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POLL
QUESTION

Will you take the 
COVID-19 vaccine? 

To VOTE, go online to 
carolinacoastonline.com

To see more on this question, pick up 
Sunday’s edition of the 

Carteret County News-Times.

?

Joseph Williams, Hertford
Phillip Catapano, Morehead City
Kenneth Guist, Durham
Wayne Willis, Harkers Island
Jay Ellingsworth, Atlantic Beach
Richard Brown, Wilmington

William Harden Jr., Newport
Mark Godette Sr., Newport
Don Gould, Beaufort
Lacy Henry, Atlantic Beach
Ricky Johnson, Carteret County
Frank Pane III, Newport

MOREHEAD CITY

CARTERET COUNTY BEAUFORT

STAFF REPORT
Health offi cials reported 66 

new confi rmed cases of CO-
VID-19 Thursday, the same 
day Carteret Health Care in 
Morehead City began ad-
ministering the Pfi zer vac-
cine to frontline workers. 

As of the latest update 
from the Carteret County 
Health Department, 
there were 401 known 
active cases of COVID-
19 in the county, up by 
one from Wednesday. 

Hospitalizations at 
CHC fell by one per-
son to 15 as of Thursday. 
Wednesday’s 16 reported 
hospitalizations was a record high. 

To date, offi cials confi rm there 
have been 2,523 known cases 
since the onset of the pandemic, 
with 2,098 people considered 
recovered and 24 deaths. 

The hospital’s 975 doses 
of the vaccine, which arrived 
Thursday morning, will go to 
health care workers, offi cials 
said. The health department 
said it expects its fi rst round of 
the shots next week, with priority 
for health care workers and staff 
and residents of long-term care 
facilities. 

Offi cials continue to stress the 
importance of prevention mea-
sures, namely wearing a mask, 
staying home or social distanc-
ing when out in public and 
frequently washing hands and 
surfaces. 

Testing is available in Carteret 
County. To fi nd a site, visit co-
vid19.ncdhhs.gov/about-covid-
19/testing/fi nd-my-testing-place.

County reports 
66 new cases 
of COVID-19

Sunday 
Dec. 20

Monday
Dec. 21

Tuesday 
Dec. 22

Wednesday 
Dec. 23

Low 5:35 a.m. 6:38 a.m. 7:44 a.m. 8:48 a.m.
6:31 p.m. 7:22 p.m. 8:11 p.m. 8:56 p.m.

High 11:59 a.m. 12:39 a.m. 1:39 a.m. 2:36 a.m
-------- 12:53 p.m. 1:48 p.m. 2:43 p.m.

CHERYL BURKE
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Citing concerns over a predicted spike in CO-
VID-19 cases following the Christmas holidays, 
the Carteret County Board of Education voted 
Wednesday to have students switch to remote 
virtual learning Wednesday, Jan. 6 through Friday, 
Jan. 15 after returning from holiday break.

“We were told the week of Jan. 6 and 11th is 
when we will see a spike,” Superintendent Dr. 
Rob Jackson said during the emergency called 
meeting Wednesday in the school system’s central 
offi ce. “As allowed by the governor, after talking 
with the principals, the cabinet staff, working with 
the health director and school nurses, it is my rec-
ommendation that we move to 100 percent remote 
learning from Jan. 6-15 and return (Tuesday) Jan. 
19 to the plan as we are now.”

The school district’s current calendar has 
elementary students attending in person fi ve days 
a week, with middle and high school students 
attending two days in person and three days virtu-
ally.

The board approved the proposal by a 5-2 vote, 
with members Travis Day and Kathryn Chadwick 
opposing the idea. Board member John McLean 
made the motion to approve the measure, with 
Dennis Goodwin providing a second. Also voting 
for the idea was Chairperson Clark Jenkins, Brit-
tany Wheatly and Katie Statler.

Mr. Day voted against the suggestion, citing 
concerns about families struggling with childcare 
issues and a loss of in-person instruction time.

