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INSIDE TIDES DEATHS

Covered By a Quilt of Love
CARTERET COUNTY

Ü 1B

Wednesday 
Feb. 17

Thursday 
Feb. 18

Friday 
Feb. 19

Saturday 
Feb. 20

Sunday 
Feb. 21

Low 5:17 a.m. 6:09 a.m. 7:07 a.m. 8:12 a.m. 9:17 a.m.
5:21 p.m. 6:01 p.m. 6:48 p.m. 7:42 p.m. 8:42 p.m.

High 11:14 a.m 11:57 a.m. 12:37 a.m. 1:33 a.m 2:34 a.m

11:48 p.m -------- 12:47 p.m. 1:45 p.m 2:49 p.m.

POLL
QUESTION

What are your  thoughts on 
Big Tech censorship? 

To VOTE, go online to 
carolinacoastonline.com

To see more on this question, pick up 
Sunday’s edition of the 

Carteret County News-Times.

?
CAPE CARTERET

CARTERET COUNTY

STAFF REPORT
Health offi cials reported 

Monday there have been 45 
additional COVID-19 cases 
confi rmed in Carteret County 
since Friday, though the num-
ber of active cases declined by 
75.

The latest confi rmed cases 
bring Carteret’s overall total to 
4,227 cases since last March, 
of which 141 are active and 
4,086 are recovered. The 
health department has con-
fi rmed 42 deaths related to 
COVID-19, the disease caused 
by the novel coronavirus.

Carteret Health Care in 
Morehead City reported eight 
COVID-related hospitalizations 
Monday, the same number as 
before the weekend. 

The hospital and County 
Health Department also con-
tinue their partnership to 
vaccinate residents above the 
age 65. To be placed on the 
county’s waitlist, visit carteret-
countync.gov/vaccine.

Carteret reports decrease 
in active COVID-19 cases

MOREHEAD CITY

Bruce Thomason, Swansboro
Margaret Poole, Swansboro
Myra Johnston, Newport
Helen Clemenic, Havelock
Calvin Webster Sr., Newport
Ernest Lewis Sr., Morehead City
Marcella Willis, Williston
Bessie Huneycutt, Gloucester
Kurtis Lutz, Bettie
Michael Chadwick Sr., Newport
Frances Nelson, Scotland Neck

Shirley Whitmoyer, Elizabethtown, Pa.
Jason Gray, Morehead City
Thomas Potter Sr., Morehead City
Richard Lewis Jr., Newport
Doris Boone, Marshallberg
Denis Bychowski, Morehead City
Shirley McNeil, Havelock
Bobby Guthrie Sr., Harkers Island
Clayburn Murphy, Stacy
Robert Shannon, Havelock

See CLINIC Page 5A

See PLANNING Page 5A

Crews put out small fire 
at Fisherman’s Inn 

First responders Saturday 
morning stopped a fi re from 
spreading at Fisherman’s Inn 
on the Atlantic Beach Cause-
way. 

Ü 2A

ATLANTIC BEACH

BRAD RICH
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As the result of action by town commis-
sioners during their virtual meeting Feb. 
8, longtime Cape Carteret Planning Board 
Chairperson John Ritchie and long-serving 
member Paxon Holz are off the advisory 
panel.

Two other members are gone, and four 
new residents have been appointed.

The board also adopted an ordinance 
amendment to implement staggered terms. 
Town Manager Zach Steffey said during the 
meeting the town’s charter has always called 
for staggered terms to prevent full board 
turnover.

“I was told that if I applied, I would not 
be reappointed,” Mr. Ritchie told the News-
Times Thursday. He would not say who told 
him that but said Commissioner Mike King 
has been trying to “get control” of planning 
for a long time, a charge Mr. King denies.

Mr. Ritchie said he will run for the board 
of commissioners in November.

Ms. Holz, until last week vice chairper-

son of the planning board, 
declined to comment.

In an email Friday, Mr. 
King said he was not the 
only commissioner who 
wanted change to bring 
in residents who have 
expressed willingness to 
serve, but haven’t had 
many opportunities because 
commissioners repeatedly 

reappointed members without signifi cant 
discussion.

