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We’re part of the Mayo Clinic Care Network, giving us 
special access to Mayo Clinic knowledge, expertise and 
resources — and giving you the confidence of knowing 
you’ll receive high-quality health care, close to home. 
See how we all benefit at CarteretHealth.org/Mayo

Get a second opinion, 
 without going to a second location.
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Sunday, Sept. 26
Low:  5:20 am  6:21 pm
High:  11:51 am     --------

Monday, Sept. 27 
Low:  6:01 am  7:15 pm
High:  12:06 am  12:39 pm

TIDES Tuesday, Sept. 28
Low:  6:49 am  8:17 pm
High:  12:55 am  1:33 pm

Wednesday, Sept. 29
Low:  7:46 am  9:20 pm
High:  1:53 am    2:35 pm

Coastal Living
Sip and Sea weekend, 1B

News
Former ECHS band director 
Arnold Adams dies at age 77, 5A

u editor’s note - 
obituaries and memorials are on page 3b

MOREHEAD CITY

OCEANby the numberscrime in carteret co.
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overdose/ attempted suicide184
overdoses & att empted suicides saw a sharp spike in 2020 and have risen 400% since 2013
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drug offense increased more 500% between 2006 and 2009
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carteret county saw a 15-year high in rape/sexual assault arrests in 2012

*Number refl ects when an 
actual incident report that was 

taken by the Carteret County 
Sheriff’s Department

See MASKS Page 2A

BY CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

OCEAN — The Carteret 
County Board of Education 
unanimously approved mak-
ing masks optional once the 
county’s COVID-19 positivity 
rate drops below 5% on a con-
sistent basis. 

The action was taken Thurs-
day during a special called 
meeting in the Croatan High 
School auditorium.

As of Wednesday, the County 

Health Department reported the 
local positivity rate at 9.6%. 
The rate is a percentage of posi-
tive tests over all tests taken. 

With no discussion, board 
member Brittany Wheatly read 
a prepared motion at the begin-
ning of the meeting.

“I make a motion to make 
masks optional once the county 
positivity rate consistently 
drops below 5%,” she read, 
continuing with further recom-
mendations.

They include that school sys-
tem staff will continue to notify 
the health department of posi-
tive cases in the school system 
and notify parents of required 
exclusions from school.

Effective Thursday, school 
staff members will no longer 
be required to conduct contact 
tracing during lunch. Also im-
mediately in effect, those who 
are wearing a mask in school 

BY ELISE CLOUSER
NEWS-TIMES

The town of Morehead City last week fi led civil ac-
tion seeking a preliminary injunction against a down-
town property owner who claims ownership of portions 
of municipal streets the town insists it has full authority 
and control over.

In the complaint fi led Sept. 15 in Carteret County 
Superior Court, the town alleges the dispute threatens 
its ability to hold the 35th annual North Carolina Sea-
food Festival, which is scheduled for Friday-Sunday, 
Oct. 1-3, in downtown Morehead City. The action was 
taken against John Poag, who owns the building at the 
intersection of Evans and Shepard streets occupied by 
Southern Salt restaurant, formerly Capt. Bill’s, along 
with a parking lot directly north of the intersection. 

According to the complaint, Mr. Poag claims “that 
he owns these portions of Evans Street and Shepard 

*carteret school board votes to make masks elective if positivity rate drops below 5%
optional*

NCDHHS states quar-
antine and exclusion 
from in-person learning 
can be avoided for close 
contacts of a person with 
COVID-19 in schools 
in some circumstances. 
Those include:
u Staff, teachers and 

students who are fully 
vaccinated and do not 
have symptoms do not 
need to quarantine or 
be excluded from school 
based on exposure.
u Students who were 

exposed by another 
student do not need to 
quarantine or be exclud-
ed from school if they 
do not have symptoms 
and face masks were be-
ing used appropriately 
by both the student with 
COVID-19 and the ex-
posed student at the time 
of the exposure.
u Staff, teachers and 

students who have had 
a COVID-19 infection in 
the past 90 days and who 
do not have symptoms do 
not need to quarantine or 
be excluded from school 
based on exposure.

quarantining & exclusion

School staff members will no longer be required 
to conduct contact tracing during lunch

Bogue Sound Elementary School second-grader Daphne Grant wears a mask as she colors during class Aug. 23. 
During a vote Thursday, the Carteret County Board of Education approved making masks in schools optional once 
the county’s COVID-19 positivity rate drops consistently below 5%. (Cheryl Burke photo)

city files complaint, seeks injunction against property owner over dispute

See COMPLAINT Page 2A

The town of Morehead City fi led a civil complaint in Carteret County Superior Court 
last week asserting its authority over portions of Evans and Shepard streets in front of 
Southern Salt restaurant, pictured here, which property owner John Poag insists he owns. 
The town is seeking a preliminary injunction in the matter so it can host the 35th annual 
N.C. Seafood Festival without risk of confl ict. (Elise Clouser photo)
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