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INSIDE TIDES DEATHS
Sunday 
Oct. 18

Monday
Oct. 19

Tuesday 
Oct. 20

Wednesday 
Oct. 21

Low 2:52 a.m. 3:40 a.m. 4:30 a.m. 5:24 a.m.
3:41 p.m. 4:36 p.m. 5:34 p.m. 6:36 p.m.

High 9:15 a.m. 10:07 a.m. 11:02 a.m. 12:00 p.m
9:38 p.m. 10:31 p.m. 11:26 p.m. --------

POLL 
QUESTION

Do you believe students 
learning online (or virtu-
ally) will receive an equal 

education as those students 
attending school?

To VOTE, go online to 
carolinacoastonline.com

To see more on this question, pick up 
Sunday’s edition of the 

Carteret County News-Times.

? CARTERET COUNTY

Celia Creekmore, Jacksonville
Dollie Mercer, Morehead City
Curtis Styron, Atlantic
Barbara Chadwick, Mill Creek
Bettie Godwin, Swansboro
Aaron Wright Jr., Havelock
Mary McCalley, Atlanta, Ga.
Steve Lewis, Morehead City
Betty Walker, Beaufort
Elizabeth Forster, Beaufort

Bethiniea Warren, Morehead City
Joseph Espiritu, Havelock
Fred Archer, Virginia Beach, Va.
Phyllis Vacanti, Newport
Mary Yates, Swansboro
Ruth Kemp, Goldsboro
Naomi Lilley, Swansboro
Esther Salter, Beaufort

See Voting  Page 7A

MOREHEAD CITY

Jeff McCann said he never 
dreamed of hosting the Off-
shore Powerboat Association 
World Championships.

And yet, here he is, less than 
six weeks after hosting the fi rst 
powerboat race in Morehead 
City in eight years, hosting 
the top powerboat race of the 
season. This is the fi rst time 
a single race site has hosted 
two OPA races within the same 
season.

MOREHEAD CITY

Fire up the engines

Ü 8A

The Carteret Community 
College Board of Trustees ad-
opted a free speech and public 
assembly policy Tuesday in 
response to protests going on 
across the nation.

“We didn’t have a policy. 
When George Floyd died and 
protests started happening, we 
felt we needed a policy in place 
to be proactive,” CCC President 
Dr. Tracy Mancini said following 
the trustees’ meeting held in the 
Crystal Coast Civic Center. 

Mr. Floyd, a 46-year-old Black 
man, died May 25 after a Min-
neapolis, Minn., police offi cer 
pinned him to the ground with 
a knee on his neck after he was 
already handcuffed. 

CEDAR POINT

Carteret CC adopts free 
speech, assembly policy 

Ü 2A

The 
world 
is her 
oyster

CARTERET COUNTY

Ü 1B

BY CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

There was a nearly 9.5% increase in the number of 
communicable disease cases reported in Carteret County in 
2019 compared to the previous year.

While there was an uptick in several categories of the 
communicable disease report, Donna Faiella, com-

municable disease nurse with the County Health 
Department, said she didn’t see any areas of 

major concern.
She added there were some positive 

things.
“There were no infl uenza adult deaths 

for 2019,” she said during the Consoli-
dated Human Services Board meeting, 
held Monday via Zoom. “We’ve had no 
active TB (tuberculosis) cases for three 
years.”

There were 15 cases of TB/latent 
tuberculosis infection in 2019, com-
pared to 18 in 2018. LTBI is a persistent 
immune response to stimulation by 

Mycobacterium tuberculosis antigens 
without manifesting active TB.
In total, there were 672 communicable 

disease cases reported by county health of-
fi cials in 2019, up from 615 the previous year, 

a nearly 9.5% increase. Cases of COVID-19 were 
in the 2019 report since cases did not show up in 
Carteret County until 2020.

There’s a wide range of diseases included in the 
report, from Hepatitis C to infl uenza and sexually 

transmitted diseases.

BY JACKIE STARKEY
NEWS-TIMES

One-stop in-person voting began across 
North Carolina Thursday, and in Carteret 
County, eager early voters queued up to cast 
their ballots in the 2020 General Election. 

By the time sites wound down after 7:30 
p.m., the Carteret County Board of Elections 
reported 3,370 ballots cast the fi rst day, con-
tributing to the nearly 230,000 accounted for 
across the state as of 5:30 p.m. In addition, 
more than 533,000 North Carolina voters 
have voted early by mail. 

“I’ve been doing this 20 years and never 
seen anything like it,” electioneer Bill 
Flynn, of Cape Carteret, said as he observed 
a line of voters waiting outside Western 
Park Community Center in Cedar Point. 

“It’s very indicative of how people feel 
about this election,” he continued. 

Poll workers at Western Park, like the 
other one-stop sites, reported a line of voters 
waiting when they arrived to open the polls 

Poll worker Dorothea Neighbours checks in a 
voter Thursday afternoon at Fort Benjamin Park 
Recreation Center in Newport during the fi rst day 
of one-stop early voting in the November elec-
tion. (Jackie Starkey photo)
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One-stop sites churn to life, welcome voters

at 8 a.m. 
“It’s been like this all morning,” offi cial 

Wanda Young noted as she juggled assisting 
others inside the voting enclosure and moni-
toring lines and room capacity – capping 
the space at roughly 25 to 30 people. By the 
day’s end, 789 ballots had been cast there. 

Voters at all four of the county’s one-stop 
sites – the County Board of Elections in 
Beaufort, Western Park, Fort Benjamin Park 
in Newport and the Morehead City Parks 
and Recreation building – anecdotally re-
ported wait times varying from 15 minutes 
to an hour. 

Despite the fi rst-  day rush, residents have 
ample time to vote early and take advantage 

of same-day registration. One-stop contin-
ues Monday through Saturday from 8 a.m. 
to 7:30 p.m. The fi nal day of early voting, 
Saturday, Oct. 31, the sites will run from 8 
a.m. to 3 p.m. 

At the BOE offi ce in Beaufort, workers 
noted Thursday evening the lines had been 
ceaseless, but they were moving voters in 
and out as quickly as possible. The site had 
seen more than 930 voters by just after 5 
p.m. and ended the day with 1,053 ballots 
cast. 

In Newport, a stream of voters trans-
formed the recreation center into a hive of 
activity. Workers reported having as many 

Voters waiting in line at Western Park Community Center in Cedar Point form a line stretching around the 
building Thursday morning, the fi rst day of one-stop early voting in North Carolina. (Jackie Starkey photo)

See Diseases  Page 7A
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