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Coastal Living
Vocational rehab agency highlights services 
during National Disability Month, 1B

Sports
Xcessive Risk shoots to top of leaderboard in 
Atlantic Beach King Mackerel Tourney, 8B

Saturday-Sunday, Oct. 23-24, 2021 Vol. 110 - No.85 Published Wednesday and Weekends

Sunday, Oct. 24
Low:  4:03 am  5:06 pm
High:  10:33 am  10:50 pm

Monday, Oct. 25 
Low:  4:39 am  5:50 pm
High:  11:13 am  11:32 pm

TIDES Tuesday, Oct. 26
Low:  5:20 am  6:39 pm
High:  11:58 am     -------

Wednesday, Oct. 27
Low:  6:08 am  7:35 pm
High:  12:20 am    12:50 pm

u editor’s note - 
obituaries and memorials are on page 3b

MOREHEAD CITY

EMERALD ISLE

See MAYOR Page 2A

by the numbersviolent crime in north carolina vs the u.s.
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nc saw its violent crime rate drop to a ten-year low in 2013

after years of trailing the national average, nc saw its rate pass the nat. avg. in 2019 and rise substantially in 2020
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the nc homicide rate has consistently been just above the national avg until a sudden spike in 2020
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the aggravated assault rate in nc was below the national rate until 2018 and has risen in both 2019 and 2020
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the rate of rapes  flip flopped from 2016 to 2016 as nc saw a sharp spike in 2017, 2018 and 2019
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property crimes have dropped consistently in both the u.s. and nc since 2011

BRAD RICH
NEWS-TIMES

Emerald Isle mayoral can-
didate Doug Starcke recently 
posted a video statement on his 
campaign website relating to re-
cent social media revelations of 
his felony conviction on a count 
of assault by strangulation con-
nected to a July 2011 incident, 
while his opponent, Jason Hol-
land, deals with a misdemeanor 
assault charge stemming from a 
Sept. incident.

He pleaded guilty Dec. 
12, 2012, in Carteret County 
Superior Court for assaulting 
his then-wife, and also pleaded 
guilty to two misdemeanors 
— assault infl icting serious 
injury and assault on a female.

He received a sentence of 
six to eight months, suspended 
for 60 months with supervised 
probation, on the felony charge. 

The court 
sentenced Mr. 
Starke at the 
same time to 
150 days in the 
county jail, to 
be served three 
days per month, 
on the misde-
meanor charges.

He also had 
to pay court costs and have no 
contact with the victim or her 
family.

Mr. Starcke then fi led a civil 
lawsuit in 2012, alleging adul-
tery by his wife and alienation 
of affection by her alleged 
girlfriend. The suit was later 
dismissed.

The victim, in a phone 
interview Thursday, said the 
attack was not a push-and-shove 
situation, but a four-hour hor-
rifi c beating that left her with 

eyes swollen shut and bruises 
all over every square inch of her 
body.

In the campaign video titled 
“Focus on the future,” Mr. 
Starcke does not specifi cally ad-
dress the charges or the convic-
tions.

“A little over a decade ago, 
there was a situation,” he states. 
“It’s not something I’m proud 
of, and there was accountability 
for the necessary parties.”

The universal settlement, 
he said in an email interview, 
is what he meant in the video 
when he said there was “ac-
countability for the necessary 
parties.” He includes himself in 
that “accountability.”

The victim said Mr. Starcke 
has never apologized or taken 
responsibility for his actions.

“I wish him well in his run 
for mayor but I hope he admits 

that domestic violence is never 
acceptable to the citizens,” she 
said. “I’m saddened in the fact 
he was not transparent from the 
start. I hope he will be transpar-
ent to his citizens.”

In the video, Mr. Starcke 
calls the 2011 incident “an 
anomaly,” and urges potential 
voters to “judge me cover-to-
cover as if you are reading a 
novel,” and to consider his ac-
tions and deeds over the decade 
since the assault and court 
convictions. He says while 
those decade-old “pages are an 
important part of my life,” the 
period “does not defi ne who I 
am.”

Mr. Starcke, 41, co-owner 
of South Swell Surf Shop in 
Emerald and a former co-owner 
and managing partner of of First 

STARCKE

mayoral candidates address past legal problems

BY ELISE CLOUSER
NEWS-TIMES

A controversial proposal for a 30-unit 
condominium development on the down-
town Morehead City waterfront cleared its 
fi rst hurdle this week with a recommenda-
tion secured from the city’s planning board 
to rezone the property for the residential 
use.  

The proposed development, known as 

the Residences at Bask and located at 901 
and 909 Shepard St., requires rezoning 
from commercial marina (CM) district to 
planned development (PD) district if it is 
to proceed. The Morehead City Planning 
Board considered a rezoning request from 
the developers, along with a request for 
sketch development plan approval, during 
its meeting Tuesday evening at city hall on 
Bridges Street.

The proposal has apparently sparked 
some controversy in the surrounding neigh-
borhood, and a heavy crowd of supporters 
and detractors alike showed up to the  meet-
ing. Before hearing from members of the 
public, however, the planning board gave 
the fl oor to representatives of the develop-
ers behind the request, A-Team Enterprises. 
A-Team is also the fi rm behind Village 

Morehead City Planning Board recommends rezoning 
downtown lot for waterfront condo development

This artist’s rendering shows the proposed design of a 30-unit condominium development on the downtown Morehead City waterfront. Developers submitted 
a rezoning request for the development to proceed, which the Morehead City Planning Board has recommended for approval. (Contributed graphic)

requested change 

See REZONING Page 2A

BEAUFORT

BY ELISE CLOUSER
NEWS-TIMES

A civil complaint involving 
a decision made by the Carteret 
County Board of Commission-
ers in May to rezone 156 acres 
of undeveloped land off High-
way 58 near Peletier for a recre-
ational camper park is slated to 
go before a judge Monday. 

Carteret County and the 

board of commissioners, which 
are named as defendants on a 
civil complaint initially fi led in 
Carteret County Superior Court 
June 22, fi led a subsequent 
motion to dismiss the complaint 
Aug. 23. The motion to dismiss 
will be heard during the session 
of civil superior court begin-
ning at 10 a.m. Monday at the 
courthouse in Beaufort. 

The initial complaint was 
made by plaintiffs Barry and 
Cathey Blackburn, who own 
property on West Firetower 
Road near the land rezoned to 
recreational camper park (RCP) 
district in May. Other plaintiffs 
named in the complaint are Gil-
bert and Pam Taylor, James and 
Rebecca Dorris and William 
and Lou Singleton, who all also 

own property near the proposed 
camper park.  

The complaint is seeking a 
preliminary injunction essen-
tially overturning the board of 
commissioners’ 4-2 decision to 
rezone 156 acres of land previ-
ously zoned for single-family 
residential to the RCP district.

judge to consider dismissing complaint over rv park rezoning 

See SUIT Page 2A
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