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Daylight Saving Time at Beaufort Bar
Agnes Simpson, Morehead City
Johnny Long, Newport
Charlene Mercer, Cape Carteret
Mary Dean, Beaufort
Bobbie Snyder, Morehead City

(Obituaries on Page 3A)
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Beaufort residents weigh in
on Margaritaville hotel plan

PEARL 
HARBOR:
DNA t ies 
remains
to vict im

Town budget
takes shape
Cape Carteret board
aims for no tax hike

Schools
recognize
ECHS staff
Group credited with
saving student’s life

CLTRA calls for local volunteers

BY CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT — The County Board of 
Education honored several East Carteret High 
School staff members Tuesday who officials say 
saved the life of a student during a serious medi-
cal emergency March 7 at the school.

“There is no doubt, based on the medical pro-
fessionals’ evaluations, this young person is alive 
today because of the heroic efforts of this East 
Carteret High School team,” county school sys-
tem public information officer Tabbie Nance said 
during the board’s meeting in the school system’s 
central office on Safrit Drive.

After calling the ECHS personnel who helped 
during the emergency to the front of the board-
room, Ms. Nance read a narrative of the incident. 
She said the family of the student involved in 
the emergency had not given permission for the 
teen’s name to be released.

Superintendent Mat Bottoms then handed out 
certificates of recognition to each staff member. 
County Sheriff Asa Buck and school intelligence 
liaison Detective Lt. Michael Panzarella were 
also on hand to honor the staff. 

East Carteret’s school resource officer, Deputy 
Keith Moore, was among those honored for his 
quick action in performing CPR, along with biol-
ogy teacher Stephanie Sanders.

Other staff recognized were principal Katherine 
Steele, Assistant Principal Juanita Russell and 
teachers and staff members Debby Deuble, 
Shannon Harris, Beverly Jones, Abi Mason, 

See Schools / Page 2A

BY DEAN-PAUL STEPHENS
NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT — Wednesday’s 
packed community session on the 
proposed construction of a new 
hotel at the corner of Cedar and 
Orange streets gave architects an 
idea of how much work is needed to 
reconcile their ambitions with the 
concerns of town residents. 

Although anticipating a large 
number of attendees, town officials 
weren’t prepared for the influx of 
residents who crowded both sides 

of the train depot and the dozens 
more who clamored to get inside. 
This, coupled with technical diffi-
culties in the train depot’s overflow 
chamber, prompted town officials 
to schedule another work session. 

“We will hold another session,” 
reads a comment the town left on 
its Facebook page. “The date will 
be announced as soon as it is set.” 

The town streamed the work ses-
sion live on its Facebook page, as 
well. Residents who were unable 
to gain access to the train depot’s 

main chamber can still see the video 
there. 

Those who arrived early enough 
listened to presentations from 
Beaufort’s Planning and Inspections 
Director Kyle Garner and project 
officials, who discussed designs 
that differed from those present-
ed to town commissioners at their 
March 14 retreat.  

“We met some three weeks ago at 
your town commissioners’ retreat,” 
architect Tom Calloway said. “A 
number of suggestions were made 

at that meeting that we (incorpo-
rated) into our design.”

Project organizers first pub-
licly presented plans for a pro-
posed Compass Hotel at town 
commissioner’s March retreat. The 
Compass brand of hotels is an off-
shoot of the Margaritaville Hotel 
and Resorts. 

While Margaritaville-branded 
hotels tend to be a bit larger, Compass 
Hotels are for communities that prefer 

BY BRAD RICH
NEWS-TIMES

CAPE CARTERET — Town Manager Zach 
Steffey gave commissioners a balanced budget 
that calls for no tax increase Wednesday morn-
ing, but at least one board member wasn’t 
ready to approve it yet.

“There will be another budget session,” 
Commissioner Mike King said. “We don’t 
have to approve this until the end of June.”

