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Carteret County

NEWS-TIMES

TIDES Wednesday, Nov. 30
Low:  6:31 am 7:31 pm
High:  12:31 am  12:58 pm

Sunday, Dec. 4
Low:  4:39 am 4:53 pm
High:  11:02 am  10:55 pm

Saturday, Dec. 3
Low:  10:04 am 10:10 pm
High:  3:47 am  4:01 pm

Friday, Dec. 2
Low:  8:59 am 9:22 pm
High:  2:48 am  3:04 pm

Thursday, Dec. 1
Low:  7:46 am 8:29 pm
High:  1:41 am  2:03 pm
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PINE KNOLL SHORES

BEAUFORT

florida fugitive arrested in pine knoll shores after traffic stop

See EGRESS Page 2A

oath of service

Coastal Living
Decoy Festival, Waterfowl Weekend see more big crowds; 
warm weather welcomes those to longtime annual events, 1B

Sports
Croatan rakes in bevy 
of NCSCA awards, 6A

u editor’s note - 
obituaries and memorials are on page 3b

Sheriff Buck sworn in along with register of deeds, clerk of court

NEWS-TIMES
A traffi c stop last month in 

Pine Knoll Shores led to the 
arrest of an interstate fugitive, 
police announced on their Face-
book page Monday.

Pine Knoll Shores Police De-
partment conducted a traffi c stop 
on Libby Mann, 35, of Morehead 
City on Nov. 28 after noticing an 
expired registration sticker.

During the stop, Mann was 

determined to be driving while 
impaired and was booked into 
county jail.

Mann’s passenger, Michael 
Brown, 47, of Louisville, Ky., 
was also identifi ed and found to 
be a fugitive from Florida.

Brown was wanted on felony 
charges of burglary and grand 
theft auto.

When offi cers searched their 
vehicle, police found methamphet-

amine, cocaine, 
marijuana, a 
variety of pre-
scription pills and 
many pieces of 
drug parapherna-
lia, according to 
police.

In addition 
to the fugitive 
warrants from 

Florida, Brown was also charged 

with possession with intent to 
sell and deliver methamphet-
amine, cocaine, a schedule 
II-controlled substance and a 
schedule IV-controlled sub-
stance, maintaining a vehicle to 
sell a controlled substance, pos-
session of marijuana, and pos-
session of drug paraphernalia.

Brown was booked at the 
Carteret County Jail with a 
secured bond of $75,000.

Debbie Jo Willis, left, holds the Bible for her son Sheriff Asa Buck’s oath ceremony presided over by the Honorable John E. Nobles, Jr., retired senior 
resident superior court judge.

BROWN

NEWPORT

STAFF REPORT
Reelected Carteret County Sheriff Asa 

Buck III took the oath of offi ce in the county 
courthouse Monday morning, along with other 
elected county department heads.

Sheriff Buck is entering his fi fth four-year 
term. 

The ceremony began with the Pledge of 
Allegiance, led by N.C. House of Represen-
tative-elect Celeste Carins of Emerald Isle. 
She was elected to replace longtime Rep. Pat 
McElraft, also of Emerald Isle.

After the pledge, there was a prayer, deliv-
ered by Pastor Terry McInnis of Woodville 
Baptist Church. Immediately following prayer, 
the Honorable John E. Nobles Jr., retired 
senior resident superior court judge, swore in 
Buck as sheriff.

Buck then requested Nobles to swear in all 
current sheriff’s offi ce sworn personnel.

In addition, Carteret County Register of 
Deeds Karen Hardesty and Carteret County 
Clerk of Superior Court Ken Raper, both 
reelected in November along with the sheriff, 
took their oaths for their respective offi ces.

Left to right, reelected County Sheriff Asa Buck, Register of Deeds Karen Hardesty and Clerk of 
Court Ken Raper pose after taking their oaths of offi ce in a ceremony in the courthouse Monday 
morning. (Carteret County photo) 

STAFF REPORT
Newport Town Council mem-

bers will continue a “quasi-judicial” 
hearing Thursday night regarding a 
conditional zoning request for an addi-
tional access point on Highway 70 for 
ingress and egress to a new restaurant 
under construction. This hearing is 
a continuation of an earlier meeting 
conducted the previous week and 
is scheduled for the fi rst part of the 
council’s regularly monthly meeting to 
begin at 6 p.m. in the town hall.

On Nov. 29, the town board met in 
special session to consider a request 
by Smithfi eld’s Chicken ‘N Bar-B-
Q restaurant to allow a curb cut for 
ingress and egress from Highway 70 
for its new restaurant now under con-
struction just east of the Roberts Road 
intersection.

According to town offi cials, the 
N.C. Department of Transportation 
(NCDOT) has approved the request, 
but because the location is also in 
Newport’s town limits, approval from 
the town is also required.

Earlier, the town’s planning board 
had given a green light to the request. 
All zoning requests require fi nal ap-
proval by the town council. 

Prior to making a fi nal decision, the 
council conducted a public meeting 
using a quasi-judicial hearing structure 
which restricts any comments, in sup-
port or opposition, to be founded on 
the basis of impact and on facts. Only 
residents and businesses directly im-
pacted by the project were allowed to 
express their opinions in the hearing, 
and any evidence presented without 
documentation was considered hear-
say and not accepted.

During the fi rst hearing, Jimmy 
Hibbs owner of J.E. Hibbs Electric 
Co., expressed opposition to the allow-
ance of an additional curb cut, arguing 
that it will create a safety hazard for 
vehicles entering and exiting his busi-
ness property, which is located just 
east of the new Smithfi eld’s restaurant.

He, along with Dominick Spadaro, 
vice chairman of the town’s planning 
board who had initially approved the 
request, noted that they both had been 
advised by NCDOT engineers that 

Newport town 
board to decide 
Highway 70 
access request

Newport Town Council met in special ses-
sion to consider a request by Smithfi eld’s 
Chicken ‘N Bar-B-Q restaurant to allow 
a curb cut for ingress and egress from 
Highway 70.
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