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INSIDE TIDES DEATHS

POLL 
QUESTION

Will you take the 
COVID-19 vaccine? 

To VOTE, go online to 
carolinacoastonline.com

To see more on this question, pick up 
Sunday’s edition of the 

Carteret County News-Times.

?

Frank Pane III, Newport
Margaret Deans, Goldsboro
Stephen Brokamp, Newport
Diana Herring, Beaufort
Edna Moore, Beaufort
Jeffrey Payne Sr., Carteret County
Robin Johnson, Newport

Leon Jenkins, Carteret County
Susan Martino, Ocean
Sandra Hardy, Havelock
Betty Crumrin, Newport
Jonah Harrell Sr., Morehead City
William Barnes Jr., Atlantic Beach
Frank Springle Sr., Beaufort

CARTERET COUNTY

EMERALD ISLE

IMES Presented by

Celebrating Coastal Bounty All Year

2021 CALENDAR Brought to you in 
partnership with

Sunday 
Dec. 27

Monday
Dec. 28

Tuesday 
Dec. 29

Wednesday 
Dec. 30

Low 12:08 p.m. 12:48 p.m. 12:19 a.m. 12:59 a.m.
11:40 p.m. -------- 1:27 p.m. 2:06 p.m.

High 5:37 a.m 6:16 a.m. 6:54 a.m. 7:33 a.m
5:48 p.m. 6:29 p.m. 7:08 p.m. 7:48 p.m.

Health department 
receives first shipment 
of COVID-19 vaccines

A nurse administers the Pfi zer COVID-19 vac-
cine to a Carteret Health Care worker. (Elise 
Clouser)

BY ELISE CLOUSER
NEWS-TIMES

The Carteret County Health De-
partment received its fi rst shipment 
of COVID-19 vaccines Monday 
and will soon begin distributing it to 
those with the highest risk of expo-
sure to the coronavirus.

The health department received 
100 initial doses of the Moderna 
COVID-19 vaccine. In a release, 
the county said it is following guid-
ance from the N.C. Department 
of Health and Human Services for 
distribution and vaccination order. 
Vaccinations will fi rst be adminis-
tered to those who fall under Phase 
1a of the state’s vaccination plan, 
which includes health care workers 
and staff and residents of long-term 
care facilities.

County health offi cials said vac-
cination of other groups will not 
begin until they are confi dent all 
Phase 1a vaccinations are com-
plete. No appointments remain for 
the current limited supply of vac-
cines. County Health Department 
Nursing Director Kim Davis noted 
the health department has already 
registered and vetted all those who 
will receive the vaccine in this fi rst 
round of doses. 

Carteret Health Care received its 
fi rst shipment of 975 doses of the 
Pfi zer vaccine last week and began 
immediately vaccinating frontline 
health care workers at the hospital.

During vaccinations, the health 
department said it will take precau-
tions to ensure the safety of staff 
and those receiving the vaccine, 
including social distancing, mask 
requirements and only having a 
limited number of appointments per 
time slot. 

The health department asks for 
the public’s patience as vaccine 
supplies will be limited for some 
time and the distribution could be a 
slow process.

“Although this will be a slow 
endeavor, it is reassuring to know 
we’ve started administering the vac-
cines and are on our way to getting 
things back to normal,” County 
Health Director Stephanie Cannon 
said in the Monday release. “How-
ever, until we have a good major-
ity of the population vaccinated, 
residents should continue to 
practice the 3Ws: wear a mask, 
wait 6 ft apart from others, and 
wash your hands frequently.”

Contact Elise Clouser at 
elise@thenewstimes.com; by 
phone at 252-726-7081 ext. 229; 
or follow on Twitter @eliseccnt.

Pick 
up your 

2021 
Calender in 

Wednesday’s 
News-Times

BY BRAD RICH
NEWS-TIMES

MOREHEAD CITY — A 
local sea turtle expert said last 
week he’s concerned about a 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
proposal that the state eliminate 
the “window” in which channel 
maintenance by hopper dredge 
is allowed at the ports of More-
head City and Wilmington.

The federal agency says 
the move would increase the 
availability of dredge boats 
and ensure the work can occur 
year-round, on a timely basis. 
The proposal would remove the 
Dec. 1 to April 15 environmen-
tal dredging window.

“Eliminating the seasonal 
restrictions on dredging and 

increasing the lethal take 
limits ...would not be 

well-aligned” with 
the long-

standing U.S. policy to protect 
threatened and endangered 
sea turtles, Dr. Craig Harms, a 
doctor of veterinary medicine at 
N.C. State University College 
of Veterinary Medicine and the 
N.C. State Center for Marine 
Sciences and Technology in 
Morehead City, said in an email 
last week.

A hopper dredge is like a 
vacuum cleaner, it sucks up the 
material and transports it else-
where for discharge, resulting 
at times in what offi cials call 
“lethal takes,” which is when a 
sea turtle or other wildlife is 
sucked up and killed in the 
process. 

Dr. Harms, who works 
with injured and sick 
sea turtles for N.C. 

Aquariums, is the lead author 
of a peer-reviewed and recently 
published scientifi c paper on 
the subject.

