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INSIDE TIDES DEATHS

POLL
QUESTION

Overall do you think social 
media is a good thing?  

To VOTE, go online to 
carolinacoastonline.com

To see more on this question, pick up 
Sunday’s edition of the 

Carteret County News-Times.

?

Ronald Piner, Fredricksburg, Va. 
Charles McKay Jr., Beaufort
LaVaughn Hendricks, Beaufort
Donald Hollister Sr., Newport
Willa Smith, Havelock

Joseph Smithwick Sr., Newport
Charlie Cook, Cedar Point
Frances Wilcox, Morehead City
Roy Barnes Sr., Morehead City
David Lindsay Sr., Morehead City

MOREHEAD CITY

EMERALD ISLE

County reports 401 
active COVID-19 
cases Tuesday
STAFF REPORT

CARTERET COUNTY 
— Health offi cials reported 
Tuesday there are currently 401 
documented active cases of 
COVID-19 in Carteret County, 
with 76 new cases confi rmed 
since Dec. 23.

County offi ces were closed 
through Monday for the Christ-
mas holidays, so the COVID-
19 update Tuesday is the fi rst 
to be released since Dec. 23. 
In the update, offi cials reported 
there have been 2,732 total 
COVID-19 cases confi rmed 
since the onset of the pandem-
ic, with 2,306 people consid-
ered recovered and a death toll 
of 25.

Carteret Health Care in 
Morehead City reported 12 
COVID-19 patients are hospi-
talized at the facility Tuesday, 
compared to 11 hospitalizations 
reported prior to the holiday. 

Statewide, hospitalizations 
reached a record high number 
for the third consecutive day 
Tuesday with 3,377 people 
reportedly hospitalized with the 

BETTIE

See CHANGES Page 3A

See CLOSING / Pg 3A

Sunday 
Jan. 3

Monday
Jan. 4

Tuesday 
Jan. 5

Wednesday 
Jan. 6

Low 3:53 a.m. 4:46 a.m. 5:47 a.m. 6:54 a.m.
4:50 p.m. 5:36 p.m. 6:25 p.m. 7:17 p.m.

High 10:20 a.m 11:08 a.m. -------- 12:44 a.m
10:48 p.m. 11:43 p.m. 12:01 p.m. 12:58 p.m.

BRAD RICH
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If and when Emerald Isle town commis-
sioners seek public comment on possible 
changes to the beach access parking fee 
structure and the time period during which 
strand driving permitted, they seem likely to 
get an earful.

The commission, during a 2021 goal-set-
ting meeting Dec. 8, discussed extending to 
seven days a week the $10 per day fee for 
parking at the eastern and western ocean 
regional access facilities. Currently, the fee 
is charged Fridays, Saturday, Sundays and 
holidays from mid-April through mid-Sep-
tember.

The goal listed from the Dec. 8 meeting 
states commissioners support charging the 
fees seven days a week, and staff recom-
mends moving the start of paid parking to 
mid-March, although town residents and 
property owners are eligible for two free 
parking passes.

The parking fees pay for maintenance 
of the access facilities and salaries for 

lifeguards, but the proposals are dividing 
people, in part depending upon where they 
live.

Maureen Williams, who lives in the Star 
Hill development in Cape Carteret, said 
in an email Monday, “I’m very upset! I 
understand the Friday-Sunday and I support 
that. I imagine that’s when a majority of 
‘guests’ visit the beach. Some weeks we go 
3-4 times between Monday-Thursday all 
summer. It’s why we live here! But that will 
no longer happen unless I fi nd a friend on 
the island with room in their driveway.”

The town, she said, “will make the beach 
unaffordable for a lot of (Carteret County) 
residents, and that breaks my heart.”

Generally, the driving period on the 
beach runs Sept. 15 to April 30. The latest 
proposal would reduce the period to Oct. 1 
through March 15.

Emerald Isle resident Diane Schools said 
she thinks it’s “time for a shorter driving 
season. Our vacation season is much longer, 
and many families with young children 
come when rates are cheaper,” she added. 

