
CYAN  MAGENTA   YELLOW   BLACK

Carteret County

NEWS-TIMES
Vol. 108-No. 46 Wednesday, April 17, 2019 75¢

Published Sunday, Wednesday and Friday

w w w.carteretnew stimes.com ©Carteret  Publishing Co., Inc.

Daylight Saving Time at Beaufort Bar Mary Vincent, Havelock
Edna Moore, Marshallberg
Kenny Smith, Salter Path
Vonnie Jordan, Newport
Georgia Hill, Maysville
Mary Rogers, Newport
Sharon Riley, Hubert
Amy Parham, Beaufort
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‘Bites &  Blues’ returns to w aterfront
BY MEGAN SOULT
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MOREHEAD CITY 

— Months after Hurricane 
Florence, members of the 
N.C. Seafood Festival Board 
of Directors are returning to 
a sense of normalcy by host-
ing two events that start the 
festival season: the 2019 N.C. 
Seafood Festival poster unveil-

ing and Bites & Blues.
Heavy rain Saturday eve-

ning didn’t stop ticket holders 
from coming out to enjoy the 
county’s showcase of culinary 
talent.

According to Stephanie 
McIntyre, N.C. Seafood 
Festival executive director, 
Bites & Blues has become a 
popular attraction for many in 

the county.
In fact, the event is so popu-

lar tickets tend to sell out 
within hours.

“We sold them online this 
year and they sold out excep-
tionally fast,” Ms. McIntyre 
said. “It’s become a beloved 
event for not only locals, but 
those who have second homes 
here, as well.”

Before the culinary tour 
began, a small crowd gathered 
at Sanitary Fish Market and 
Restaurant in anticipation of 
this year’s poster unveiling.

Morehead City native and 
West Carteret High School 
graduate and art teacher 
Catherine Olander was select-
ed as this year’s poster artist.

Her painting, “Carolina 

Girls,” depicts a line of fishing 
vessels along the Morehead 
City waterfront in bright and 
vibrant colors.

Ms. Olander said her inspi-
ration came from a beautiful 
spring day when her husband 
said they needed to take their 
boat out of the water. 

She was given the option 
to drive the truck and trailer 

or drive the boat. She chose 
the boat. 

Ms. Olander said the move-
ment and the reflection in the 
water was mesmerizing. 

“I always love to take pic-
tures while we (are) on the 
boat, but this day I was taking 
pictures and trying to drive 

INSIDE TODAY
On Pages 6-7A, meet the Republican 

candidates running in the Tuesday, 
April 30 primary for the U.S. House 

of Representatives seat for North 
Carolina’s 3rd Congressional District. 

County mulls hiring cleanup crew

Salvation Army reopens thrift store

CCSO: No charges 
filed, investigation
into shooting ongoing

Cape Carteret
talks tax hike
as values slump

BY DEAN-PAUL STEPHENS
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BEAUFORT — As part of 
a drive by county officials to 
address litter, staff has identified 
January, March and June as gap 
months in the N.C. Department 
of Transportation’s litter collec-
tion efforts along Carteret County 
roads. 

This is according to Planning 
and Inspections Director Eugene 
Foxworth, who updated county 

commissioners at their Monday eve-
ning regular session in the commis-
sioners’ boardroom of the adminis-
tration building. 

Monday marked the third con-
secutive regular meeting in which 
commissioners discussed what they 
and others describe as the county’s 
ongoing problems with litter. 

“It seems like once spring 
gets here (NCDOT) has a very 
active schedule for cleanup,” Mr. 
Foxworth said during Monday’s 

meeting. “It kind of dissipates some 
(but) that late winter/early spring 
time is when we (hear) the bulk of 
those complaints.” 

Mr. Foxworth highlighted some 
of the roads the county receives 
most of the complaints about, 
including Highway 58 from Jones 
County to Emerald Isle, Highway 
24, Highway 70 and Highway 101 
from Craven County to Beaufort. 

“Those are the (roads) we get 
most of the complaints on,” Mr. 

Foxworth said. 
Mr. Foxworth suggested the 

county focus on these areas during 
gap months, adding that contractors 
would pick up litter for about three 
weeks during the designated time 
under his proposal. 