“In January, discussion was held regard-
ing the role of the Planning Board going 
forward and the fact that six of the eight 
members (including alternates) were over-
due for reappointment,” he said in the email. 
“The Town notifi ed all existing members ... 
to submit applications.” 

Ten applications were received, of which 
eight were from new residents. 

Mr. Ritchie said he didn’t think exist-
ing members should have been required to 
submit new applications.

Mr. King, in his email, 
also said the planning 
board met only seven of 12 
months in 2020 and was not 
represented at the monthly 
commission meetings. Some 
of those planning board 
meetings were canceled 
because of a lack of agenda 
items, according to public 
notices. 

Town Manager Zach Steffey attends 
the planning board meetings and gives its 
report to the town commission at the latter’s 
monthly meetings.  

Mr. Ritchie said another reason he didn’t 
apply for reappointment is that when mem-
ber Dennis Cox resigned because of health 
issues, the commissioners chose not to el-
evate one of the planning board alternates to 
his post, subverting what he called decades 
of tradition. The idea, he said, has long been 
that you get on as an alternate, attend and 

Cape Carteret commission shakes up planning 
board, appoints 4 new members to panel

KING RITCHIE

CHERYL BURKE
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MOREHEAD CITY —The 
old Kmart store on Arendell 
Street has opened back up for 
a new kind of business — CO-
VID-19 vaccination clinics.

Carteret County health of-
fi cials hosted the fi rst vaccine 
clinic in the spacious building 
Friday, and Emergency Services 
Director Stephen Rea said there 
will be many more to come.

“This is a perfect location be-
cause most people know where 
it is,” he said. “It’s got good 
entrances and exits. It has plenty 
of space and parking and we can 
leave everything set up for the 
next clinic.”

He admitted “there were a 
few hiccups” when they fi rst 
opened the doors to begin the 
clinic, but once volunteers 
and workers sorted things out, 
“everything has gone very 
smoothly. It was just us getting 
into a new facility and learning 
our facility. It will be smooth the 
rest of the time.”

The county is leasing the 
building for $5,000 per month 
to host the clinics, which are by 
appointment only.

Mr. Rea said 640 fi rst doses 
were given Friday, and those 
receiving vaccines will come 
back for their second dose in 
four weeks.

He added that those who had 

already received their fi rst doses 
prior to Friday at other loca-
tions should still report to their 
original locations for the second 
dose. Other locations for clinics 
have been the County Health 
Department, Carteret Health 
Care and Newport Middle 
School.

“Once we get all of those 

second doses taken care of we 
will be doing all of our clinics at 
Kmart,” he said.

Michael Soucie, vice presi-
dent for clinical support services 
at CHC, agreed Kmart provided 
a great location.

“It’s large and offers good 
air fl ow,” he said. “It’s good 
because we can leave everything 
set up and if the vaccine supply 
becomes more plentiful we have 
plenty of room here to expand.”

Those receiving vaccines said 
they liked the new location and 
were pleased with the process. 

“It has been wonderful,” 
Donna Sasser, 65, of Newport, 
said. “Everything has been so 
effi cient. It’s very organized.”

There were many volunteers 
assisting county employees at 
the various stations set up to 
help people through the check-
in and vaccination process. 
Retired pharmacist Dan Eudy 
was among those administering 
vaccinations.

CountyhostsfirstCOVID-19vaccination
clinicinformerKmartbuilding

A Carteret County resident receives a COVID-19 vaccination Friday during a clinic in the old Kmart building in Morehead City. (Cheryl Burke photo)

Carteret County health care workers and volunteers check in residents 
Friday during a COVID-19 vaccination clinic in the old Kmart building in 
Morehead City. (Cheryl Burke photo)

‘VERY SMOOTHLY’

West Carteret puts boot 
on Swansboro

The West Carteret boys soc-
cer team captured its fi rst win 
over Swansboro since 2014 on 
Monday.

Jordan Alexio scored the 
game-winner in the sixth min-
ute of the match off an assist 
from Rob Cummings to break 
a nine-game losing streak to 
the Pirates and vault the Patri-
ots to 2-2 overall and 2-1 in 
the 3A Coastal Conference.
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