His statement was in response to a comment 
by Commissioner Steve Martin, who said he 
was “ready to vote ‘yes’ for this budget right 
now” and send the spending plan to public 
hearing.

The board scheduled the next work session 
for 10 a.m. Tuesday, April 16 in town hall.

The $1.63 million fiscal year 2019-20 spend-
ing plan Mr. Steffey gave the board shows a 
small surplus of about $1,500, with revenues 
barely exceeding expenditures, and would 
retain the current property tax rate of $21.25 
cents per $100 of assessed value.

It’s a far cry from the 4.5-cent tax hike that 
would have been necessary under the draft Mr. 
Steffey gave the board March 20. In that draft, 
department heads’ needs and wants – expendi-
tures – had exceeded projected revenues.

From left, Nathan Block and Jayden Kalsbeek, students at Covenant Church High School in Grand 
Rapids, Mich., bag insulation Thursday at a home in Beaufort that was damaged during Hurricane 
Florence. Carteret Long Term Recovery Alliance hosted the work team. (Cheryl Burke photo)

BY CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

BROAD CREEK — Nearly 
80 high school students and 
adults from Michigan have been 
clearing large trees and debris 
and repairing homes damaged 
by Hurricane Florence.

The group, from Covenant 
Church High School in Grand 
Rapids, Mich., and World 

Renew, a disaster response and 
rehabilitation organization, 
focused on two sites Thursday 
that had major damage from 
the Category 1 hurricane, 
which devastated eastern North 
Carolina Sept. 13-14.

The homes are owned by 
wheelchair-bound residents 
who need help with repairs and 
cleanup, according to the Rev. 

Robbie Phillips, president of 
Carteret Long Term Recovery 
Alliance, an organization cre-
ated after Florence hit to help 
organize volunteers for the 
lengthy recovery period the 
county faces.

“Everyone we talk to tells 
us it will be six or seven years 

See Budget / Page 5ASee Volunteers / Page 4A

See Hotel / Page 4A

The overflow room at the Beaufort Train Depot is packed for a meeting Wednesday on the proposed Margaritaville hotel, leaving dozens of 
other residents outside due to fire safety codes, which were enforced by the Beaufort Fire Department. (Dylan Ray photo)

BY MEGAN SOULT
NEWS-TIMES

NEWPORT — Though the attack on Pearl 
Harbor was almost 78 years ago, many of the 
men and women who lost their lives remain 
unaccounted for. However, one of Carteret 
County’s residents has been identified, and his 
remains could return home.

U.S. Navy Water Tender 1st Class Edwin B. 
McCabe, 27, of Newport, was accounted for 
Nov. 26, 2018, according to the Defense POW/
MIA Accounting Agency. 

On Dec. 7, 1941, Mr. McCabe was assigned 
to the battleship USS Oklahoma, which was 
moored at Ford Island, Pearl Harbor, when the 
ship was attacked by Japanese aircraft.

During the attack, the USS Oklahoma sus-
tained multiple torpedo hits and capsized.

The attack on the ship resulted in the deaths 
of 429 crewmen, including Mr. McCabe.  

From December 1941 to June 1944, U.S. 
Navy personnel recovered the remains of the 
deceased crew and they were interred in the 
Halawa and Nu’uanu cemeteries.

In September 1947, while tasked with 
recovering and identifying fallen U.S. per-
sonnel in the Pacific Theater, members of the 
American Graves Registration Service disin-
terred the remains of U.S. casualties from the 
two cemeteries and transferred them to the 
Central Identification Laboratory at Schofield 
Barracks. 

It was there, laboratory staff confirmed the 
identity of 35 men from the USS Oklahoma.

The AGRS buried the other, unidentified 

See DNA / Page 4A
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Charisse Galileo, Beaufort
Randall Abrams, Newport
Stella Flink, Albert Lea, Minn.
Sandra Schwobel, Newport
Thurman Morton Jr., Newport

William Rawls, Newport
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