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Rain is likely on 
Saturday but Sunday 
should be sunny. Highs 
will be in the mid-60s 
and lows in the mid-30s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by 
Ari Rich, a student in 
Julie Reed’s first grade 
class at Swansboro 
Elementary School.
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The News-Times is inside!

• Bogue begins budget preparations

• Classifieds, police reports, letters, 

obituaries and Dr. Bogus are in the N-T

In today’s Tideland News ...

Local Art Show on Saturday will feature Covington and Shivar, Page 7

Musician Matt Miller loses home to fire on Saturday, Page 10

SHS soccer coach Doug Kidd picks up a national award, Page 11

A cormorant takes wing over the Atlantic Intracoastal Wa-
terway near Ward Shore Park just as the sun is setting on 

Saturday, Jan. 18. Photographer Carl Lewis captured the im-
age from the shore near Swansboro’s Water Street.

Bird on the wing

Commentary

Facebook 

nastiness 

takes away 

from good 

social media
By Carol Hartsoe

This writing comes with 
a warning that I might step 
on some toes.

There are many reasons 
to love Facebook. I didn’t 
always love it, though. 
In fact, it’s surprising 
that my husband and I do 
Facebook at all, not being 
technologically savvy or 
inclined to jump into the 
“unknowns” of the Internet 
willingly. I’ll blame/credit 
our children for this one. 
They showed up at our 
house several years ago and 
staged an intervention of 
sorts, determined to set up 
a joint Facebook account 

for us. After setting up our 
page they began scrolling 
through names, many we 
knew but most we did not. 
My husband and I would 
pause and give considerable 
thought to each name.

That was hours of our 
lives that we’ll never get 
back.

The kids became a bit 
frustrated I’m sure, but 
somehow got us hooked up 
with many “friends.” After 
that we were on our own 
with it, save for the times 
we consulted our young 
grandchildren for help. 
They are growing up with 

SHA president 

part of history

By Ann vonHoorn

Gloria Sanders, president of the 
Swansboro Historical Association Board 
of Directors, knows local history. The 
association is fortunate to have Sanders 
– an incredible resource – in a position of 
leadership.

Sanders lives on land in Hubert 
her family has owned since the 1700s, 
deeded from King George. This large 
parcel borders on the Atlantic Intracoastal 
Waterway and includes a 300-acre marsh 
island network.

From this historic parcel she conducts 
her physical therapy practice, maintains 
a raised vegetable garden and is planning 
an oyster/clam farming operation on the 
marsh islands.  Sanders said she is pursu-
ing a grant to develop the seafood farm, 
as it is a conservation effort with an edu-
cational component.

She also hopes to plan an innovative 
assistive living complex.

Over the years some land has been 
subdivided, and part is leased for farm-
ing cotton and other crops. Pastures sup-
port rescue animals including donkeys, 
llamas, horses and a pig named Hammy 
Faye Bacon. Cats are in the barn and 

dogs are in the house and cabin.
She also collects antique cars includ-

ing a 1925 Buick Roadster and a 1947 
Mack fire truck.

The former tobacco barn now houses 
her family museum collection of antique 
farm equipment and tools. While many 
items come from the Sanders family 
farm, some come from her grandmother 
Mattocks’ farm in Stella. Both are 
Century Farms, being in the same family 
for at least 100 years.

Sanders’s maternal grandfather was 
Carl Tolson who owned and operated a 
café on Front Street in Swansboro.

After her grandfather’s death, Sanders 
moved the building on Front Street to 
Bear Creek onto her land on Bear Creek 
Road. The name and fame of the estab-
lishment has varied over the years.

Jolly Roger was one moniker the 
building claimed both on Front Street 
and on Bear Creek Road. Last summer it 
was a venue for the Swansboro Historical 
Association’s Fundraising event, which 
featured a tour of the Sanders Family 
Farmhouse, the antique farm equipment, 
a ride in the fire truck, as well as a coun-

(See NASTINESS, page �)
(See PRESIDENT, page �)

Military 

training 

planned 

in town
The USMC 2d 

ANGLICO will con-
duct a communication 
training exercise in and 
around Swansboro – an 
urban environment that 
cannot be replicated 
on Camp Lejeune – on 
Wednesday, Jan. 29, and 
Thursday, Jan. 30, from 
10 a.m. to 8 p.m., each 
day.

This training will 
duplicate training the 
town has previously sup-
ported, according to a 
press release from Alissa 
Fender, deputy clerk.

There will be 
unmarked government 
vehicles, each carrying 
unarmed Marines in 
civilian clothes. They 
will drive to various 
locations in Swansboro 
and stop for a few min-
utes to conduct hand-
held radio communica-
tion with rotary or jet 
aircraft that will be pass-
ing overhead.

The aircraft will 
remain high enough to 
minimize noise concerns 
and the impact on the 
civilian population will 
be very minimal, accord-
ing to the press release.

Sign-rule rewrite pondered
Enforcement of existing laws may not be an issue

By Jimmy Williams

When it comes to Swansboro 
rules concerning temporary com-
mercial signage, perhaps we’ve 
come full circle.

For the past four years or so, the 
case has been made that the town’s 
temporary sign rules are unenforce-
able. During the town commission 
meeting on Jan. 13, Jennifer Ansell, 
town planner, and Chris Seaberg, 
town manager, made the case that 
enforcement is not a problem.

Under the current ordinance 
– which until recently has gone 
unenforced – banners, pennants and 

flags are temporarily allowed by 
a permit, which does not require a 
fee. These signs, which are limited 
by square footage, can only be used 
for 45 days in a calendar year.

Andrea Correll, the town plan-
ner who preceded Ansell, said 
the 45-day rule was difficult to 
enforce. Furthermore, the allow-
ance of “banners, pennants and 
flags” allowed temporary signs that 
were found to be objectionable, 
specifically, feather flags. Feather 
flags are vertical banners on a 
single staff that can be 8 or 9 feet 
in height.

A 2017 rewrite of the ordinance 

by the planning board followed 
community meetings but failed to 
produce language the town com-
missioners were willing to take to a 
public hearing. The planning board 
acts in an advisory capacity to the 
commissioners who have the final 
say on enacting or amending ordi-
nances. A second rewrite in 2018 
produced by the planning board 
had the same result.

Ansell not only followed 
Correll as planner, but also served 
as town planner prior to Correll’s 
hiring (in between she worked 
with the Onslow County Planning 
Department). Ansell reported on 

the status of the sign ordinance 
rewrite at the Jan. 13 meeting of 
the town commission.

In her memo to the board, 
Ansell said that during a January 
2019 joint meeting of the commis-
sioners and planning board, con-
cerns with the sign ordinance were 
discussed.

“Among the discussion at that 
meeting were concerns over feather 
flags, the allowance of 45 days for 
banners and other temporary signs 
and real estate ‘open house’ sig-
nage,” Ansell states in the memo.

Family has deep roots

(See NEW, page �)

Legal Aid, a federally 
funded nonprofit organiza-
tion providing free legal 
assistance and advice to 
senior citizens, is available 
for consultation through 
the Onslow County Senior 
Center in Jacksonville. 
The service is available by 
telephone Monday-Friday, 
9 a.m.-2 p.m., at (877) 579-
7562.

Legal Aid

http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=2D&uuid=28b8fea1-c745-564f-855a-c404a6407307

