
It looks like there 
will be suny skies on 
Saturday and a chance 
of rain on Sunday. High 
temperatures will be in 
the mid-80s and lows 
will be in the mid-70s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by 
Joseph Ortiz, who 
was a student in Debi 
Constable’s first grade 
class at Sand Ridge 
Elementary School.
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The News-Times is inside!

• Emerald Isle West Village shapes up

• Classifieds, editorials, letters, 

obituaries and Dr. Bogus are in the N-T

In today’s Tideland News ...

Planners give clear cutting definition, Page 3

Tideland’s series on wealth concludes, Page 5

Hubert man earns catfish citation, Page 8

It appears the pot of gold may be on one of 
Swansboro’s spoil banks, if this rainbow can be 
trusted to be true to the old tale. Rainbows have 

shown up with the summer storms that have 
graced our community lately … but there has 
been no word of gold. (Carl Lewis photo)

Somewhere under the rainbow

Commentary

Times change, 

propaganda 

techniques 

are constant 
By Dave Kaplan

I remember fondly 
some of the professors who 
attempted to teach me the 
concepts in various courses 
that I took when I went to 
the university I attended as 
an undergraduate. Several 
mentioned that changing 
times would compel us to 
make changes in the way 
we live and our roles in the 
society we inhabit.

I remember, too, con-
fronting the wisdom of 
those professors, the truths 
that they were presenting to 
us as we sat in their classes 
trying to understand what 
they were lecturing about.

As I grew older and 
experienced some of those 
changes, I often talked to 

my friends about the prob-
lems that I was experienc-
ing in finding a job I had 
chosen for my career; I was 
experiencing some of the 
difficulties that my profes-
sors had talked about years 
before.

I think about all of 
this when I view how the 
society in which I live has 
changed. Just one of those 
changes was growing up in 
a society that depended on 
the radio for transmission 
of information and mov-
ing to computers for that 
information. That change 
impresses upon me how 
this society has changed so 
much in my lifetime and 
has required changes in the 

Swansboro OK 

on food trucks

By Jimmy Williams

After months of wrangling, mobile 
food vendors – food trucks and trailers 
– will be allowed to do business in cer-
tain areas around Swansboro.

At their regular meeting on July 
26, town commissioners approved an 
amendment to the Swansboro Unified 
Development Ordinance that allows food 
trucks in certain areas and under certain 
conditions. The vote was unanimous 
and it follows a request from Elizabeth 
Shepard, owner of the food truck Urban 
Street Eats, submitted in February 2020.

Commissioners Larry Philpott and 
Frank Tursi crafted the changes, which 
limit the time and location for food 
trucks and trailers. The amendments 
were approved in spite of the fact that the 
Swansboro Planning Board recommended 
three times that no changes be made to 
the ordinance.

A food truck or trailer offers various 
fare at different locations by invitation, 
according to Shepard. She pointed out 
that pushcarts and ice cream trucks are 

allowed in town and she suggested food 
trucks be allowed as well, added to the 
UDO as a permitted use.

But the planning board members were 
reluctant to recommend approval. The 
planning board acts in advisory capacity 
to the board of commissioners, which 
has the final say on zoning changes. The 
planning board was concerned by the 
impact mobile vendors could have on 
the “brick-and-mortar” restaurants, of 
which Swansboro has many, according 
to Randy Swanson, owner of the Boro 
Cafe. Swanson, who has since purchased 
the White Oak River Bistro and has re-
branded it as il Cigno Italiano Restaurant, 
also owns Little John’s, a food truck. He 
was a critic of the change at the time.

After the planning board’s three rec-
ommendations for denial, Swansboro 
commissioners came up with their own 
proposal by way of the Philpott and Tursi 
recommendations.

Key to the proposal is the mobile ven-
dors will pay a $50 zoning fee and $500 

(See TOOLS, page �)
(See VENDORS, page �)

Remote 

meeting 

resumes
With an increase in 

the number of COVID-
19 cases, Swansboro has 
taken a measure to limit 
personal contact.

Meetings of town 
board and committees 
will return to meeting 
remotely this month, 
according to a press 
release from Paula 
Webb, assistant town 
manager and town clerk.

“Due to the increase 
in COVID-19 cases, 
board meetings will 
return to remote access 
on Aug. 23,” she said 
in the email. “All con-
troversial items deemed 
to be so by the board 
of commissioners will 
be deferred until meet-
ings return in person. 
Sign Amortization and 
Temporary Sign amend-
ment discussions have 
been deemed controver-
sial and will therefore be 
delayed.”

Those items were 
on the commissioners’ 
agenda for the Aug. 23 
regular meeting.
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Club 

hits 

snag
Swansboro 

shuts down 

Yacht Club 

rebuilding
By Jimmy Williams

Though work to rebuild 
the Swannsborough Yacht 
Club has come to a halt, 
Drew Lutheran, owner of 
the nightclub and restaurant 
on the Swansboro cause-
way, is working with town 
officials to reopen, accord-
ing to Michael Lincoln, the 
attorney representing him.

Swansboro officials 
have cited Lutheran for 
violations of building codes 
that have occurred during 

Mobile vendors restricted to 

certain areas, limits on time

(See CLUB, page �)


