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To VOTE, go online to
carolinacoastonline.com
Do you plan on gathering
with family and/or friends
for July 4th?
CARTERET COUNTY

County COVID-19
hospitalizations rise;
vaccination
appointments available
While health ofﬁcials reported a small increase in the
number of conﬁrmed cases of
COVID-19 in Carteret County
Wednesday, related hospitalizations at Carteret Health
Care in Morehead City are on
the rise.
According to the County
Health Department’s Wednesday COVID update, seven
individuals are currently hospitalized for treatment of the
disease caused by the novel
coronavirus, compared to four
Monday.
More than a year after the
ﬁrst case of COVID-19 was
reported in the county – on
March 20, 2020 – ofﬁcials
have tallied 4,624 conﬁrmed
known cases as of Wednesday.
That total reﬂects 23 new cases
reported since Monday.
In all, 4,508 individuals are
considered recovered, 72 cases are considered active and
44 Carteret County residents
have died.
The county is vaccinating individuals in eligible groups 1-4
per the state’s phased rollout.
As of Wednesday morning,
the county still had COVID19 vaccination appointments
available for Thursday, according to a post on the health
department’s Facebook page.
Individuals in groups 1-4
who are eligible to receive the
vaccine include health care
workers, long-term care staff
and residents, those age 65
and older, frontline essential
workers, residents of congregate settings and those with
medical conditions that put
them at higher risk for complications from COVID-19.
Those eligible who are
not yet vaccinated can make
an appointment for a clinic
Wednesday or Thursday at the
old Kmart building in Morehead City by calling 252-7288550, option 2.
Tuesday, Gov. Roy Cooper
announced the state would
ease some COVID-19 restrictions, including increasing
capacity at some businesses.
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Board approves
school calendar
that sets
exams before
Christmas break
CHERYL BURKE
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The Carteret County Board of Education
adopted a 2021-22 calendar Tuesday that
allows high school semester exams to be
given before the Christmas break, something
educators have endorsed for many years.
This will be done by cutting the ﬁrst
semester short to get exams in before the
Christmas holidays, which will start Monday, Dec. 20. There will be 81 instructional
days in the ﬁrst semester, with 100 for the
second.
High schools will prioritize which subjects require more instructional time as they
schedule for the ﬁrst and second semesters.
“This will be an unbalanced calendar in
order to get exams in before Christmas,”
chief technology ofﬁcer Mike McKay said
as he presented the proposed calendar for approval during a special meeting in the school
system’s central ofﬁce on Safrit Drive.
The 2021-22 calendar shows a traditional
attendance schedule with all students back in
classrooms ﬁve days a week. It has students
reporting for classes Monday, Aug. 23, with
the last day of school Thursday, June 2,
2022. It includes ﬁve remote learning days
that are also optional teacher workdays.
“These will be asynchronous remote

learning days. This year we had some teachers doing synchronous remote learning days
on workdays, and they weren’t truly workdays because they spent all of their time
teaching, so they weren’t able to get other
work done.”
The one thing the calendar doesn’t do is
allow students to start a week earlier, something school ofﬁcials have pushed for.
“We would love for the school year to
start a week earlier, but because of the (state)
calendar law, we can’t,” Mr. McKay said.
However, Superintendent Dr. Rob
Jackson said he has met with state Rep. Pat
McElraft, R-Carteret, regarding the calendar.
“We’re hoping there may be a compromise reached. We would like complete
ﬂexibility on our calendar,” Dr. Jackson said.
“There may be a compromise to allow us to
start (Monday) Aug. 16. This would be more
in line with the community college calendar.
We need that, especially since we will be
providing bus transportation for high school
students to take classes at the community
college.”
Dr. Jackson said if there are changes to
the calendar law he would report that to the
board as soon as possible.

Carteret County Schools chief technology ofﬁcer
Mike McKay presents information on the 2021-22
school calendar prior to its approval Tuesday by the
County Board of Education. (Cheryl Burke photo)
The board also approved the 2021-22
calendar for the Marine Science and Technologies Early College High School, which
meets on the campus of Carteret Community
College in Morehead City. MaST’s calendar
has students report Aug. 16 to follow the
CCC attendance schedule. The last day for
MaST students is Wednesday, June 1, 2022.
Board member Travis Day said he was
pleased to see the traditional school calendar allow for high school exams before
Christmas. He asked how principals would
balance instructional time in class since the
See CALENDAR Page 4A
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Beaufort Mayor Rett Newton to announce 2022 run for US Senate
JACKIE STARKEY
DIGITAL EDITOR

North Carolina’s 2022 U.S.
Senate race will become even
more crowded – and feature
a Carteret County native – as
Beaufort Mayor Rett Newton is
set to announce his bid for the
seat early next month.
Mr. Newton, who was elected
to the municipality’s top seat
in 2017 and reelected in 2019,
will join the Democratic ticket
Tuesday, April 6.
“We have such great national
challenges that I just can’t sit
on the sideline, certainly not
when our democracy is under
attack,” he told the News-Times
Thursday. “I am committed to
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running for the
U.S. Senate in
2022.”
Sen. Richard Burr, a
Republican,
will not seek
a fourth term,
and the seat has
NEWTON
garnered wide
interest across
the political spectrum. North
Carolina’s position as a swing
state is sure to attract money and
attention to the race as Democrats and Republicans look for
gains in a split Senate.
A number of Democrats have
already joined the race, including a serving state senator and
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a former one. Past N.C. Supreme Court Chief Justice Cheri
Beasley, who lost her November
reelection bid by 401 ballots, is
expected to announce her run
next month as well.
Mr. Newton, a doctoral
student at the Duke University Marine Lab, said he was
motivated to act following the
riot at the U.S. Capitol Jan. 6.
As of Thursday, federal prosecutors had charged more than 320
individuals in connection to the
attack, with at least 143 defendants indicted by grand juries,
CBS News reported.
In a statement days after the
mob swarmed the Capitol Building, the mayor said he struggled

to publicly address the assault.
“I was a squadron commander
at Seymour Johnson Air Force
Base during 9/11 and briefed my
squadron aircrew on rules of engagement that included the possibility of having to shoot down
an airliner and thinking ‘how
could this act of terrorism happen in our country?’” the mayor
told the News-Times Jan. 13.
“I had a similar sinking feeling
on Jan 6 ‘how could this act of
terrorism happen in our country,’
especially when it clearly was
preventable on so many levels. I
just don’t have the right words.”
Thursday, Mr. Newton said
See NEWTON Page 4A
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1:48 a.m.

2:39 a.m.

3:31 a.m.

4:23 a.m.

2:12 p.m.

2:54 p.m.

3:37 p.m.

4:22 p.m.

8:01 a.m

8:47 a.m.
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10:21 a.m
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10:50 p.m

James Murdoch, Chesapeake, Va.
Ada Smith, Beaufort
John Ard Jr., Morehead City
Albert Fisher, New Bern
Tiffany Guthrie, Havelock
Hazel Conway, Havelock

Carole Salter, Jamestown
Samuel Piner, Sherwood, Ore.
Mark Wyatt, Havelock
Rebecca Pierce, Otway
Elizabeth Priddy, Beaufort
Candie Sanderlin, Newport

Obituaries on Page 3A
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