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The weekend weather 
will be mostly sunny with 
highs in the low-70s and 
lows in the mid-40s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by 
Antoinette Shepherd, 
who is a student in 
Christina Barnes’s first 
grade class at Queens 
Creek Elementary 
School.
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The News-Times is inside!

• Bogue Inlet Pier to open Friday

• Classifieds, police reports, letters, 

obituaries and Dr. Bogus are in the N-T

This image of Queens Creek, taken on the morning of Feb. 
24, has been titled, “Rising Cubed” by the photographer. As 
the sun rises over the creek about 6:30, with the tempera-

ture at 37 degrees, it is reflected off the clouds, which are 
reflected off the creek, and mingle with the rising mist. (Barry 
Fetzer photo)

Three scenes in one

Commentary

Vanishing 

newspapers, 

community 

coverage 

concerning
By Barry Fetzer

RIP Havelock News: 
1986-2020. A small, com-
munity weekly newspaper, 
the Havelock News, has bit 
the dust. It stopped publica-
tion after its Dec. 3 edition. 
It’s another nail in the cof-
fin of local media.

And it’s not the only 
weekly paper to go silent. 
Poynter.org reported in the 
Dec. 18, 2020, edition of 
the magazine The Week, 
“During the past 16 years, 
thousands of newspapers 
across the US – most of 
them weeklies – have shut 
down, with the losses grow-
ing during the pandemic.  
Research shows that when 
the lone provider of local 
news in a community is 
lost, voter participation 

sinks and taxes rise.”
I wrote a bimonthly 

opinion column for the 
Havelock News for almost 
20 years. It’s hard not to 
miss stepping up on that 
soapbox every other week.   

Change is hard. Still, 
we might agree that, over-
all, change is positive … 
that change has advanced 
humanity. It’s hard to find 
positives, though, with 
print media’s uncontrolled 
dwindling. It’s too early to 
tell what the rise in social 
media and the demise of 
local newspapers will mean 
for our democratic repub-
lic, a form of government 
founded on the need for an 
educated, knowledgeable, 
electorate and a widely 

NCCF has plan 

to slow runoff

Using a downspout extender, 
stormwater can be directed away 
from impervious surfaces to veg-
etated areas allowing stormwater 
infiltration. This is a simple retrofit 
option.

On the heels of 2020 becoming North 
Carolina’s second wettest year ever, the 
North Carolina Coastal Federation is 
releasing a plan to address more frequent 
and intense rain events that cause com-
munities to flood, and pollute waterways 
across the state.

The Action Plan for Nature-based 
Stormwater Strategies, unveiled in a 
virtual press conference on Wednesday, 
March 3, is based on input from more 
than 60 experts from across business and 
government sectors and regions, accord-
ing to a press release. These stakeholder 
work groups recommended ways to 
enhance the use of natural and nature-
based solutions that absorb rainwater and 
reduce flooding – like planting rain gar-
dens and restoring wetlands.

“Opportunities for practical, afford-
able and effective nature-based stormwa-
ter strategies are missed in planning and 
management decisions in communities, 
roadways, forests and farms,” said Todd 
Miller, executive director of the federa-
tion. “When we seize these opportunities 
routinely to reduce flooding and protect 
water quality there will be many positive 
economic and environmental rewards for 
the whole state.”

The plan presents a few key recom-
mendations to maximize nature-based 
solutions. First, state and local govern-
ments should lead by example using 
nature-based solutions in most publicly 
funded projects. A statewide watershed 
management framework should inform 
and coordinate these state and local proj- (See INTEREST, page �)

(See SOLUTIONS, page �)

Sports 

camp 

slated
Swansboro Parks and 

Recreation Department 
will offer a spring-break 
camp for youngsters.

The five-day camp, 
8 a.m.-5 p.m. each day, 
will be March 29-31, 
and April 1 and 5.

“Each day we will 
be covering the basics 
of different sports,” said 
Robby Fellows, recre-
ation program supervi-
sor. “We’ll be practicing 
drills, learning the rules 
and, most of all, having 
some fun and friendly 
competition.”

Fellows said the 
camp, for boys and girls 
in grades 3 through 6, is 
geared to beginner level.

“Kids can learn, 
practice and enjoy play-
ing all different types of 
sports,” he said.

Among the sports 
offered will be soccer, 
basketball, tennis, pick-
leball, kickball, dodge-
ball and flag football.

Sign up on the web at 
swansboro.recdesk.com 
or call (910)326-2600.

ects. To support these outcomes, relevant 
non-profits, state leaders, professional 
societies and colleges and universities 
must make a coordinated effort to expand 

An article in the Feb. 
24 Tideland News concern-
ing an N.C. State Historic 
Preservation Office grant 
to repair the Swansboro 
Area Heritage Center had 
an error.

The center has been 
approved for funding in the 
amount of $424,000 to pay 
for repairs and resiliency 
measures at the center. 
Twice in the article, the 
grant was erroneously listed 
as $242,000.

The Tideland apologizes 
for the error.

Article corrected

A plan to convert some Swans-
boro streets to one-way traffic is 

seen as a way to improve traffic 
flow. (Jimmy Williams photo)

By Jimmy Williams

Pending an N.C. Depart-
ment of Transportation 
look, traffic patterns in 
downtown Swansboro will 
change. All of Front Street 
and portions of four other 
downtown streets are pro-
posed to be one-way traffic 
only.

Motor vehicle traffic in 
Swansboro has long been a 
source of concern and one-
way traffic has been tried 
before. (See related story.) 
Such is the case when the 
streets in a town’s primary 
business district were laid 
out in the 18th century.

Swansboro was founded 
in 1783 and, while opinions 

in 2021 may vary, and it 
may take some getting used 
to, town commissioners, at 
a meeting on Feb. 22, voted 
unanimously to approve the 
plan for one-way traffic. 
The traffic pattern is updat-
ed from the most recent 
proposal that was presented 
a year ago, in March 2020.

At that meeting last 
year, Jeff Hochanadel, spe-
cial traffic engineer with the 
Timmons Group, took com-
ments from town commis-
sioners into account. That 
led to the newest version of 
the plan.

For a couple of years 
Hochanadel has been work-

Swansboro one-way on way

(See TRAFFIC, page �)
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