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NEWS-TIMES Remembering Florence 
and Dorian 

The community will gather Tuesday to 
remember the storms that have impacted 
the area.
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Daylight Saving Time at Beaufort Bar
Larry Boyles, Morehead City
Agatha Willis, Morehead City
Mary Moody, Morehead City

Wyndi Vick, Kinston
Paul Guthrie, Salter Path
Gilbert Gibbs, Beaufort

Jeffery Urick, Emerald Isle
John Torbert, Atlantic Beach
Lonzo Herron Sr., Beaufort

(Obituaries on Page 3A)

Forecast Inside Tides Deaths

Low
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Sept.15

Monday
Sept.16

Tuesday
Sept.17
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Sept.18

3:02a.m.
3:12p.m.

9:05a.m.
9:22p.m.

10:52a.m.
11:06p.m.

4:35a.m.
5:09p.m.

10:15a.m.
10:29p.m.

4:03a.m.
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Sunday
Rainy

High: 85 
Low: 73

Rainy
High: 83 
Low: 73

Monday

Tuesday
Rainy

High: 84 
Low: 70

ONE YEAR SINCE 
FLORENCE

Ruthie Mae Pinckney of Beaufort stands Friday in front of her newly renovated house, which was 
severely damaged during Hurricane Florence last week. (Cheryl Burke photo)

For many residents, recovery continues

FEMA 
gives
towns
$18M
for sand

Cedar 
Point
scores
$1M 
grant

Clubs celebrate reopening

Sedricka Courman, bottom center, directs a group of singers Saturday during 
the grand reopening ceremony for the Boys & Girls Club of the Coastal Plain in 
Morehead City. The facility has been closed since September 2018 due to damage 
sustained during Hurricane Florence. (Dylan Ray photo)

BY MEGAN SOULT
NEWS-TIMES

This story is part of an 
ongoing anniversary series 
on Hurricane Florence, which 
struck in September 2018, and 
the storm’s lingering effects 
on Carteret County and its 
residents.

CARTERET COUNTY 
— One year after Hurricane 
Florence caused the centers 
to close their doors, the two 
Boys & Girls Club of the 
Coastal Plain units had an 
official ribbon-cutting cer-
emony Saturday, welcoming 
the community back.

Hurricane Florence hit 
the area in September 2018, 
and the Beaufort teen unit 
and the Sunshine Lady Club 
in Morehead City sustained 

INSIDE TODAY

For more coverage of Hurricane 
Florence, which struck Carteret 
County Sept. 13-14, 2018, visit 
carolinacoastonline.com to fi nd more 
reports on recovery and a view a 
gallery on the storm. 

Paul “Chico” Pitner of Newport stands Friday in 
front of his new elevated mobile home that he recently 
moved into after losing his home last year during 
Hurricane Florence. (Cheryl Burke photo)

BY CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

This story is part of an 
ongoing anniversary series 
on Hurricane Florence, which 
struck in September 2018, and 
the storm’s lingering effects 
on Carteret County and its 
residents.

NEWPORT — It’s been 
one year since Paul “Chico” 
Pitner and his two dogs were 
rescued by a U.S. National 
Guard boat from his home 
on Hill Top Road, which 
flooded with more than 10 
feet of water during Hurricane 
Florence.

Like many in Carteret 
County, he’s still recovering 
from the devastating affects of 
the Category 1 hurricane that 
caused widespread flooding 
and wind damage Sept. 13-
14, 2018.

The Newport River over-
flowed its banks, causing mul-
tiple families in Newport to 
be collected from their homes 
by swift water rescue teams. 
Many in Mr. Pitner’s neigh-
borhood were rescued off 

their rooftops.
“Many of my neighbors still 

aren’t back in their homes,” 
Mr. Pitner said Friday as he 
stood on the steps of his new 
mobile home, which he has 
raised 7 feet higher than his 
previous, now demolished, 
unit.

“We moved into our new 
home seven weeks ago,” he 
said.

Mr. Pitner and his dogs 
stayed 13 days in the county 
emergency shelter at Newport 
Middle School following 
Florence until he was able 
to purchase a camper that he 
moved into his backyard to 
live in while he began the 
rebuilding process. He also 
found his lost cat, which he 

couldn’t get out of the house 
the night he and his dogs were 
rescued.

“The cat was in the house 
for several days until we 
found him. I was so wor-
ried,” he said, adding that the 
cat survived and now spends 
its days napping in the new 
mobile home.

