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The weekend weather 
will be mostly sunny with 
highs in the low-70s and 
lows in the mid-50s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by 
Aurora Johnson, who 
is a student in Sharon 
Russell’s first grade 
class at Queens Creek 
Elementary School.
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The News-Times is inside!

• Cape Carteret streets repaired

• Classifieds, editorials, letters, 

obituaries and Dr. Bogus are in the N-T

In today’s Tideland News ...

Swansboro Area Chamber of Commerce planning to host job fair, Page 2

Swansboro millionaire shares tips on making and keeping money, Page 5

Swansboro Elementary students share tips on caring for their pets, Page 8

Cutting out clear-cutting

Commentary

How the SBI 

investigates 

police 

shootings
By Laura Lee
and Jordan Wilkie

The N.C. State Bureau 
of Investigation is look-
ing into why Pasquotank 
County sheriff’s officers 
fatally shot Andrew Brown 
Jr. on April 21. Sheriff 
Tommy Wooten II asked 
the SBI to investigate.

“It is customary 
that the State Bureau of 
Investigation investigate 
incidents of officer-
involved shootings in North 
Carolina at the request 
of local law enforcement 
agencies and prosecutors,” 
SBI Director Robert L. 
Schurmeier wrote in a pub-
lic statement.

Two other agencies will 
also investigate aspects of 
the shooting. Wooten also 
asked the N.C. Sheriffs’ 

Association to arrange for 
officers from outside agen-
cies to conduct an inde-
pendent internal review of 
Wooten’s office. The FBI 
opened its own investiga-
tion to see if federal civil 
rights laws were violated in 
the shooting of Brown.

But only the results of 
the SBI investigation will 
go to the local district attor-
ney, Andrew Womble, who 
has the power to press state 
criminal charges against 
the officers at the scene of 
Brown’s shooting.

Lawyers for Brown’s 
family support the SBI 
investigation and say that 
they immediately contact 
the agency anytime they 
receive information.

“We are working closely 

8 years old,

 and changing

The Kowalski children, from left, 
Mason, Norah, Sayla and Kyson 
deliver the hairbrushes and combs 

for the BackPack Friends to in-
clude with the Thursday, April 15, 
backpacks. (Contributed photo)

“Eight years old and changing the 
world!”

That phrase was coined by Norah 
Kowalski of Cape Carteret, 8, who 
– along with her siblings, Mason, 7, 
Sayla, 11, and Kyson, 13, – volun-
teers each Thursday with the BackPack 

Friends. Volunteers meet at Advance 
Office Solutions on Seth Thomas Lane 
in Swansboro to pack approximately 650 
bags with nutritious food for students to 
rely on over the weekend.

(See BODY, page �)(See EIGHT, page �)

Park ferry
Hammocks Beach 

State Park ferry service 
will return on a limited 
basis beginning today, 
Wednesday, May 12, 
with COVID-19 limita-
tions still in place.

There will be four 
runs to Bear Island per 
day, with room enough 
for 20 passengers on 
each vessel. Because 
of the capacity cut – 50 
percent from the typical 
max of 40 – visitors will 
be required to adhere to 
a four-hour return time 
for the shuttle back to 
the mainland.

This schedule, with 
the ferry operating 
Wednesday through 
Sunday, will be in place 
until June 1.

Ferries will embark 
at 9:20, 10:30 and 11:30 
a.m., and at 12:30 p.m.

The corresponding 
return times will be 2, 3, 
4 and 5 p.m., allowing 
visitors a four-hour win-
dow on the island after 
the approximately 30-
minute ferry ride from 
the visitor’s center.

The round-trip ferry 
fees are $6 for adults, $4 
for seniors and children 
ages 3-12, and free for 
children 2 and younger.

Huggins, Dudley and 
Jones islands are open 
for day use.

Call (910) 326-4881 
for more information.

You used to love being outdoors. But now with excess weight, you rarely leave the 
house. Why not contact the team at Carteret Health Care Weight Loss Surgery 
Center? Sign up for the free introductory class, then decide if weight loss surgery 
is right for you. Call (252) 499-6674 or visit CarteretWeightLoss.com to enroll.

Don’t let extra pounds tie you down.

By Jimmy Williams

Gathering information 
over two meetings, the 
Swansboro Planning Board 
has come up with a plan it 
hopes will stymie the clear-
cutting of residential and 
commercial developments.

A couple of projects 
over the last few years 

Planning 

board 

offers 

solution

have highlighted the need 
for some type of action. 
Owners of subdivisions 
have chosen to clear-cut 
– in some cases developing 
in what are wetland areas 
– while the town has been 
forced to create a stormwa-
ter enterprise fund to deal 
with flooding.

Trees are considered 
important for not only 
their aesthetics and shade, 
but also for their ability to 
absorb stormwater, accord-
ing to Scott Chadwick, 
planning board chairman.

During meetings in 
April and May, members 
have been able to look at 
what steps other towns have 
taken to preserve forestland.

Discussion on amending 
the town’s tree ordinance 
got underway in earnest at 
the April 19 meeting of the 
planning board.

“We’ve had quite a 
bit of discussion about 
Swansgate and the clear-
cutting that went on over 
there,” Chadwick said in 
opening discussion on the 
current ordinance.

Jennifer Ansell, town 
planner, familiarized the 
board members with the 
ordinance.

“What is the defini-
tion of clear-cut?” Jeffrey 
Conaway, planning board 
member, asked.

Ansell said that is when 
all vegetation is removed.

She said developers 
must preserve 15 trees per 
acre and if the property 
is clear cut, trees must be 
replaced at the rate of 23 
per acre, according to the 
ordinance.

“Do we have a say 
so when that happens?” 
Chadwick asked, referring 
to the replacement timeline.

Ansell said the replace-
ments must be shown on 
the preliminary plat. And, 
she added, “They are 
required to put up a bond.”

Swansgate is a 22-acre 
development at the corner 
of Swansboro Loop Road 
and Main Street Extension. 
It was the source of much 
discussion during a period 

of heavy rain just after the 
developer cleared the site 
in 2019. Adjacent land 
flooded and there was a tre-
mendous amount of runoff. 
Eventually, the developer 
was cited by the state for a 
number of violations.

“We can’t do any-
thing with Swansgate?” 
Chadwick posed.

Ansell said the devel-
oper is required to plant 23 
trees per acre for the area 
clear-cut before the town 
will sign off on the subdivi-
sion.

Chadwick offered a 
scenario: “They are cut-
ting down trees that are 18 

(See PLANNING, page �)

A ransomware attack on the Colonial Pipeline has caused 
a shortage of gasoline along the East Coast, including Cart-
eret and Onslow counties. On Tuesday, motorists were lined 
up at the Cedar Point Go Gas. As a result of the shortage, 

Onslow County government instituted its Fuel Conserva-
tion Program designed to limit non-essential travel and to 
give priority to emergency operations, according to Glenn 
Hargett, assistant county manager. (Pete Rulon photo)

Ransomware behind gasoline shortage


