
The weekend weather 
will be sunny with high 
temperatures in the 
upper-70s and lows in 
the mid-50s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by 
Gabriella Medina, who 
is a student in Judy 
Hendrix’s first grade 
class at Queens Creek 
Elementary School.
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The News-Times is inside!

• Cedar Point hosts a visit with sheriff

• Classifieds, editorials, letters, 

obituaries and Dr. Bogus are in the N-T

In today’s Tideland News ...

Snappers can move ‘like lightning,’ Page 6

Pirates win second in a row Monday, Page 9

Swansboro pupils take summer trips, Page 10

Collin Hewitt, a 
member of the Swans-
boro High School 
Symphonic Band, 
played Taps during the 
Blessing of the Fleet 
on the afternoon of 
Friday, Oct. 8. About a 
dozen boats gathered 
for the Swansboro 
Mullet Festival of North 
Carolina event in the 
White Oak River near 
Casper’s Marina. The 
Rev. Tom Tapping of 
One Harbor Church 
presented the bless-
ing. Despite some rain, 
“I’m very pleased with 
the way everything 
went,” Anna Stanley, 
Swansboro Parks and 
Recreation director, 
said. For more on the 
Mullet Festival, turn to 
page 2.  (Pete Rulon 
photo)

Blessing of the Fleet

Commentary

One voter

can turn

a loser

to a winner
By Bob Hall

With early voting set to 
begin Thursday, Oct. 14, in 
many cities, a new report 
answers the question: Does 
one vote really make a dif-
ference in an election?

It turns out that how 
one person decided to vote 
– or not to vote – made the 
difference in who won or 
lost an election in 39 North 
Carolina cities in 2019.

Right here in Onslow 

County, one vote decided a 
council seat in the town of 
Holly Ridge in 2019. And 
just across the White Oak 
River from Swansboro, 
one person’s vote settled 
the race for Cape Carteret 
mayor two years ago.

When I did a similar 
analysis of 2015 elections, 
the result was basically the 
same. In nearly three dozen 
cities, the decision of one 

Dave Brown 

earns accolade
By Jimmy Williams

Swansboro author Dave Brown 
has been honored for his writing once 
again, this time for his most recent book, 
“Devil’s Den: Marines War in Lebanon 
1983.”

The book, published in 2020, earned 
a silver medal from the Military Writers 
Society of America.

Bob Doerr, MWSA president, said 
the MWSA Awards Directors presented 
“Devil’s Den” the silver medal in the cat-
egory of Historical Fiction for the 2021 
awards season.

Lt. Col. Brown, USMC (Ret.), is 
the author of three previous books, 
“Battlelines,” which he penned with 
his daughter, Tiffany Brown Holmes, 
“Bandits Below: Marine Air-Ground 
Team In Pursuit of the Bandit Sandino,” 
and “The Pound: Devil Dogs War in 
Nicaragua.” “Battlelines” earned a Gold 

Medal for Memoirs from the MWSA 
in the 2006 Awards Season and “The 
Pound” earned a Silver Medal for 
Historical Fiction from the MWSA in the 
2020 Awards Season.

“Devil’s Den” tells the story of the 
1st Battalion, 8th Marines (1/8) sent 
on a peacekeeping mission to Beirut, 
which was in the midst of a civil war, 
that turned into a war zone during their 
deployment. And, according to the 
MWSA award comments, Brown “does 
an excellent job setting the scene for 
readers and relaying the story through the 
lens of three enlisted Marines, a Navy 
corpsman, and other key figures who 
were part of the 1/8. Brown portrays the 
extraordinary courage of those on the 
ground in the middle of a confusing, dif-
ficult, dangerous and deadly time.”

The reviewer cited Brown’s excel-

(See ONE, page �)
(See AUTHOR’S, page �)

Navigate 

traffic 

circle 

properly
For many in the 

Swansboro community, 
the traffic circle encoun-
tered on Emerald Isle’s 
Emerald Drive remains 
something of a mystery.

In a press release, 
the N.C. Department of 
Transportation offered 
statistics as well as tips 
concerning roundabouts.

NCDOT’s Traffic 
Safety Unit found that 
roundabouts, which 
replaced intersections 
with 55 mile-per-hour 
speed limits, helped 
reduce crashes by 41 
percent and fatal and 
injury crashes by 79 
percent, according to the 
press release.

Though they are 
becoming more popular 
on North Carolina roads, 
not everyone feels com-
fortable using a round-
about.

There are certain 
rules that should be fol-
lowed in a roundabout. 
They include:

• Yield to any traffic 
already in the round-
about, entering only 
when you see a gap in 
traffic.

• Never enter a 
roundabout while an 
emergency vehicle with 
lights and sirens is pass-
ing through. If you are 
already in the round-
about, exit as soon as 
possible and pull over.

• Bicyclists should 
always stay in the mid-
dle of their lane while in 
a roundabout.

• Drivers should 
never pass bicyclists 
while in a roundabout.
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Panel candidates profiled
By Jimmy Williams

Swansboro voters will 
choose a mayor and three 
commissioners on Election 
Day, Tuesday, Nov. 2, 
although voters can cast 
a ballot ahead of Election 
Day.

In the 2021 election, 
incumbent John Davis and 
Dusty Rhodes are on the 
ballot for mayor. In the race 
for commissioners, incum-
bents Larry Philpott and 
Pat Turner will be joined 
by Lorenzo “Lawrence” 
Abalos, Jeffrey Conaway 
and Jerry Morse.

In Swansboro, the 
mayor is elected to a four-
year term. The mayor does 
not normally have a vote, 
but could vote in the case 
of a tie.

The town employs a 
five-member commission 
with terms staggered. So 
commissioners are selected 
every two years with the 
top two finishers serving 
four-year terms and the can-
didate in third place serv-

Morse Turner Conaway Philpott Abalos

ing a two-year term. This 
allows the voters to choose 
a majority of the voting 
board every election.

Over two weeks, 
Tideland News is profiling 
the seven candidates seek-
ing a seat on the Swansboro 
Board of Commissioners.

Last week, the two 
candidates for mayor 
were included. In today’s 
Tideland, the commissioner 
candidates are profiled. For 
the profile, the hopefuls 
were asked to consider and 

answer a list of questions.
The candidates are 

presented in the order they 
replied.

Jerry Morse, 51, lives 
at 108 Bonita Lane.

A retired captain 
with the Onslow County 
Sheriff’s Department, 
Morse is a detective with 
the Jacksonville Police 
Department.

He has lived in 
Swansboro since 2015.

“I love Swansboro and 
I want to do my part in 

helping it maintain its small 
town charm,” Morse said in 
explaining why he is run-
ning. “I think I bring fresh 
ideas to the table. I grew 
up in this county and spent 
a lot of my youth visiting 
Swansboro and I believe I 
could represent the people 
well.”

As far as his qualifica-
tions to be commissioner, 
Morse said, “First and fore-
most I love Swansboro. I 
worked many years in this 
area and in the schools, so I 

feel like I have been a large 
part of this community for 
many years even before I 
moved here. I believe in 
representing the people 
of Swansboro and believe 
my 30-plus years in law 
enforcement has given me 
a common-sense approach 
to things and helps me 
make sound decisions with 
everyone’s best interest at 
heart.”

Incumbent Pat Turner, 

Swansboro Board of Commissioners

(See FIVE, page �)