“I am defi nitively not op-
posed to dredging, and I don’t 
want this paper to be inter-
preted as such,” Dr. Harms said. 
“Shipping channel maintenance 
and beach construction are vital 
to the economic health for both 
coastal and inland communities.

“But this is a cost that 
shouldn’t be glossed over. 

‘Lethal take’ is an antiseptic 
euphemism for running a 
live sea turtle through a 
wood-chipper, and there 
are ways to minimize the 
number of turtles making 
that trip.”

Further, he said in the 
email, “Turtles caught in 

hopper dredges used in ship-
ping channel maintenance or 
beach construction projects 
usually die from massive blunt 
force trauma and dismember-
ment.

“The rare survivors can suf-

fer from an additional compli-
cation – gas bubble formation 
in blood vessels from decom-
pression. Continued survival is 
unlikely without treatment and 
rehabilitation,” he continued.

In its draft environmental 
assessment for year-round 
dredging at the ports, the ACE 
states, “Maintenance dredging 
of existing channels will result 
in minor and short-term impacts 
to water quality, noise, benthic 
(bottom-dwelling) organisms, 
important fi sheries and protect-
ed marine reptiles and mam-
mals and critical habitat.”

However, it adds, “Hopper 
dredge availability is limited, 
making it very challenging to 
adequately maintain the (Wilm-
ington) District’s two deep-draft 
navigation projects, Wilming-
ton Harbor and Morehead City 
Harbor, within the existing 
environmental window.” 

In a letter to the ACE this 
fall, Daniel Govoni, federal 

Emerald Isle to consider increases to 
paid parking, reduced beach driving

goals 
changes

and 

BRAD RICH
NEWS-TIMES

Town commissioners, in a special session after their Dec. 8 meeting, set 
a number of goals for 2021, including changes in the beach access parking 
plan.

The goals were set during what Emerald Isle Town Manager Matt Zapp 
called a “progressive goals roadmap” meeting, which he also conducted last 
December during his fi rst year with the town. 

Before the session, Mr. Zapp told the News-Times the annual session is 
a chance for the board and staff to look back at things accomplished during 
the year and to “prioritize some objectives” that can be accomplished in the 
coming year. For example, in the December 2019 session, the board decided 
it wanted to improve ocean and beach safety in the wake of four drownings 
that summer. The goal included designating a person to oversee the program, 
increase the number and visibility of ocean condition fl ags on the strand and 
hire more lifeguards to start work earlier in the spring and work later into fall. 
All of those goals were accomplished.

The Dec. 8 meeting was conducted via GoToWebinar. 
One goal for 2021 is to release a request for tech-based solutions to manage 

parking spaces in the town’s beach accesses, which are run by the parks and 
recreation department, headed by Alesia Sanderson. Once the requests for propos-
als come in, Ms. Sanderson is to submit them so commissioners can pick one to 
implement at the eastern and western ocean regional access lots for spring.

Currently, the fee is $10 per vehicle per day, and it’s charged Friday, Saturday 
and Sunday, plus holidays, from mid-April through mid-September.

The goal listed from the Dec. 8 meeting states that commissioners support 
moving to charge the fees seven days a week, and staff recommends moving the 
start of paid parking from mid-April to mid-March.

The parking fees pay for maintenance of the access facilities and salaries for 
lifeguards.

Another goal listed is a change in the time period in which driving on the 
beach is allowed. Generally, it’s been allowed, with a town permit affi xed to the 
vehicle, between Sept. 15 and April 30, with the exception of the 10-day period 
from the Friday prior to Easter and the Sunday seven days after Easter.

The 2021 goal states that, “A majority of the (commissioners) supports a change 
in the time period from Oct. 1 through March 15.” Commissioners are expected to 
discuss the change in January or February.

Another goal is to reduce the amount of contractor-generated debris collected and 
hauled away from roadsides by the public works department in its yard waste collec-
tion program.

Emerald Isle has two collection trucks, intended to pick up yard waste put curbside 
by residents. Prior to August 2013, residents had to call the town to get yard waste 
picked up. Since then, public works has been making continuous passes through all 
streets in the town with a goal of picking everything up within one week. However, 
demand has grown tremendously in recent years, and the idea of reducing contractor-
generated waste is intended to help eliminate the need to purchase a third truck.

As listed in the results of the Dec. 8 goals meeting, the town could “continue to 
allow yard maintenance contractors to place small piles at the roadside for residential 
collections.”

Public Works Director Artie Dunn, Planning Director Josh Edmundson and Mr. 
Zapp are to work on a rewrite of the yard debris ordinance, with the goal of having it 
ready for consideration by commissioners within the fi rst three months of 2021.

Yet another goal is to work with the state Department of Transportation to illuminate 
10 additional trees near the gateway to town, just east of the high-rise bridge on High-
way 58. 

Health Director Stephanie Cannon 
said in the Monday release. “How-
ever, until we have a good major-

phone at 252-726-7081 ext. 229; 
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MOREHEAD CITY

Sea turtle expert concerned by proposed year-round dredging 
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