“There’s more driving, more visitors, and 
less beach! More patrolling (by town police) 
is also needed,” she continued.

Terri Hepler, who said she lives at The 
Point nine months of the year, supports the 
beach driving change.

“There’s been a lot of changes at the 
point,” she said. “When the beach was wide 
enough for driving and they opened it back 
up, it was mostly just fi shermen and people 
wanting to park and enjoy the beach. As the 
years went on, word got out that you could 
drive on the beach and it became a place for 
kids to joyride.”

September, she said, is so warm there 
are still many children on the beach, “and 
I have seen some very close calls with kids 
and trucks.”

One option, she said, would be to keep 
trucks toward The Point and put up a bar-
ricade further down the beach, which would 
give families a place to play and give fi sher-
men plenty of room, too.

CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

After 16 years of provid-
ing free food to thousands 
of Down East residents in 
need, Active Christians To-
gether Serving Food Pantry 
Director Hazel Arthur has 
decided to close the pantry 
doors.

The 84-year-old said 
Dec. 24 it’s one of the hard-
est decisions she’s had to 
make, but due to a lack of 
volunteers and patrons, she 
felt it was time.

“I feel like I’ve done all 
that the Lord would have 
me do, and it’s time for 
someone else to take over,” 
she said. “But I can’t stop 
thinking that there may be 
someone who needs food 
and I won’t be here to help 
them.”

The last day the pantry 
handed out food was from 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Thursday, 

New Year’s Eve.
Ms. Arthur said she had 

hoped someone would step 
forward to take over the 
pantry or more volunteers 
would step up, but due to 
the coronavirus pandemic, 
that has not happened.

“Right now, it’s just me 
and two other people trying 
to do all of the work, and 
we’re all in our 70s and 
80s, and we just can’t do it 
anymore,” she said.

Now, Ms. Arthur must 
decide what to do with 
the numerous freezers, 
refrigerators and food still 
remaining in the building, 
which is the old sanctu-
ary of Woodville Baptist 
Church.

She said she’s consider-
ing donating everything to 
another food pantry in the 
Down East area.

“When we opened after 
Hurricane Isabel, our mis-

sion was to provide food 
to the Down East commu-
nities,” she said. “That’s 
where I want everything to 
go.”

Ms. Arthur and a group 
of women from Woodville 
Baptist Church opened the 
pantry in 2004 after the 
congregation moved across 
the street into their new 
facility. At that time, many 
Down East residents were 
struggling from the devas-
tating impacts of Hurricane 
Isabel, which fl ooded many 
of the communities in Sep-
tember 2003.

“We saw the need at that 
time, and when the new 
church building opened, 
our ladies auxiliary ap-
proached the church and 
asked if we could use the 
old sanctuary for missions. 
It became quickly apparent 
that the biggest need was to 
provide food to Down East 

Longtime Down East food 
pantry closing its doors

families,” she said.
Since opening the pantry 

in June 2004, Ms. Arthur 
and other volunteers have 
provided food each Thurs-
day to an average of 500 
residents a month — that is 
until the coronavirus pan-
demic temporarily shut the 
pantry down in March.

“We weren’t even sure 

if we would be allowed 
to open back up to serve 
residents, but we fi gured 
we could bring the food 
out on the front porch and 
people could safely get it,” 
she said.

While the number of 
those seeking food assis-
tance remained steady for 
a few months, Ms. Arthur 

began to notice a decline 
in the number of families 
coming for help. She’s not 
sure if that is related to 
the pandemic or another 
food pantry that operates 
at Lighthouse Chapel in 
Stacy, which also serves a 
large number of Down East 

Active Christians Together Serving Food Pantry Director Hazel Arthur looks at the closing sign on 
the front door of the pantry located in Bettie. The pantry closed for good New Year’s Eve. (Cheryl 
Burke photo)

Proposedchangestoparking,beachdrivingdrawmixedreviews

Paid parking could be in effect seven days a week next year at Emerald Isle’s major beach access lots, such as the Western Ocean Regional Access, 
under a recent proposal being considered by town commissioners. (Brad Rich photo)

‘It’s why we live here!’
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