
CYAN  MAGENTA   YELLOW   BLACK

Carteret County

NEWS-TIMES
Living 
History 
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Reenactors will 
bring the Civil War 
to life Saturday 
and Sunday at Fort 
Macon.
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Daylight Saving Time at Beaufort Bar
Timothy Cole, Kinston
Betty Bishop, Cape Carteret
Lawrence Spell, Cape Carteret
Kim Heatherly, Hubert
Michael Holley, Bogue

(Obituaries on Page 3A)
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JURY SENTENCES GODWIN 

TO DEATH IN 2016 CASE

Atlantic Beach names new fire chief, deputy

Decision unanimous

EIPD finds body
of lost swimmer
Second victim hospitalized

County partners with
subdivision, seeks
bids for road repairs

Jill Bergener, the mother of murder victim Wendy Tamagne, speaks to media after the sentencing of David Godwin 
Tuesday in Beaufort. (Dylan Ray photo)
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BEAUFORT — The county 
is moving forward with col-
lecting contract bids as part 
of an effort to overhaul roads 
throughout the Hibbs Acres 
subdivision. 

County staff will discuss 
the project with contractors, 
as directed by county commis-
sioners at their regular session 
April 15 in the commissioners’ 
boardroom of the administra-

tion building. 
This month’s meeting marks 

the second time commissioners 
discussed the ongoing issues 
facing residents of the sub-
division. In February, Wayne 
Fluellen and several of his 
neighbors spoke at length about 
what they described as poor 
roads throughout the subdivi-
sion. 

“The street has potholes 

Potholes 
dot the 

residential 
roads around 

Scot Drive 
in Newport. 
(Dylan Ray 

photo)

BY BRAD RICH 

MIKE SHUTAK
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EMERALD ISLE — Town 
police Monday morning recov-
ered the body of 18-year-old 
Wake Forest resident Ian 
Frazier Lewis, who was lost in 
the ocean Friday.

Mr. Lewis, a senior at Wake 
Forest High School, was the 
subject of a multi-day search 
after emergency officials 
responded to reports of two 
swimmers in distress in the 
water around 3:50 p.m. Friday. 
The second swimmer, Mary 
Paige Merical, 17, of Raleigh, 
remains hospitalized. 

In a press release Monday, 
Police Chief Tony Reese said 
officers “were able to locate 
and recover the body of Ian 
Frazier Lewis … in the area of 
the 2800 block of the Emerald 
Isle Beach Strand.

“Search and recovery efforts 
had been ongoing since the 
incident was reported Friday, 
and involved Police, Fire, EMS 
and Coast Guard assets,” he 
said. 

The U.S. Coast Guard called 
off its search around 8 p.m. 
Friday amid poor weather condi-

tions, though town officials con-
tinued searching for Mr. Lewis 
by land through the weekend.

The body of Mr. Lewis was 
recovered far to the east of 
where he was last seen in the 
ocean near Fawn Drive. 

Emergency personnel were 
able to rescue Ms. Merical, 
also a senior at Wake Forest 
High School, and transport her 
Friday afternoon to Carteret 
Health Care in Morehead City. 
She has since been moved 
to Vidant Medical Center in 
Greenville. 

According to the town 
release, both were caught in a 
rip current while swimming off 
the beach strand. 

The police chief added that 
“Emerald Isle would like to 
extend our sincere condolences 
to the family and friends of Mr. 
Lewis, as well as, our continued 
support and prayers to the fam-
ily and friends of Ms. Merical.”

Both high schoolers, 
described on social media as 
close friends, were here for 
spring break with a group of 
friends. 

No additional information 

BY MIKE SHUTAK
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ATLANTIC BEACH — 

The Atlantic Beach Fire/EMS 
Department is having a shift 
in leadership, but the new 
heads of the department are 
familiar faces. 

Atlantic Beach Town 
Manager David Walker 
announced Monday the 
selection of Senior Captain 
Casey Arthur as deputy chief 
and the promotion of long-
time Deputy Chief Michael 
Simpson as fire chief to lead 
the 14-member department 
that provides firefighting, 
EMS and lifeguard services 
to the oceanfront community. 

The promotions will become 
effective at a formal pinning 
ceremony and luncheon to be 
held in the town’s fire station 
bays at noon Thursday. 

The department reorgani-
zation comes in the wake of 
the death of long-time Fire 
Chief Adam Snyder, who died 
in a snow skiing accident in 
March. 

The selections were made 
after an in-depth review and 
assessment of the depart-
ment’s command staff by the 
manager and town council. 

During the regular council 
meeting Monday, the council 
unanimously adopted a reso-
lution in memory and recog-

nition of Chief Snyder. Mayor 
Trace Cooper said the resolu-
tion would be mounted and 
delivered to Chief Snyder’s 
family, along with the flag 
that flew over the state capital 
on the day of his death. 

“This has been a tough 
time for the town,” the mayor 
said. “One of the hallmarks 
of a great leader is to have 
officers who become leaders 
themselves.” 

Acting Chief Simpson said 
Monday he’s honored to con-
tinue leading the department.

“Having worked with Chief 
Snyder the last 19 years, I’m 
hoping we can continue to 
develop this department and 

prepare the other officers to 
take over in the next five 
years, while (we) continue 
to improve the service we 
provide Atlantic Beach,” he 
said. 

The acting chief said he 
was prepared to work as 
Chief Snyder’s deputy until 
one of them retired, and while 
Chief Snyder’s death came as 
a shock to everyone, the act-
ing chief said he feels ready 
to follow in Chief Snyder’s 
footsteps. 

“We don’t have any major 
changes (to the department) 
in the near future,” Acting 

ARTHURSIMPSON See Chief / Page 2A

See Swimmer / Page 5A

See Repairs / Page 5A

David Godwin enters the courtroom in Beaufort Tuesday 
for sentencing following his first-degree murder conviction 
April 12. (Dylan Ray photo)

Judge Joshua Willey speaks with Assistant District 
Attorney David Spence Tuesday before the jury delivers 
their sentencing recommendation Tuesday in Carteret 
County Superior Court. (Dylan Ray photo)

BY ELISE CLOUSER
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BEAUFORT — For the first 
time in Carteret County since 
1992, a jury handed down a death 
sentence Tuesday for David 
Isaiah Godwin in the 2016 mur-
der of Morehead City resident 
Wendy Tamagne. 

A jury found Mr. Godwin, 28, 

of Newport, guilty on five counts 

of first degree murder April 12. 

After about two and a half hours 

of deliberation Tuesday, the same 

jury unanimously recommended 

the death penalty for the man 

who beat, strangled and stabbed 

Ms. Tamagne to death before 

See Godwin / Page 5A

Raymond Jones, Newport
James Laird, Emerald Isle
Gordon Brinson, Swansboro
Ralph Smith, Salter Path
Eva Carawan, Morehead City

Mary Doughtie, Newport
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