest Black 
Lives Matter protests – in 
Minneapolis.

But the fact is whoever 
fashioned that noose should 
have at least understood 
what it represents to his 
fellow Americans. Had he 
been cognizant, he might 
have known that the noose 
is a powerful symbol. 
“The hangman’s noose has 
come to be one of the most 
powerful visual symbols 
directed against African-
Americans, comparable in 
the emotions that it evokes 
to that of the swastika for 
Jews,” according to the 
Anti-Defamation League. 
Giving the benefit of the 

Swansboro VFW 

earns state office

Victor Letourneaut, former 
commander of the W.E. Baggs Sr. 

Post, is the new state commander. 
(Photo contributed)

Members of the W.E. Baggs Sr. 
Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 9960 of 
Swansboro have reason to celebrate, 
as one of their own became depart-
ment commander for the state of North 
Carolina.

Victor Letourneaut, 53, who com-
manded the W.E. Baggs Sr. Post from 
2009 through 2011 and again from 2014 
through 15, assumed the position of state 

(See AWARENESS, page �)(See POST, page �)

County 

suffers 

fourth, 

fifth 

COVID 

fatalities
Onslow County this 

week recorded its fourth 
and fifth fatalities due to 
COVID-19, according to 
information from Sharon 
Russell, county manager.

 A total of 489 people 
have tested positive for 
COVID-19 in Onslow 
County as of Tuesday, 
July 14.

On Tuesday, July 11, 
the county reported 364 
cases. 

The 125 confirma-
tions easily set a weekly 
record new cases, nearly 
doubling the 74 cases 
added the week before.

Of the total, 346 are 
considered “recovered,” 
according to informa-
tion provided by Kristin 
Richmond-Hoover, 
public health director 
with the Onslow County 
Health Department, and 
posted on the depart-
ment’s website.

As of Monday, July 
13, there were 545 tests 
pending and 7,565 nega-
tive test results, accord-
ing to information from 
the county.

According to infor-
mation on the state web-
site, which only includes 
the first three fatalities, 
all three individuals 
– a man and two women 
– who died are between 
65 and 74 years old. 
Two are black and one 
is white. Those deaths 
occurred on March 22, 
May 1 and June 10.

By Jimmy Williams

While no funds are set 
aside in the 2020-21 bud-
get, Swansboro will con-
tinue to pursue establishing 
an improved Emergency 
Operations Center this year.

Town commissioners 
approved the 2020-21 bud-
get at their June 22 regular 
meeting. During discussion, 
the mayor and commission-
ers expressed concern that 
no funds had been set aside 
for the EOC.

The EOC becomes the 
center of local government 
activity in terms of severe 
weather events. It serves as 
the round-the-clock home 
for police, fire and admin-
istration. 

Since Hurricane 
Florence in 2018, elected 
officials have been uneasy 
with the EOC being housed 
in the town’s Public Safety 
Building. The building 
suffered roof damage and 
various other problems 
during the Category 1 hurri-

cane. There is concern that 
catastrophic damage could 
occur should a more power-
ful storm visit Swansboro.

Since Florence, the town 
has funded an engineer-
ing report, purchased new 
generators and completed 
repairs, but the concern 
remains. Chris Seaberg, 
town manager, shared the 
report with the commission-
ers at the meeting.

“Do we have any money 
in the budget to further 
this along?” Commissioner 
Frank Tursi asked as the the 
budget was being consid-
ered.

“Not yet,” Seaberg 
replied.

The manager said 
funds from reimburse-
ments Swansboro expects 
to receive from the Federal 
Emergency Management 
Agency could be used for 
more study. Swansboro paid 
for clean-up and repairs 
covered by FEMA and 

EOC study 

funds yet 

to see OK, 

available
Report: serious 

shortcomings in 

operations center
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