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COVID to concerto

POLL
QUESTION

Do you believe students 
learning online (or virtu-
ally) will receive an equal 

education as those students 
attending school?

To VOTE, go online to 
carolinacoastonline.com

To see more on this question, pick up 
Sunday’s edition of the 

Carteret County News-Times.

?

MOREHEAD CITY

BEAUFORT

MOREHEAD CITY

Months after recovering from 
COVID-19, a Marshallberg 
resident says he is still expe-
riencing lingering side effects 
from the disease and is sharing 
his story in hopes of encourag-
ing others to remain vigilant 
about preventing its spread.

Tom Hesselink, owner of 
Budsin Electric Boats in Mar-
shallberg, told the News-Times 
he received a positive COVID-
19 test result March 21, making 
his the third or fourth confi rmed 
case in Carteret County. The 
county had just confi rmed its 
fi rst COVID-19 case the day 
before, March 20.   

Marshallberg man shares 
COVID-19 experience

See MaST  Page 5A

BEAUFORT

Granger Tyndall, Swansboro
Shirley Davis, Davis
George Dunn Jr., Morehead 
City
Frances Bohlayer, Dawson-

ville, Ga.
Teresa Moore, Newport
Jack Quick, Cape Carteret
William Smith, Burgaw
Allen Woodard, Beaufort
James Baumann, Beaufort
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BY CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

The Carteret County Depart-
ment of Social Services has seen 
a nearly 11% increase in those 
requesting food assistance.

County DSS Food and Nutri-
tion Service Supervisor Kelly 
Styron said much of the increase 
is due to people struggling dur-
ing the coronavirus pandemic.

“A lot of people were laid 
off or lost their jobs,” Ms. 
Styron said.

As of July 31, there 
were 6,286 county 
residents receiving 
food assistance com-
pared to 5,666 in July 
2019. Benefi ts issued 
as of July 
31 totaled 
$1,292,074.

She said the number of new 
applicants increased dramati-
cally once the pandemic took 
hold in March and April.

“Food stamp work has been 
fast and furious,” she said dur-
ing the Aug. 10 Consolidated 
Human Services meeting.

While the offi ce, prior to the 
pandemic-related economic 
shutdown, averaged between 
one to 150 new applications per 

month, that has jumped. 
For instance, in April the 
offi ce received 423 new 
applications.

Ms. Styron ad-
mitted the increase 

has 

been a challenge, but her staff is 
doing their best to keep up.

“The FNS unit has adapted 
quickly and adequately to the 
changes in procedures during 
the COVID-19 pandemic,” she 
said.

Ms. Styron said food stamp 
re-certifi cations from March 31 
through Aug. 31 were extended 
for either a six- or 12-month 
period depending on the length 
of certifi cation for each case. 

“This will cause additional 
work volume during the next six 
to 12 

months,” she said.
The U.S. Department of 

Agriculture approved waivers 
for interviewing customers, as 

DSSgetsincreaseinfoodassistancerequestsamidpandemic
‘Fast and Furious‘

BY CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

A group of parents and stu-
dents have withdrawn their mo-
tion for a preliminary injunction 
seeking a court order to force 
enrollment of freshmen students 
this school year at the Marine 
Science and Technologies Early 
College High School.

Ann Paradis with Gahagan 
Paradis PLLC of Durham, the 
fi rm representing the group, said 
in an email Tuesday, “We have 
not withdrawn the complaint. 
We have withdrawn the motion 
for a preliminary injunction,” 
adding that she is planning to 
amend the original complaint.

A hearing was originally 
scheduled for 10 a.m. Tuesday 

in Carteret County Civil Supe-
rior Court in Beaufort, however, 
MaST plaintiffs fi led the paper-
work late Friday that withdrew 
the motion for the injunction.

There was no information on 
when the amended complaint 
will be fi led or a future hearing 
set.