Ms. Chadwick also said she worried about 
childcare for families, as well as making sure 
students have adequate food after the long break, 
which begins Monday and goes through Tuesday, 
Jan. 5.

Schoolsplantemporaryswitchtoremotelearning

“We have been reporting numbers for 18 weeks, and six of 
those weeks we have had 0 or 1 case. The week after 

Thanksgiving, we had seven cases. The following week we 
had 21 cases. This week, we’ve already had six cases so far.”

- Superintendent Dr. Rob Jackson

 

Confi rmed positive cases of 
school employees since Aug.
u Elementary - 33
u Middle - 12
u High - 13
Total - 58

Confi rmed positive cases of 
students since August
u Elementary - 14
u Middle - 10
u High - 35
Total - 59
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11/30
12/07
12/14

Weekly school-affected cases
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 - 12
- 1
- 7

 - 21
 - 10

THANKSGIVING

“We’re already putting a big burden on families and 
there are people who don’t have jobs. Where does the 
food factor in?” Ms. Chadwick said.

Dr. Jackson said the school system was planning a 
food distribution for pre-registered families Saturday 
at the three high schools. Families will receive enough 
meals to last through the holidays. He added that the 
school system was already looking at providing meals to 
families during the remote learning days after the break.

“We’re still working out how that will happen, but we 
will make it happen,” Dr. Jackson said.

Other board members, like Ms. Wheatly, said she 
would rather err on the side of safety for students and 
school personnel.

“I would rather be really safe than push it and not be 
able to go back to class later on,” she said.

During his presentation, Dr. Jackson shared that the 

Carteret County Schools Superintendent Dr. Rob Jackson pres-
ents his plan Wednesday to have students attend remotely 
Jan. 6-15 following Christmas break due to a predicted spike 
in COVID-19 cases. (Cheryl Burke photo)

See SCHOOLS Page 9A
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On Thursday afternoon, 
inside an unassuming auxil-
iary building off of Bridges 
Street, the fi rst doses of 
Pfi zer’s COVID-19 vaccine 
were administered to front-
line workers at Carteret 
Health Care.

“I feel great, fantastic, 
I’m very excited,” Dr. Ni-
cole D’Andrea, an OBGYN 
physician at CHC, said 
after she became the fi rst 
person in Carteret County 
to offi cially receive the 
vaccine. 

The room erupted into 
cheers as the fi rst shots 
were administered, and 
some people became 
overwhelmed with emotion 
as they sat down to receive 
theirs.     

“It’s been hard because 
everybody in the entire 
community, in the state, in 
the country, in the world, 
all of our lives have been 
affected by this, and now 
it’s time to pull together 
as a group and start get-
ting back to normal,” Dr. 
D’Andrea said.

After receiving the shot, 
the fi rst of two required for 
the vaccine to be effective, 
workers were directed to 
an observation room where 
they waited for about 15 
minutes to make sure there 
were no adverse reactions.   

Michelle Lee, commu-
nity relations marketing di-
rector for CHC, said about 
20 employees were given 
the vaccine Thursday as a 
sort of “trial run,” with the 
hospital planning to host 

a full-scale vaccine clinic 
Friday. Based on guidelines 
issued by the Centers for 
Disease Control and Pre-
vention and N.C. Depart-
ment of Health and Human 
Services, frontline workers, 
like those who have direct 
contact with patients, will 
receive the vaccine fi rst, 
followed by those in lower-
risk settings.

CHC received an initial 
shipment Thursday morn-
ing with 975 doses of the 
Pfi zer-BioNTeach vaccine, 
for which the U.S. Food 
and Drug Administration 
granted emergency use 
authorization Dec. 11. CHC 
President and CEO Harvey 
Case told the News-Times 
it was a massive effort 

Carteret Health Care begins administering COVID-19 vaccines to staff

Carteret Health Care nurse Christine Spivey, right, administers the fi rst dose of the Pfi zer COVID-19 
vaccine in Carteret County to Dr. Nicole D’Andrea Thursday afternoon at a hospital auxiliary build-
ing in Morehead City. (Elise Clouser photo)See VACCINE Page 9A
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