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INSIDE TIDES DEATHS

HARKERS ISLAND

Ü 1B

Sunday 
July 26

Monday
July 27

Tuesday
July 28

Wednesday 
July 29

Low 6:44 a.m. 7:36 a.m. 8:31 a.m. 9:30 a.m.
7:15 p.m. 8:24 p.m. 9:36 p.m. 10:45 p.m.

High 12:22 a.m. 1:17 a.m. 2:17 a.m. 3:21 a.m
1:05 p.m. 2:07 p.m. 3:10 p.m.  4:14 p.m.

James Reeves III, Morehead City
Lendell Murray, Chesapeake, Va.
Violet Allen, Newport
Kenneth Willard, Winnetka, Calif.
Jordan Murray, Newport
Sherrie Gavisk, Milton, Fla.
Daisy Sterlen, Raleigh

POLL 
QUESTION

Do you believe 
there will be football 

in the fall?

To VOTE, go online to 
carolinacoastonline.com

To see more on this question, pick up 
Sunday’s edition of the 

Carteret County News-Times.

?
CARTERET COUNTY SCHOOLS

MOREHEAD CITY

See Plan / Pg 12A

BEAUFORT

See Robinson / Pg 12A

Lillie Haskett, Newport
Irene Taylor, Beaufort
Kenneth Link, Newport
Charles Sutton III, Cape Carteret
Patrick Rogers, Beaufort
James Fisher, Newport
Pansy Murdoch, Wildwood

BY ELISE CLOUSER
NEWS-TIMES

The Carteret County Board 
of Commissioners is seeking to 
name the bridge spanning North 
River the Commissioner Jona-
than Robinson Bridge after the 
longtime county commissioner 
who died in May. 

The board Monday approved 
submitting an application to the 
N.C. Department of Transporta-
tion to request the name change. 
Chairperson Bill Smith said it 
likely won’t be approved until 
at least a year after Mr. Robin-
son’s death, but commissioners 
wanted to begin the process as 
soon as possible.

“Tonight’s approval of the 
application is the fi rst step in the 
process,” he said. 

The county will need to gar-
ner public support for the name 
change, including a minimum 
of three letters of support from 
local civic, business or service 
organizations, as well as dem-
onstrated family support for the 
naming. There is also a $2,000 
administration fee to help offset 
costs associated with the road, 

County requests NCDOT rename North 
River span in honor of late commissioner

ABOVE: County commissioners propose 
renaming the new North River bridge to 
the Commissioner Jonathan Robinson 
Bridge in honor of the late Down East 
commissioner who died in May. RIGHT: 
State Sen. Norm Sanderson, R-Pamlico, 
left, presents a state fl ag that was fl own 
over the North Carolina capitol to the 
children of late Commissioner Jonathan 
Robinson, Staci Robinson Rhinehardt 
and Jonathan Mathew Robinson, during 
a meeting Monday evening. 

STAFF REPORT
Offi cials announced 

Wednesday that program-
ming for the 34th annual 
N.C. Seafood Festival is be-
ing “redeveloped” in light of 
the coronavirus pandemic. 

The event was set to take 
place Friday-Sunday, Oct. 
2-4 on the Morehead City 
waterfront. Organizers 
specifi ed the festival is not 
being canceled outright, 
but a number of events will 
go virtual instead. If time 
and guidelines allow, some 
events may take place on or 
near the waterfront.  

“While answers are still 
not clear, we simply could 
not wait any longer to let 
you, our fans, know our 
direction and bring you 
to the table to enjoy this 
new experience with us,” 
the N.C. Seafood Festival 
Board of Directors said in a 
Wednesday Facebook post 
announcing new plans for 
the festival. “We know that 
taking the chance of bring-
ing over 200,000 people to 
our community would not be 
wise or safe in the situation 
of a world pandemic.”

Among the events being 
shifted is The Cooking with 
the Chefs Tent, sponsored by 
the N.C. Department of Agri-
culture, which will become a 
delivery service, according to 
a press release from festival 
organizers. Other events set 
to move online include the 
festival’s road races. 

Event Chairperson Bryan 
Starling said safety was at 
the root of the decision to 
move to events online. 

