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T deland News

In a special meeting on 
May 21, town commission-
ers settled details on the draft 
of Swansboro’s budget for 
2019-20.

The document will be 
presented in a public hearing 
on Tuesday, June 4. The spe-
cial meeting begins at 6 p.m. 
and will be in the Swansboro 
town Hall Community Room.

There will be no change 
in the town’s property-tax 
rate from 2018-19. The rate 
will be 35 cents per $100 
worth of property.

What the budget rewrite 
primarily accomplished was 
reducing or eliminating a 
number of budget requests 
for various departments.

The result of the adjust-
ments is a reduction of about 
$50,000 in the overall bud-
get.

State law requires local 
governments in North 
Carolina to have a balanced 
budget approved by the first 
day of the fiscal year, July 1.

Jon Barlow, interim town 
manager, has told commis-
sioners that more changes 
could be made to the budget 
prior to adoption.

Budget 

readied

By Jimmy Williams

During last week’s special meeting of the 
Swansboro commissioners, a line was drawn 
over how the town will approach development 
in ecologically sensitive areas, specifically 
wetlands.

Commissioner Frank Tursi had asked for 
discussion on the issue to be added to the May 
21 meeting, originally called to discuss the 
2019-20 budget.

Central to the discussion is a proposal to 
enlarge the Bailey Center, an N.C. 24 strip 
mall, and the developer’s request to the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers to fill a quarter-acre 
of wetlands in order to expand the center.

Tursi wanted the board to be aware of the 
plans – for the time being under consideration 

by the corps – but he also wanted support for 
an effort to limit the new construction’s impact 
on wetlands, possibly through negotiation.

In a letter to the commissioners request-
ing the meeting, Tursi states, “If the corps 
approves the permit, more than an acre of wet-
lands will be destroyed for both phases of this 
development.”

He opened discussion by pointing out 
that the planning board will likely be getting 
a request for the project once the developer, 
Chris Bailey of Jacksonville, clears the corps.

“Bailey has submitted a request,” Tursi 
said. And, he added, “Unlike last time … we 
now have a land-use plan that discourages this. 
This will be the first test.”
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Weekend Weather
The weekend weather 

will be rainy, with highs in 
the mid-80s and lows in 
the low-70s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by Brody 
Archer, a student in Gena 
Boyer’s first grade class 
at Sand Ridge Elementary 
School.

By Caramia Valentin 

Paying for college is expen-
sive.

For military dependents 
wishing to attend colleges 
there are options. As a military 
dependent, I have been accepted 
to Lynn University in Boca 
Raton, Fla., where I will be 
majoring in journalism, using 
the Yellow Ribbon Program.

The Yellow Ribbon Program 
is offered to people who receive 
the maximum benefit rate 
under the Post-9/11 GI Bill. 
This includes those who served 
36 months active duty, Purple 
Heart recipients with an honor-
able discharge, children using 
transferred benefits if their 
sponsor is at the 100 percent 
level, and those discharged after 
60 days with a service-related 
disability. Starting Aug. 1, 
2022, both service members and 

transferee spouses at the 100 
percent level will also be grant-
ed the Yellow Ribbon Program.

Currently the Post-9/11 
GI Bill only covers up to 
$23,671.94 per academic year. 
Starting Aug. 1, 2019, it will 
cover up to $24,476.79 each 
year according to the Veterans 
Administration. Some private 
universities, such as Lynn 
University, can cost upwards 
to $50,000, leaving a student 
with around $26,000 to pay out 
of pocket. The Yellow Ribbon 
Program can further decrease 
the out-of-pocket cost when 
their charges exceed the amount 
payable under the Post-9/11 GI 
Bill.

The Yellow Ribbon Program 
was created with the Post-9/11 
Veterans Educational Assistance 
act of 2008. With the Yellow 

In the Tideland ...
Amelia Dees-Killette takes historical association helm, Page 5
Swansboro Rotary tourney awards nearly $270,000, Page 11
White Oak Elementary is featured in It’s Elementary, Page 12
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A veteran entertains at The Pug
Ben Licko of Swansboro took the microphone for 

a rousing rendition of “The Marine Corps Hymn” on 
Sunday evening, invited to the stage by Gary Lowder 
and members of Smokin’ Hot. Licko was singled out 
by Lowder in honor of Memorial Day. Smokin’ Hot per-

formed on the Harry C. Pugliese Jr. Pavilion Stage at 
Olde Towne Square on May 26, kicking off the series of 
SwanFest Sunday concerts presented by Seaside Arts 
Council. Revolution, a Beatles tribute band, will play 
Sunday, June 2, 6:30-8 p.m. (Photo contributed)

In his comments on the unpredict-
ability of altering wetlands, Frank Tursi 
pointed out that water has been seep-

ing up through the pavement near 
Main Street Extension, near the Bailey 
Center. (Williams photo)

Swansboro’s annual Arts by 
the Sea will take place Saturday, 
June 8, 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

This fabulous art and fine 
craft sale takes place along the 
streets of historic downtown 
Swansboro. The juried show 
represents some of the finest 
crafters in the Southeast.

The event also features lives 
entertainment on the Harry C. 
Pugliese Jr. Pavilion Stage at 
Olde Towne Square.

Arts by the Sea

Sailor 

dies 

after 

a fall
Swansboro 

man owned 

charter 

business
By Jimmy Williams

Swansboro lost a downtown 
businessman last week when 
Michael Frances Dunleavy, 55, 
perished in a boating mishap.

An Onslow County 
Sheriff’s Office report ruled the 
Swansboro man’s death an acci-
dent. The preliminary cause of 
death is drowning,

Dunleavy was bringing his 
vessel, SV “Fevre,” back to 
Swansboro from a maintenance 
trip on Thursday, May 23, when 
he was knocked overboard 
within sight of the Swansboro 
waterfront. Sailing with him on 
that trip was his close friend, 
Dave Newsom of Swansboro.

“Mikey asked me to go 
down to Hampstead with him to 
get his boat,” Newsom said.

The “Fevre” – the boat that 
Dunleavy used to charter trips 
as Swansboro by Sail – was 
undergoing some dry-dock 
maintenance.

Newsom said they spent 
the morning working on the 
34-foot Hunter, waxing sides 
and installing prop zincs while 
it was dry-docked. At about 
11:30 that morning, the boat 
went back in the water and they 
(See SAILOR, page �)