Carteret County Board of Ed-
ucation attorney Neil Whitford 
said Tuesday the school system 
has fi led a motion to dismiss 
the case and the motion will be 
scheduled for a hearing at a later 
date. In addition, he said the 
Tharrington Smith Law Firm 
in Raleigh has been engaged to 
defend the county public school 
system in this case.

“As the complier of the 
MaST Study Report (a study 
completed by the Board of Edu-
cation in the summer of 2019) 
last summer, I theoretically 
could be called as a witness so I 
recused myself from appearing 

as trial counsel for our school 
system in this case,” Mr. Whit-
ford said.

“Tharrington Smith has as-
signed a team of attorneys to the 
case and they have been inten-
sively working on the defense 
since the case was fi rst fi led,” he 
continued. “We are optimistic 
the case will be dismissed by 
the court in due course.”

Mr. Whitford further said 
freshmen students who applied 
for enrollment at MaST “are 
being served in their Carteret 
County attendance zone schools 
by three of the best high schools 
in North Carolina.  Those fi fty 
students, and all approximately 
2,600 county high school 
students, are being offered the 
best educational opportunities 
in the state. Over at MaST, the 
sophomores and juniors are well 
into their school year.  Their 
ranks were increased by the 
open enrollment offered by the 

school board in June.”
Jaymie Kerstein of Newport, 

one of the parents who applied 
for her freshman son to attend 
MaST, said their attorney was 
amending the original complaint 
“based on new information 
just received.” Neither she nor 
the attorney said what the new 
information was.

The original complaint fi led 
asked the board open enrollment 
to a freshman class pending 
the outcome of the case and 
preserve “the status quo for the 
CCPS and MaST school as ex-
isted during the 2019-20 year.”

The complaint further stated 
the board violated the require-
ments of N.C. General Statute 
115C-72(a)(1), the due process 
clause of Article I, Section 19 
of the N.C. Constitution. It also 
asked the court to award reason-
able attorney’s fees and costs 
to the plaintiffs and order “such 

Plaintiffs withdraw injunction in MaST case
Groupplansto
fileamended
complaint

Wednesday 
Sept. 9

Thursday  
Sept. 10

Friday 
Sept. 11

Saturday 
Sept. 12

Sunday 
Sept. 13

Low 6:35 a.m. 7:23 a.m. 8:20 a.m. 9:22 a.m. 10:25 a.m.
7:40 p.m. 8:42 p.m. 9:47 a.m. 10:45 a.m. 11:38 p.m.

High 12:31 a.m 1:21 a.m 2:19 a.m. 3:23 p.m. 4:25 a.m.

 1:11 p.m.  2:07 p.m. 3:08 p.m. 4:09 p.m. 5:06 p.m.

   

   

 

BY CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

Carteret Carteret Community 
College confi rmed Tuesday a 
second individual has tested 
positive for COVID-19, bring-
ing the total confi rmed cases on 
campus to two.

The college was notifi ed of 
the positive result Saturday, 
according to a press release is-
sued by college offi cials Tues-
day.

The individual was last on 
campus Thursday.

“The individual was advised 
by the Carteret County Health 
Department to remain in quar-
antine for fourteen days,” the 
release states. “The College has 
notifi ed all known persons who 
were in contact with the indi-
vidual and continues to monitor 
the situation.”

CCC was notifi ed of the 
fi rst COVID-19 case on cam-
pus Wednesday, Sept. 2. That 
person did not start displaying 
symptoms until Aug. 29 and 
was last on campus Aug. 27. 
They remain in quarantine.

College offi cials urged stu-
dents, faculty and staff to 
contact their physicians imme-
diately if they have symptoms 
of COVID-19. If a person does 
not have a primary health care 
provider, is uninsured or their 
health care provider is not 
administering COVID-19 tests, 
they should contact the health 
department at 252-728-8550 
for information on how to get 
tested.

The release further states the 
college continues to follow all 
Centers for Disease Control 
guidelines for cleaning and 
disinfecting.

“The College continues to 
take every step possible to en-
sure the health and safety of its 
faculty, students and staff,” the 
release states.

Carteret CC reports 
second COVID-19 case
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