“We want to stay away from the 
busy times on the roadside,” Mr. 
Foxworth said.

He also said the county should 

BY BRAD RICH
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CAPE CARTERET — Town Manager 
Zach Steffey gave commissioners a third draft 
of the 2019-20 budget Tuesday that calls for 
0.5-cent property tax increase to make up for 
an expected revenue shortage resulting from 
decreased property values in the wake of 
Hurricane Florence last September.

The board, which met for its third budget 
work session in town hall off Dolphin Street, 
briefly started trying to find ways to cut 
expenditures to eliminate the potential hike, 
but in the end, held off, except for eliminating 
$5,000 to pay for fire inspections of busi-
nesses.

The Western Carteret Fire and EMS 
Department has taken over that task for the 
businesses in its district, so the town no longer 
has to pay.

Mr. Steffey opened the session by telling 
the board he believes the county will reduce 
property values in town based on residents’ 
appeals because of hurricane damage, in some 
cases complete losses of homes, leaving only 
land to be valued.

But, he added, the county board that will 
make those final determinations won’t meet 
until later in April, so there’s no way yet to 
know for sure.

Near the end of the meeting, Mayor Dave 
Fowler said there was no reason for the board 

STAFF REPORT

SEA GATE — Carteret County Sheriff’s 
Office deputies are investigating a Sunday 
night shooting that occurred at 353 Country 
Club Lane, off Highway 101 outside of 
Newport.

 Deputies responded to the residence located 
in the Sea Gate subdivision at approximately 
9:45 p.m. Sunday, according to a release early 
Monday. 

Brian Rippy, 36, was transported to Carteret 
Health Care before being flown to Vidant 
Health in Greenville after suffering two gun-
shot wounds, one to the head and one to the 
torso.

According to the press release, Mr. Rippy 
was shot by his mother, Patrice Rippy, 64, 
who also resides in the home with other fam-
ily members.

“The home is known for its history of 
domestic violence, and Patrice Rippy told 
investigators she was in fear for her life and 
the lives of other family members inside the 
home,” the release said.

“Brian Rippy, who was unarmed at the 
time of the shooting, showed back up at the 
residence following an earlier domestic alter-
cation.

“Mr. Rippy, allegedly in a rage, threw a 

BY CHERYL BURKE
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MOREHEAD CITY — The Salvation 
Army thrift store at 1700 Arendell St. 
reopened its doors Monday after being closed 
nearly seven months for repairs following 
major damage from Hurricane Florence.

“It’s been a long road back, but this helps 
bring a sense of normalcy,” Salvation Army 
Advisory Board Chairman Warren Benton 
said. “I think a lot of people are wanting to 
get back to a normal flow of life and hope-
fully this provides some hope.”

Another important impact of the thrift 
store reopening is the return to raising funds 
through the sale of items for programs that 
assist those in need, according to Mr. Benton. 
Proceeds from the thrift store are used to help 
residents with housing, utility bills and other 
needs.

“The store is our biggest revenue generator, 
so getting this store opened is huge for us,” 
Mr. Benton said. “Thankfully, we received 
some very large grants and donations that 
bridged the time the store was closed.”

Since Hurricane Florence, Mr. Benton said 
The Salvation Army in Morehead City has 
paid out more than $260,000 to assist families 
displaced by the storm, more than $50,000 to 

From left, Salvation Army employee Andrea Richardson assists Mary Garvey, right, of 
Morehead City as she purchases items Monday from The Salvation Army thrift store in 
Morehead City. The store reopened Monday after being closed since Hurricane Florence 
damaged the building. (Cheryl Burke photo)

Recyclables and trash sit discarded near the water on Radio Island east of Morehead City. Residents and county leaders agree litter is a 
continuous problem. (Dylan Ray photo)
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Betty Messer, Emerald Isle
John Green, Morehead City
Bob Fetzer, Sea Level
Rosemary Kimball, Morehead City
Rose O’Mara, Cape Carteret
Charlene Mercer, Cape Carteret
Julia Garner, Morehead City
Thomas McQuaid Jr., Greenville
Roseann Hill, Emerald Isle

Dolores Horn, Morehead City

Making history 
East Carteret corrals its first-ever victory 

in girls soccer over West Carteret. 
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