“Our biggest concern is 
keeping our Community safe 
and working to minimize 
the risk and spreading of 
COVID-19,” he stated in the 
release.  “The current gov-
ernment regulations in place 
have also impacted our abil-
ity to move forward with the 
Festival layout and activities 
that our community, spon-
sors, and attendees have 
grown to expect. We recog-
nize that this decision directly 
impacts our community and 
the many groups and orga-
nizations that work and sup-
port the Festival every year.”

Festival offi cials said more 
details about virtual experi-
ences will be announced as 
the October event date ap-
proaches. 

Seafood Festival 
shifts to mainly 
virtual events

One of a Kind 

BY CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

After a 5.5-hour meeting Wednesday, the 
Carteret County Board of Education approved 
opening schools with students attending two 
days a week, with three days of remote learn-
ing.

However, after insistence from school board 
member Travis Day, who pushed to have stu-
dents back in schools fi ve days a week, school 
administration will re-measure classrooms to 
see if more students can fi t in buildings and 
meet 6-foot socially distancing requirements.

The board will revisit the hybrid plan, which 
was recommended by new Superintendent Dr. 
Rob Jackson, two weeks after schools open to 
see if there is a way to get schools open fi ve 

BY ELISE CLOUSER

NEWS-TIMES
The Carteret County 

Board of Commission-
ers passed a resolution 
Monday setting a 
$42 million school 
bond referendum on 
the ballot for the 
November general 
election.

The board 
voted 6-0, with 
Commissioner 

Jimmy Farrington 
absent, to adopt the 

resolution and a bond or-
der during its regular monthly 

meeting in the commissioners’ 
boardroom of the administration 
complex in Beaufort. The board 
also held a required public hear-
ing on the matter, during which 
nobody spoke.

The school bond referen-
dum will appear on the ballot 
Tuesday, Nov. 3 as follows: 

“Shall the order authorizing 
$42,000,000 of bonds plus interest 

to pay the capital costs of improv-
ing, renovating, replacing and 
equipping school facilities, includ-
ing without limitation school build-
ings, safety and security measures, 
maintenance/transportation facili-
ties, athletic and physical education 
buildings and facilities, and acquir-
ing land for future school needs and 
other necessary rights-in-land for 
the Carteret County school system, 
and providing that additional taxes 
may be levied in an amount suf-
fi cient to pay the principal of and 
interest on the bonds be approved?”

Voters will answer either “yes” 
or “no” to the question, and the 
referendum passes if at least 50% of 
residents vote in favor of it. 

School system offi cials appeared 
before the board of commission-
ers in May to provide an overview 
of proposed projects to be funded 

masking 
concerns
onsite, remote learning for return
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bond

to voters
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concerns
days a week.

“I keep hearing from 
parents who say they 
want their children in 
school fi ve days a week,” 
Mr. Day said. “I think we 
owe it to them to make sure we 
have all of the data.”

Board member Clark Jenkins 
made the motion to approve Dr. 
Jackson’s recommendation for two 
days in school and three days remote, 
with the stipulation the plan be revisited in 
two weeks. Member Kathryn Chadwick made 
the second. The motion passed 4-2, with 
Brittany Wheatly absent from the meeting.

Mr. Day voted against the motion, with 
Jake Godwin abstaining. After the meet-
ing, Mr. Godwin said he wanted to wait 
longer than two weeks before revisiting 
the plan.

Under the plan, recommended by 76 
school personnel who served on seven com-
mittees, students alternate in-person days within 
each week of school. All students, prekindergar-
ten through grade 12, will be assigned a cohort, 
A or B. The two groups will alternate days, with 
cohort A attending onsite Monday and Tuesday 
with cohort B at home with remote learning. 
Wednesday will be a remote learning day for all 
students and a teacher planning and conference 
day. Thursday and Friday, cohort B will attend 
onsite, with cohort A students doing remote 
learning from home.

Parents can alternatively choose to opt into 
remote learning only.

Dr. Jackson said based on parent surveys, 
about 70% of parents want their children back 
in school.

The chairperson of each of the seven commit-
tees presented their recommendations prior to 
Dr. Jackson making his recommendation. This 
was followed by heated discussion by board 
members, with some, like Melissa Ehlers, say-
ing the board should support the recommenda-
tion of Dr. Jackson and committees.

Carteret County Schools Chief Technology Offi cer 
Mike McKay, hand on keyboard, and Communica-
tions Director Tabbie Nance, on imaging screen, 
demonstrate how a thermal imaging unit checks 
temperatures. (Cheryl Burke photo) See Bond / Pg 12A
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