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INSIDE TIDES DEATHS

Perseverance pays off
MOREHEAD CITY

Ü 1B

Wednesday
May 12

Thursday 
May 13

Friday 
May 14

Saturday 
May15

Sunday 
May 16

Low 3:05 a.m. 3:43 a.m. 4:21 a.m. 5:00 a.m. 5:41 a.m.
2:39 p.m. 3:12 p.m. 3:47 p.m. 4:24 p.m. 5:06 p.m.

High 8:51 a.m 9:26 a.m. 10:03 a.m. 10:41 a.m. 11:23 a.m

9:09 p.m 9:44 p.m. 10:21 p.m. 11:00 p.m. 11:43 p.m.

Suzann Owen, San Diego, Calif.
Janet Nordskog, Atlantic
Charles Lord, Newport
Richard Murphrey, Gloucester
James Styron, Davis
Marilyn Eubanks, South River
Ginger Pettaway, Jacksonville
Edward Healey, Newport
Therese Schwarz, Havelock
Myra Supplee, Newport
Joan Lamson, Pine Knoll Shores

John Brake, Beaufort
Dallas Hill, Marshallberg
Keiko King, Havelock
Ronnie Allen, New Bern
Caroline Judd, Morehead City
Catherine Suban, Newport
Marlene Rhue, Beaufort
David Gildner, Pine Knoll Shores
Rita Greene, Morehead City
John Goodwin, Lewiston, Maine
Nell Henderson, Morehead City

SEA LEVEL CARTERET COUNTY

MOREHEAD CITY‘It’s getting scary’guns In  carteret co.

purchase permits

2016
1,130

- Total Applicants in Carteret Co.
- Permits issued in Carteret Co.

2,120
2017

880
1,653

2018
829

1,451
2019

821
1,643

2020
821

3,753

2016

concealed  handgun permits

2017
2018
2019
2020

1,310
1,165

1,777
1,437

1,979

basic nc firearm  law summary
 In order to purchase a handgun in 
North Carolina, a permit to purchase a 
handgun or a concealed handgun permit 
is required. A handgun permit must be 
obtained through the applicant’s local 
county sheriff’s office. In order to qualify 
for a permit, you must be a resident of 
the county in which you live for at least 
30 days prior to applying and possess a 
valid N.C. driver’s license or State ID Card. 
Permits are not issued for long guns (rifle 
or shotgun).

BY BRAD RICH
NEWS-TIMES

A fire Sunday morning 
destroyed the Mill Point 
Aquaculture clam hatchery 
on Nelson Neck Road in Sea 
Level.

The blaze was reported at 
5:51 a.m. by James Mor-
ris, owner of the business 
and Morris Family Shellfish 
Farms, and fire departments 

from Down East responded 
to douse the flames at the 
business.

Carteret County Fire 
Marshal Eddie Lewis said 
Monday the business was not 
insured, as it’s too expensive 
to insure businesses on the 
water.

Family members said Mon-
day they did not want to com-
ment on the fire other than to 

say they will rebuild.
According to the business’s 

website, the Morris family 
has been involved in seafood 
harvesting and sales in Sea 
Level for six generations.

“In 1984, we began grow-
ing delicious shellfish in the 
pristine waters of Core Sound 
located on the central banks 

Fire early Sunday destroys 
clam hatchery in Sea Level

James Morris examines the wreckage of his clam hatchery in Sea Level Monday. The structure was de-
stroyed in a fire Sunday morning. (Dennis Thomason photo)

See FIRE Page 5A

STAFF REPORT
The number of patients 

reportedly hospitalized with 
COVID-19 at Carteret Health 
Care fell by four over the 
weekend to one hospitalization 
reported Monday.

The hospital reported five 
COVID-19 patients Friday, 
slightly more than the two 
to three daily patients it had 
been seeing over the past few 
weeks. Despite the relatively 
low numbers of hospitaliza-
tions, Carteret County has 
recorded two COVID-related 
deaths since April 27, for 53 
deaths since the onset of the 
pandemic in March 2020.

The County Health Depart-
ment, meanwhile, reported 
16 new confirmed COVID-19 
cases Monday, for 4,985 total 
cases documented. Active 
cases went up by six to 55, 
and recovered cases stand at 
4,877.

Three new cases were 
reported at Croatan High 
School, two at White Oak El-
ementary School and one each 
at Morehead City Primary and 
West Carteret High schools. 

COVID-19  
hospitalizations 
fall over weekend; 
active cases up

CHERYL BURKE  

& ELISE CLOUSER
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MOREHEAD CITY — Mo-
torists, some impatient, waited 
in long lines Tuesday morning at 
the few gas stations that still had 
fuel to offer due to the tempo-
rary shutdown of a major East 
Coast gas pipeline following a 
cyberattack.

Michael Smith, manager of 
the Exxon Handy Mart in More-
head City, appealed to the public 
to be patient.

“We are asking people to 
remain calm,” Mr. Smith said 
after the Morehead City Police 
Department had been called to 
the station around 11 a.m. to 
ensure there were no problems. 
“We don’t know when we are 
going to get a new supply, but 
we will eventually get more.”

The station had one pump 
open for non-ethanol gas, and 
those waiting in line were trying 
to take it in stride.

“We procrastinated last night, 
and now I wish we hadn’t,” 
Alex Struyk of Morehead City 
said. “This is the fourth station 
we’ve tried. People are arguing, 
and there was a brief tiff. It’s 
getting scary out here.”

Jack Davis of Harkers Island 
said he persevered in line 
because he needed gas to get to 
doctor appointments.

“I’ve got several doctor ap-
pointments coming up so I don’t 
have a choice,” he said.

Leah Grady of Morehead 
City simply gave up.

“People are getting rude, and 
I gave up,” she said. “It’s not 

Fearingwidespreadshortage,consumersrush
tothepumpasareagasstationstryandkeepup

worth all of this.”
The issues have arisen from 

a ransomware attack on the 
operators of the Georgia-based 
Colonial Pipeline that led the 
company to temporarily sus-
pend all pipeline operations late 
last week. The Associated Press 
reports the pipeline, which 
runs from Houston, Texas, to 
the New York harbor, delivers 
around 45% of all fuel con-
sumed on the East Coast, and 
federal officials said Monday 
they are monitoring supply 
shortages in the Southeast. 

In response to the tempo-
rary pipeline shutdown, Gov. 
Roy Cooper declared a state of 

emergency Monday evening 
temporarily suspending motor 
vehicle fuel regulations in an 
effort to ensure fuel supplies 
throughout the state. 

“Today’s emergency declara-
tion will help North Carolina 
prepare for any potential motor 
vehicle fuel supply interrup-
tions across the state and ensure 
motorists are able to have ac-
cess to fuel,” Gov. Cooper said 
Monday. 

James Davis, president of 
local oil supplier J.M. Davis 
Industries, said in email to store 
managers that was shared with 
the News-Times he expects fuel 
shortages to last at least through 

this week. Colonial Pipeline 
officials have stated they hope 
to restore most service to the 
pipeline by the end of this 
week, but it could still take time 
for supplies to return to normal. 

“This shut down is crippling 
suppliers from New Orleans all 
the way to New York.  Unfor-
tunately we do not know much 
more than that at this time.   
We, and every other chain in the 
eastern US, will begin expe-
riencing outages,” Mr. Davis 
said in the email sent Monday 
evening. “We and other retailers 
had hardly any warning of this 

People wait in lines Tuesday to get gas at the Exxon Handy Mart in Morehead City following a cyber attack on the 
Colonial Pipeline. (Cheryl Burke photo)

See GAS Page 2A
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