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Daylight Saving Time at Beaufort Bar
Patricia O’Grady, Swansboro

Melissa Lawrence, Bettie
Doris Nelson, Morehead City
John Baptist, Morehead City

Joseph DiRusso, Morehead City
Charles Smith, Morehead City

Jonneth Clancy, Newport

(Obituaries on Page 3A)
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Cedar Point Mayor Scott Hatsell, right, 
and Town Administrator Chris Seaberg sign  
closing documents for a land deal for the 
town’s first park Thursday at town hall. 
(Town of Cedar Point photo)

Town closes on historic land deal
‘Everything is changing all around us, all this development 
everywhere. As everything gets built up, this will be a kind 
of sanctuary for people.’             

— Scott Hatsell
Cedar Point mayor

BY BRAD RICH
NEWS-TIMES

CEDAR POINT — In the cul-
mination of a year-long process, 
town officials closed Thursday on 
the $2.8 million purchase of 56 
acres of land from the N.C. Masons 
for a park along the White Oak 
River off Masonic Avenue.

The purchase includes all the 
remaining undeveloped Masonic 
property except for the historic 
Octagon House and its grounds, 
which will remain in private hands 
but continue to be available for 
town special events.

It was a historic day for the 
nearly 31-year-old town, accord-
ing to Town Administrator Chris 
Seaberg, as the land will become 
the town’s first park and will be 
protected from development that 
could have added pollution to the 
long-troubled river.

“We’re excited,” Mr. Seaberg 
said. “We’re ready to get in there 
and get the (heavily wooded) land 
cleaned up and open as soon as 
possible to the public.”

Many trees were downed on 
the land by Hurricane Florence 
in September, and officials say 
there are also dangling limbs. So 
for now, the town has posted a no 
trespassing sign, which has drawn 
some social media criticism.

“We’re going to get it cleaned 
up and safe as fast as we can,” 
Mr. Seaberg said Wednesday, the 

day before the closing. “We know 
people want to get in there and 
look around, but we have to make 
sure it’s safe first.

“We need to hire a contrac-
tor; it’s just too much for us to 
do. We’ve estimated it might cost 
$20,000. I’m hoping it will be 
lower, but we are still working on 
the process to hire someone.”

But until the town closed on the 
purchase there was very little that 
could be done.

“If we get a good crew with 
enough people, I’d say that once 

they start, it might take two weeks 
or so to make it safe, depending 
on the equipment,” the administra-
tor added. “The problem is that 
the companies that do this kind of 
work have been very busy since the 
hurricane and are still very busy. 
We want to get our work done as 
soon as possible, but we realize 
that our project is no more impor-
tant than anyone else’s.”

Meanwhile, Mr. Seaberg is urg-
ing town residents and visitors not 
to disobey the no trespassing sign.

He knows some, particularly 
young people, have already been 
on the land. There’s a gate up, but 
it doesn’t stop pedestrians.

“We just don’t want anyone to 
get hurt,” he said.

It’s particularly dangerous at 
night because there are no lights.

Polls
open
Tuesday
Primary contests
in NC-03 on ballot

Army to inactivate heavy watercraft company this summer
BY ELISE CLOUSER

NEWS-TIMES

MOREHEAD CITY — As 
part of a nationwide move to 
cut back on the U.S. Army’s 
marine capabilities, the 824th 
Transportation Company based 
in Morehead City will inactivate 
effective mid-August.

The Army reserve unit, known 
as the Heavy Watercraft Company, 
will officially inactivate Friday, 
Aug. 16. There will be a ceremony 
at 2 p.m. Sunday, June 9 at the 
reserve center on Fisher Street. 

Brandon Redmon, CW2 for the 
reserve center, said the company 
has a detachment based in Tampa, 
Fla., that will also inactivate this 
summer.

“The Army Reserve is getting 

out of the watercraft business,” he 
said Tuesday.

Mr. Redmon said the Heavy 
Watercraft Company and others 
throughout the country received 
the official notice of inactivation 
in mid-March, though there were 
talks of the possibility as early as 
January.

“A lot of things are happening a 
lot faster than we’re prepared for,” 
he said.

More than 60 people will 
be affected by the inactivation 
between the reserve center in 
Morehead City and its detachment 
in Florida, Mr. Redmon said. He 
said some may be able to reclass to 
a different Military Occupational 

The 
U.S. Army 

Watercraft 
Reserve 

Center at 410 
Fisher St. in 

Morehead 
City, home 

of the 824th 
Transportation 

Company, 
is set to 

inactivate in 
August. (Dylan 

Ray photo)

See Land / Page 5A

BY JACKIE STARKEY
NEWS-TIMES

CARTERET COUNTY 

— Polls will open Tuesday 
at 28 sites in Carteret County, 
and many more across the 3rd 
Congressional District, as voters 
head out to make their choices 
in special election primary con-
tests.

Polls are set to open at 6:30 
a.m. and will remain open 
through 7:30 p.m. All voters in 
line by 7:30 p.m. will be allowed 
to cast a ballot. 

One-stop early voting 
wrapped up Friday, despite the 

See Polls / Page 4A

See Army / Page 5A

For shops,
hotels, 
repairs
continue

Businesses prep
for busy season

BY MIKE SHUTAK
NEWS-TIMES

MOREHEAD CITY — 

The unofficial start of the sum-
mer tourism season – Memorial 
Day weekend – is only a month 
away, but some local businesses 
are still cleaning up after last 
year’s hurricane. 

Hurricane Florence made 
landfall in North Carolina last 
September. After it passed, coun-
ty residents, businesses and gov-
ernment officials began cleaning 
up the mess left behind. 

As of Tuesday, many hom-
eowners, businesses owners and 
government agencies have com-
pleted some repairs, but for oth-
ers, work has been delayed for 
various reasons. 

Carteret County Chamber of 
Commerce President Tom Kies 
said while the chamber doesn’t 
have precise numbers, they esti-
mate about 90% of the county’s 

See Repairs / Page 4A

BY MEGAN SOULT
NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT — The good 
times kept on rolling as Beaufort 
Wine & Food’s 15th annual 
festival weekend provided deli-
cious wine and culinary goods 

to attendees.
As well as high-end wine 

and food, the festival showcased 
some of the county’s high-end 
fashion with the Fashion Show 
Luncheon Friday at the Harvey 
W. Smith Watercraft Center.

The show was sponsored by 
Island Proper Outfitter & Trader. 
Several county vendors were on 
site to showcase their wares and 
allow ticket holders the chance 
to shop.

“This year’s show is great. 

We have the highest number 
of shops participating, includ-
ing six returning favorites, five 
new and exciting participants, 
including a legendary shop on 
the Beaufort waterfront for over 
30 years, and two which have 

opened within the past year and 

one that opened two weeks ago,” 

said Ray Tillery, the show’s 

emcee. “We are showcasing 

some of the best fashions that 

Dharmendra Khodiara of Leicester, England, is enticed by a 
low-country boil made by the Icehouce Waterfront Restaurant 
of Swansboro Saturday at the Beaufort Wine & Food Vin De Mer 
event at The Beaufort Hotel on Taylor’s Creek. (Dylan Ray photo)

Wine & Food festival draws hungry crowd

See Festival / Page 8A

Instructing 
fitness at 
age 80  

Cape Carteret 
Aquatic and 
Wellness Center 
fitness instructor 
Jack Butler shows  
off a birthday card 
given to him.
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