As for the camper he lived 
in while going through the 

rebuilding process, “We just 
sold the camper back to the 
lady we bought it from.”

He recently finished hav-
ing a handicap ramp, steps 
and deck built onto his home. 
Insurance paid for the house, 
but Mr. Pitner said he took 
out a small business loan to 
pay for the ramp, steps and 
decking.

BY BRAD RICH
NEWS-TIMES

EMERALD ISLE 
— Carteret County’s plan 
for a major Bogue Banks 
beach nourishment proj-
ect to begin in November 
was bolstered financially 
Friday when the Federal 
Emergency Management 
Agency announced it 
approved $18 million in 
reimbursement money 
for the cost of replacing 
sand lost during Hurricane 
Florence last September.

In a news release, 
FEMA stated, “The funds 
reimburse nourishing 
sand and replacing plants 
at beaches located in the 
towns of Indian Beach and 
Pine Knoll Shores follow-
ing damage from Hurricane 
Florence’s storm surge.

“The towns will restore 
beaches with nearly 830,000 
cubic yards of sand and 
more than 168,000 square 
yards of plants,” the release 
added. “The sand equals 
more than eight times the 
amount of concrete in Bank 
of America Stadium (the 
Carolina Panthers’ home in 
Charlotte) and the volume 
of plants covers nearly 35 
acres.”

FEMA’s Public 
Assistance Program is cost-
shared, with the federal 
government covering 75% 
of eligible costs while the 
state picks up the remain-
ing 25%.

Of the $18 million, 
FEMA will pay nearly $14 
million and the state will 
kick in more than $4.6 
million, according to the 
release. 

Greg Rudolph, manag-
er of the Carteret County 
Shore Protection Office, 
said Friday he was “tick-
led pink” by the FEMA 
announcement, which 
will make it much eas-
ier to afford the planned 

BY BRAD RICH
NEWS-TIMES

CEDAR POINT 
— The N.C. Clean Water 
Management Trust Fund 
awarded the town a 
$1,011,756 grant Friday to 
help pay for 56 acres of 
land it purchased in April 
for a park along the White 
Oak River.

The town worked with 
the N.C. Coastal Federation 
to get the grant from the 
state organization, which 
gives nonprofits and local 
governments money for 
projects and acquisitions 
that protect or enhance 
water quality.

The Cedar Point grant 
was one of the largest of 
the 34 the CWMTF board 
approved in a 2019 package 
that totaled more than $14 
million.

The CWMTF was estab-
lished by the state General 
Assembly in 1996 as a non-
regulatory organization. It 
receives money from annual 
appropriations by the legis-
lature and the sale of scenic 
river license plates.

Mayor Scott Hatsell 
said Saturday he was 
“floored” when he got 
the news.

“I’ve always thought 
this project was deserving, 
and it helped to have the 
Coastal Federation working 
with us,” he said. “But you 
never know what the people 
who control this money are 
thinking, what they think 
is worthy. Evidently they 
were thinking right, and 
we’re very grateful.

“I’m excited, really 
pumped, and so is Jayne 
(Calhoun, town clerk and 
interim town administra-
tor who worked on the 
grant application),” Mayor 
Hatsell, an avid kayaker 
and hiker, added. “We real-
ly want to get the water 
(adjacent to the property) 

See Sand / Page 4A

See Clubs / Page 2A

See Year / Page 5A

See $1M / Page 4A

Ride honors first
responders, Snyder

BY CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

MOREHEAD CITY 
— Hundreds of motor-
c y c l i s t s 
and car 
e n t h u s i -
asts joined 
Saturday 
to honor 
the fallen 
heroes of 
the Sept. 
11, 2001, 
t e r r o r i s t 
a t t a c k s 
during the 
Morehead 
City-Beaufort Elks Lodge 

‘We knew we had 
to do this so people 
will never forget what 
happened 18 years 
ago.’               

— Kent Neil,
event co-chairman

9/11 Memorial Ride.
This year’s ride was 

also dedicated to the mem-
ory of the late Atlantic 

Beach Fire Chief Adam 
Snyder, who died March 
11. Chief Snyder was part 
of the Atlantic Beach Pipes 

and Drums 
that played 
for the annual 
ceremony.

The event 
was origi-
nally sched-
uled for Sept. 
7, but had to 
be postponed 
because of 
H u r r i c a n e 
Dorian.

The post-
ponement didn’t affect the 
numbers and enthusiasm of 
those who showed up to pay 
tribute by riding through 

See Ride / Page 2A
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