
Carteret County

NEWS-TIMES Ride to remember
A coming memorial ride will honor those 

who died in the 9/11 terrorist attacks, as 
well as first responders.
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Daylight Saving Time at Beaufort Bar
Charles Mann II, Oak Island
Linda Mogelnicki, Hubert
Margaret Clemmons, Beaufort
Bruce Hisley, Straits
Carolyn Lea, Morehead City

(Obituaries on Page 3A)

Forecast Inside Tides Deaths
Susan Thomas, Holly Springs
Wayne Hickox, Wilmington
Mattie Gillikin, Beaufort
Esther Smith, Newport
Joyce Fowler, Newport
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Atlantic Beach council
seeks to slow traffic

BACK TO SCHOOL

Students begin new year

CP board gets look at park plan
Trails, boat launch, viewing platforms among recommendations

Brvenik 
to retire
from CHC
Hospital launches
search for CEO

The speed limit along the Atlantic Beach high-rise bridge is currently 45 
mph. The town council approved a resolution in support of reducing it to 35 
mph. (Dylan Ray photo) 

BY MIKE SHUTAK 
NEWS-TIMES

ATLANTIC BEACH — 
The town council is in favor 
of reducing the speed limit 
on the Atlantic Beach high-
rise bridge and the Atlantic 
Beach Causeway from 45 to 
35 mph. 

The council met for its 
regular meeting Monday at 
the town hall boardroom. 
During the meeting, the 
council approved 4-1, with 
Councilman Austin Waters 
opposed, a resolution in sup-
port of reducing the speed 
limit on the bridge and the 

causeway. The bridge is one 
of the two means of enter-
ing Atlantic Beach, and the 
causeway is part of the town’s 
commercial center. 

The state maintains both, 
which means the N.C. 
Department of Transportation 
will make the final decision 
on their speed limits. The 
bridge and causeway’s speed 
limits are 45 mph year-round, 
while the speed limit along 
Highway 58 changes season-
ally; it’s 35 mph during the 
summer tourism season and 
45 mph in the off season. 

Mayor Trace Cooper said 

the council’s causeway corri-
dor steering committee came 
up with the idea to reduce 
the speed limit to 35 mph 
year-round on the bridge and 
causeway. 

“They said slowing down 
the traffic coming off the 
bridge might be good for pub-
lic safety,” the mayor said. 
Most of the council seemed 
to agree. 

“To me, consistency would 
improve safety,” Councilman 
Rich Johnson said. 

During public comment, 

Bogue Sound Elementary School students file in Monday for the opening day of the 2019-20 academic year in Carteret 
County. (Cheryl Burke photo)

BY CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

OCEAN — There may have 
been a few first day jitters, but 
it was hard to tell by the smiles 
and excitement of county stu-
dents as they reported Monday 
for the opening day of the 2019-
20 school year.

“I’m excited but a little ner-
vous,” Bogue Sound Elementary 

School first grade student 
Adelynn Diefenbach said as she 
joined thousands of other county 
students and parents enter school 
doors Monday.

Beaufort Elementary School 
third grade student Cole Cape 
reported similar feelings as he 
completed a writing exercise, 
“My First Day Jitters.”

“It was wonderful, but I felt 

nervous and excited at the same 
time,” Cole said.

The two were among 7,980 
county students who reported to 
classrooms for the first day of 
the school year. School officials 
expect that number to increase in 
the next couple of weeks as late 
enrollments come in, according 
to Superintendent Mat Bottoms.

Last year the school system 

ended the year with an enroll-
ment of 8,149.

Mr. Bottoms said the open-
ing of the 2019-20 year went 
smoothly.

“We are off to a great start. 
Our school staff members were 
well prepared and we had a great 
instructional beginning to the 

BY BRAD RICH
NEWS-TIMES

CEDAR POINT — The 
master plan for the new park on 
the White Oak River is taking 
shape, and officials hope to have 
it posted on the town website 
soon for public comment.

Town Administrator Chris 
Seaberg, whose last day was 
Tuesday, said last week he’s 
pleased with the work of The 
Wooten Co., a Raleigh-based 
engineering and planning firm 
the town hired earlier this year 
to lay out a plan for the 56-acre 

site, with input from staff and 
commissioners.

“They did a great job,” he 
said. “We want to get a big map 
up in the town hall, and we want 
to get the map on the website so 
people can see it there, too, and 
leave comments.”

Once the public has had a 
chance to comment, commis-
sioners will finalize the plan for 
completion by The Wooten Co., 
Mr. Seaberg said.

The park is intended for pas-
sive recreation – picnics, view-
ing wildlife and hiking – and 

to serve as a buffer to protect 
and enhance water quality in the 
river. The town bought the land, 
off Masonic Avenue, from the 
N.C. Masons for $2.8 million.

So far, the plan shows an 
entrance off Masonic Avenue to 
a parking lot with a restroom/
shelter; paved and natural trails 
throughout the property; a nature 
play area; three water view plat-
forms; a fishing pier; a kayak 
and canoe launch with a drop-
off area away from the water; a 
single-stall waterless bathroom; 
a bench, swing and hammock 

area close to the water; an open 
space/events lawn; a picnic area; 
and a living shoreline to protect 
against erosion.

There is also a kayak/canoe 
storage area, as well as board-
walks, an outdoor classroom/
shelter, a pond and a vegeta-
tive buffer between the park and 
nearby residences

The plan shows 2,000 lin-
ear feet of road, 2,350 linear 
feet of improved multi-use trail, 
4,025 linear feet of natural trail 

BY ELISE CLOUSER
NEWS-TIMES

MOREHEAD CITY — Carteret Health 
Care President and CEO Dick Brvenik will 
step down from his post at the hospital in 
February.

CHC Board of Directors Chairman Rob 
Wheatly announced Mr. 
Brvenik’s retirement to the 
board during their regular 
monthly meeting Monday at 
the hospital at 3500 Arendell 
St.

“I think you’ve done a 
great job and have us in a 
solid position,” Mr. Wheatly 
said to Mr. Brvenik. “When 
so many hospitals are failing, 
and all our neighbors around 
us are suffering terrible economic woes, we’re 
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BRVENIK

still able to function and look after the people 
of Carteret County, and that’s down to your 
leadership, which we appreciate greatly.”

Mr. Brvenik has served as president and 
CEO of the hospital since September 2011. 

Library marks 
10 years on 
Live Oak Street

BY DEAN-PAUL 
STEPHENS

NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT — Officials with the 
Carteret County Public Library’s main branch 
celebrated a decade at their current location at 
1702 Live Oak St. in Beaufort this week.

Library employees and Friends of the 
Library members spent the open house event, 
titled “10 Years Here,” reminiscing about the 
past decade. 

“We are celebrating 10 years here,” county 
librarian Susan Simpson said during the event, 
which took place Monday at the library. “Ten 
years ago we reopened the library at this 
facility.” 

The library on Live Oak Street is the 
largest in the county system, which has 
three branch libraries in Otway, Pine Knoll 
Shores and Cape Carteret. The library was 
first established in October 1971 and spent 
decades at its former location at 210 Turner 
St. in Beaufort. 

Ms. Simpson began working for the library 
See Library / Page 5A
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