The News-Times is inside!

NEWS

• Cape Carteret UDO nearing reality
• Classifieds, police reports, obituaries,
letters and Dr. Bogus are in the N-T

In the Tideland ...

Chief Ken Jackson will be ‘dancing for dollars’ Oct. 26, Page 5
High Speed Gear lands impressive military contract, Page 9
Possumwood Acres Wildlife Sanctuary honors volunteer, Page 10
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75¢
SHA
fish fry
Aug. 19
Swansboro Historical
Association will host its
annual membership drive
on Monday, Aug. 19,
beginning at 5 p.m.
The third annual
Swansboro Historical
Association Fish Fry will
take place at Casper’s
Marina, 301 S. Water St.
in Swansboro. This will
also be the SHA’s general membership meeting.
In case of rain, the
fish fry and meeting will
be Monday, Aug. 26.
The fish fry is for
members, old and new.
Plates are free, but you
must be a member to
attend, according to
Cyndi Schachter, SHA
secretary.
Memberships for
2019-20 purchased at the
fish fry are $10.
“Additional donations are welcome and
much appreciated to
help fund the growth
of the Swansboro Area
Heritage Center and
other programs and
events we facilitate
for the community,”
Schachter said.

Church official
to be honored
Swansboro United
Methodist Church will
honor the dedicated service
to the church and the community of Becky Dorris,
director of the SUMC
childcare center, on Sept.
28.
Anyone who would like
to express their appreciation with a note or a card
they may drop it off at the
church office or email Carol
Ferry at finance@swansboroumc.org.

Weekend
Weather
The weekend
weather calls for a
chance of thundershowers Saturday and
Sunday with highs in
the low-80s and lows
in the mid-70s.
This week’s weather picture is drawn by
Bella Ramirez, who
was a student in Debi
Constable’s first grade
class at Sand Ridge
Elementary School.

Ospreys find a home in the sky
This pair of osprey has worked to construct their nest in a
unconventional site, a billboard just west of Swansboro on
N.C. 24. Although it may look like a tangled mass of branches, it is an engineering feat, well constructed and capable of

withstanding some hurricane-force winds. Most of the daylight hours, the adult birds are in search of food – successfully, as the fish in the osprey’s talon indicates – to feed their
young. (Rulon photo)

Election action delayed
More information needed
By Jimmy Williams
Due to a couple of reasons, town commissioners
put off approving a resolution calling for a special
election in Swansboro that
would coincide with the
regular municipal election
of November 2019.
Action on the resolution could have come at the
board meeting of Tuesday,
July 23. Mayor Pro Tem
Frank Tursi said the decision was made to delay that
action after consulting with

Cliff Parson, the town’s
attorney.
Swansboro will have to
schedule a special election
to fill the vacancy created
when Commissioner Angela
Clinton resigned in 2018.
“We delayed the resolution on Cliff’s advice,”
Tursi said following the
July 23 meeting. Tursi
presided in the absence of
Mayor John Davis. “There
are still ongoing discussions
with the state and county
boards of elections. As I
understand it, one question

Commentary
Governors
support
gerrymander
challenge
Testimony in the North
Carolina Gerrymandering
Trial wrapped up on
Friday, with no time frame
on when to expect a verdict.
The three judges who
will rule on the trial court
level of the case are superior court judges from around
the state, Paul Ridgeway
of Wake County and Alma
Hinton of Halifax County,
who are both Democrats,
and Joseph Crosswhite of
Iredell County, who is a

Republican.
While the ball is in their
court, several former governors have written an oped, offering an opinion on
a ruling they would like to
see. Their opinion follows.
As former governors of
North Carolina, we know
first-hand that state government works best when it
works together. We also
(See TOGETHER, page )

‘There are still ongoing discussions with the state and
county boards of elections. As
I understand it, one question
being discussed is whether current candidates can re-file.’

being discussed is whether
current candidates can refile.”
Filing for municipal
office ended on July 19
with six men signing up to
run for the three seats – but
not the partial term – that
will be decided on Nov. 5.
Ideally, filing for the special
election would have run
concurrently with the regular election, but Onslow
Interim Town Manager
County Board of Elections
Paula
Webb said the notice
Director Jason Dedmond
to Onslow County of the
said the county was not
need for the fourth-seat
aware of the need.

Frank Tursi
election went to Rose
Whitehurst, Dedmond’s
(See TOWN, page )

Church permit
OK’d, vote split
on the need for the permit.
Mayor John Davis was not in attenWhen town commissioners voted
dance. He was out of town, according
to approve a permit allowing the conto Paula Webb, interim town manager.
struction of a church on Main Street
And, with Mayor Pro Tem Frank Tursi
Extension, a full house at Swansboro
presiding, Commissioner Brent Hatlestad
Town Hall Community Room erupted in asked to be recused from the proceedapplause.
ings, citing a close relationship with the
After months of negotiations – which church.
surely were preceded by months of planIn fact, once Tursi had explained the
ning – the Swansboro congregation of
rules of the hearing, Hatlestad’s recusal
One Harbor Church had its special-use
was the first order of business.
permit.
“I had the distinct pleasure of workDespite a recommendation from
ing with One Harbor Church,” Hatlestad
the Swansboro Planning Board that the
said. That work came in the days folpermit be denied, town commissioners
lowing Hurricane Florence when church
voted 3-1 to grant the special-use permit. members assisted in a relief effort. “And,
Action came at the regular meeting on
I have also donated financially.”
July 23.
In his comments, Hatlestad said
The short-handed board listened for
that he is not a member of One Harbor
about 90 minutes as church members
Church and that he attends a church in
and staff, along with a few professionals
(See CHURCH, page )
and private citizens, testified and spoke
By Jimmy Williams
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