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in droves

by the numbersrecreational hunting & fishing in carteret county

3,851
Inland Fishing License Holders (Inland 
Fish, Unified Inland Fish/Coastal Rec-
reational Fishing License(CRFL))

fishing licenses

13,991
Vessels with current registration with 
Carteret Co. listed as the tax county. 
All motorized vessels used on public 
waters including vessels which use an 
electric trolling motor must be regis-
tered. This requirement also includes 
jet skis.

registeredvessels 

1,423
Hunting Only License Holders

hunting licenses

5,218
Hunt/Inland Fish Combo License 
Holders (Hunt/Fish, Sportsman, Uni-
fied Sportsman/CRFL)

hunting/  fishing combo  licenses

485
Subsistence Licenses (No Cost 
through DHHS to benefits recipients)

subsistence  licenses

609,131
Paid Hunting License Holders in NC

total hunting  licenses sold in nc

$8,274,234
Revenue from Resident Hunting  
Licenses, Tags, Permits and Stamps

total cost of  resident hunting licenses sold in nc

$2,264,888
Revenue from Non-Resident Hunting 
Licenses, Tags, Permits and Stamps

total cost of  non-resident hunting licenses sold in nc

$10,539,122
Gross Revenue from Hunting Licenses

total cost of all  hunting licenses sold in nc

BY BRAD RICH
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Seventeen candidates filed 
for offices in six of Carteret 
County’s 11 towns Friday, the 
first day of filing for the Tues-
day, Nov. 2 municipal elections.

Six additional candidates had 
filed by about 1 p.m. Tuesday, 
bringing the total number of 
names in the ring to 23 as of 
presstime.

The parade at the County 
Board of Elections office Friday 
in Beaufort was led by Cape 

Carteret, where five candidates 
– incumbent Steve Martin and 
newcomers Sarah Wax, Cam-
eron Watts, Charles Morgan and 
John Ritchie – filed for town 
commission seats.

The following candidates 
filed Tuesday by 1 p.m.:  Trace 
Cooper, the incumbent mayor 
of Atlantic Beach; incumbent 
Mayor John Brodman and 
incumbent commissioners 
Larry Corsello, Alicia Durham 
and Bill Knecht in Pine Knoll 

Shores; and incumbent commis-
sioner Dan Taylor in Peletier.

The elections office was 
closed Monday for the Fourth 
of July holiday, but the filing 
opportunity resumed Tuesday 
at 8 a.m. and will continue from 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. on weekdays 
through Thursday, July 15. The 
final day of the filing period is 
Friday, July 16, when candi-
dates can throw their hats in the 
ring from 8 a.m. to noon.

The Carteret County Board of 

Elections office is at 1702 Live 
Oak St. in Beaufort, and the fil-
ing fee is $5.

Mr. Ritchie was the longtime 
planning board chairman in 
Cape Carteret but lost his chair-
manship and his seat in Febru-
ary when town commissioners 
decided they wanted fresh faces 
on the advisory panel and re-
quired all hopefuls for the seats, 
including incumbents, to send in 
applications.

Cape Carteret jump-starts election 
filing with five commission hopefuls

CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

If there’s any doubt about the size of the 
crowds flocking to the county for the Fourth 
of July weekend, just ask Curt Edwards of 
Bakersville.

“I came down for a father and son fishing 
trip Saturday. We couldn’t find a hotel room 
so we ended up sleeping in the truck,” Mr. 
Edwards said Sunday as he finished up a day 
of fishing at the Oceanana Fishing Pier.

Pier and restaurant manager Michelle 
Burkette agreed the holiday drew big 
crowds to the beach.

“It’s been huge,” she said Sunday. “We 
had to turn people away from our parking 
lot because it stayed full. The weather has 
been beautiful so it’s been fun.”

She added, however, that there were two 
water rescues at the pier on Saturday. In 
both instances, those involved were rescued 
from the water without life-threatening inju-
ries, according to Ms. Burkette.

“We had one man swept under the pier 
and he held on to a piling until he was 
rescued,” she said. “He was taken to the 
hospital because of cuts he received while 
he held on to the pier. The other one was a 
father who went in to save his son when he 
was pulled out in an undertow. Thankfully 
that ended up OK.”

There won’t be any official numbers 
on overnight stays over the Fourth of July 
weekend for another month or so, but Crys-
tal Coast Tourism Development Authority 
Executive Director Jim Browder said Tues-

Crowds flock to the 
county for Fourth of 
July holiday weekend 

day he suspects this year’s holiday broke a 
record set last Fourth of July.

“Based on feedback from our lodging 
partners, it looks like their occupancy was 
actually up 5 to 6 percent over last year, 
which is extremely difficult to accomplish 
because last July 2020 was an all-time re-
cord, so I think we had a really, really good 
Fourth of July this year,” he said Tuesday. 
“...I think pretty much 95 to 97 percent of 
the places were fully booked.” 

Fort Macon State Park ranger Paul Terry, 
too, said crowds were big for Fourth of July 
weekend. An estimated 28,000 people vis-
ited the park from Friday through Monday, 
compared to 25,545 visitors on Fourth of 
July weekend in 2020.

“We were very busy,” he said. “For 
what we had going on, it was a relatively 
good weekend. We had no major medical 

Crowds pack Atlantic Beach near the Oceanana Fishing Pier on Fourth of July, taking advantage of 
the picture perfect weather. (Cheryl Burke photo)

CEDAR POINTshut down

Work is to begin shortly to replace this dilapidated pier in Cedar Point’s waterfront 
park, so the town has cut off vehicular access for a few weeks. (Brad Rich photo)

Part of Cedar Point park closed to 
motorists as pier construction begins

BY BRAD RICH
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CEDAR POINT — Vehicle access to the pier and kayak 
launch area at Boathouse Creek Walking Trails Park at the 
end of Masonic Avenue has been closed and will remain 
closed for a few weeks as a contractor works to replace an 
old existing wooden pier with a new one.

The walking trails in the nature park will remain open 
to pedestrians, and parking is still available at the front of 
the park.

Town officials June 30 urged pedestrians who use the 
park to keep away from the construction site and materials 
on the waterfront so closing the park completely does not 
become necessary. 

The new pier, compliant with the Americans with Dis-
abilities Act, according to town manager David Rief, will 
be 6 feet wide and 200 feet long – the same length as the 
existing pier – with a 16-by-21-foot platform at the end 
covered by a light gray metal roof to deflect heat.

There will be a bench on the platform, as well as a 
picnic table.

The town this spring awarded the $89,000 contract 
for the project to Bobby Cahoon Marine Construction of 
Grantsboro.

Pier construction costs will be covered by a $140,000 
unsolicited, anonymous donation to the town this spring.

The remaining approximately $50,000 from the dona-
tion will allow the town to put in some picnic tables, 
benches and swings. Mr. Rief is also working on designs 
to add restrooms to the park. 
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