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Mother, son dead in 
apparent planned 
murder-suicide
STAFF REPORT

NEWPORT — The Carteret 
County Sheriff’s Office is 
investigating a shooting that 
occurred in a vehicle on Sam 
Hatcher Road and Nine Mile 
Road in Newport Friday.

According to a release from 
the Carteret County Sheriff’s 
Office, deputies were called 
to do a welfare check at a 
residence located at 563 Gales 
Creek Road in Newport shortly 
after 5 a.m. Friday. When depu-
ties arrived, they did not find 
anyone in the residence. 

A short time later, deputies 
located a vehicle belonging to 
the homeowner parked on Sam 
Hatcher Road and Nine Mile 
Road.

Detectives said 55-year-old 
Mark Andrew Muench and his 
79-year-old mother Catherine 
Howard Muench were found 
inside the vehicle with gunshot 
wounds to the head. Both were 
pronounced dead at the scene.

“The driver of the vehicle was 
in possession of a handgun and 
a suicide note with an identifi-
cation card that was attached to 
his chest,” Detective Sgt. Greg 
Mason said.

A preliminary investigation 
has revealed the act was a pre-
planned murder-suicide and 
Ms. Muench was a willing par-
ticipant. The scene indicated Mr. 
Muench shot his mother as she 
sat in the passenger seat and 
then turned the gun on himself.

The investigation is ongoing, 
and no further details are avail-
able at this time.

NEWPORT

No tax hike in proposed  
Emerald Isle budget

Commissioners expressed 
general satisfaction Tuesday 
night with Town Manager Matt 
Zapp’s proposed $11.5 million 
fiscal 2020-21 budget, which 
calls for no increase in the 
property tax rate of 15.5 cents 
per $100 of assessed value.

Of the total, $10.9 million 
is for the general, or operat-
ing, fund. That’s an increase of 
0.87% over the budget adopted 
for 2019-20, which expires 
Tuesday, June 30. The total 
proposed budget is an increase 
of about 1% over 2019-20. It 
would go into effect Wednes-
day, July 1.
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Patrick Driggers, Newport
Ronald Montgomery, Swansboro
Dorothy Riggs, Newport
Sherry Marino, Newport
Lura Livingston, Newport
Ruth Mottolo, Carteret County
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Sunday 
May 17

Monday 
May 18

Tuesday 
May 19

Wednesday 
May 20

Low 11:05 a.m. 11:43 a.m. 12:24 a.m. 1:07 a.m.
11:37 p.m. -------- 12:18 p.m. 12:52 p.m.

High 4:47 a.m. 5:33 a.m. 6:15 a.m. 6:55 a.m
5:26 p.m. 6:07 p.m. 6:45 p.m. 7:21 p.m.

POLL
QUESTION

Do you agree with the 
stipulation that in order to 
reopen, restaurants must 
“create a daily log of cus-
tomers and maintain that 
daily log for 30 days, includ-
ing telephone/email contact 
information and time in?

To VOTE, go online to 
carolinacoastonline.com

To see more on this question, pick up 
Sunday’s edition of the  

Carteret County News-Times.

?

‘Everything is back’
CoreSound
Waterfowl
Museum
&Heritage
Centersetto
reopenFriday

BY ELISE CLOUSER
NEWS-TIMES

CARTERET COUNTY — Though the 
novel coronavirus pandemic has dealt a blow 
to the tourism industry worldwide, local of-
ficials are hopeful the Crystal Coast can still 
pull off a successful summer tourism season. 

“We’re looking forward to summer, I 
think everybody is,” Crystal Coast Tourism 
Development Authority Executive Director 
Jim Browder told the News-Times recently.

Occupancy tax collections for the month 
of March were down 51% compared to 

March 2019, which Mr. Browder said was 
“expected” given the circumstances. He 
expects April’s figures to be “a bit worse 
than that.”

But May could be a turning point for tour-
ism as travel restrictions and stay-at-home 
orders gradually ease. Carteret County re-
cently lifted a ban on the short-term rental of 
hotel and motel rooms, vacation rentals and 
condominiums, campsites and other tempo-
rary lodgings. Mr. Browder said since then, 

PINE KNOLL SHORES

See Jones / Pg 12A

MIKE SHUTAK
NEWS-TIMES

PINE KNOLL SHORES 
— The town has lost a long-
standing civil servant. Mayor 
Ken Jones, remembered as an 
enthusiastic champion for Pine 
Knoll Shores and the Crystal 
Coast, died Thursday at his 
home. He was 61 years old.

Town staff issued a release 
shortly after noon Thursday an-
nouncing the mayor’s death.

He is survived by his mother, 
Grace Jones, and special friend, 
Raymonda Ibrahim. 

A private Mass is set for 
Wednesday at St. Egbert Catho-
lic Church in Morehead City. 
The town of Pine Knoll Shores is 
also planning a celebration of his 
life and service, set for Thursday. 
Munden Funeral Home of More-
head City is handling arrange-
ments. His full obituary can be 
found on Page 3A.

“Mayor Jones served the town 
of Pine Knoll Shores for many 
years in multiple capacities and 
will be deeply missed,” Assistant 
Town Manager Julie Anderson 
said in the announcement. In a 
phone interview with the News-

Ken Jones, Pine Knoll Shores mayor, dies

Times, Ms. Anderson said the 
mayor’s death was “shocking to 
everyone.” 

No further details on his 
death have been released.

Just prior to his death, Mayor 

Jones had presided over the 
regular town board of commis-
sioner’s meeting Wednesday 
evening. Commissioner Ted 
Goetzinger said Thursday he’d 
sat next to the mayor that night. 

“Ken seemed as happy as he’s 
ever been,” Mr. Goetzinger said. 
“I’ve known Ken for 25 years. 
Five years ago, he was instru-
mental in getting me to run again 
(for reelection).” 

Mr. Goetzinger said he’s 
never “seen anyone as beloved 
as Ken was.” 

“He was a champion of a lot 
of things in this town,” the com-
missioner said. “Ken never met 
a microphone he didn’t like. He 
had a wicked sense of humor.” 

Mr. Goetzinger said two of 
Mayor Jones’ strong suits were 
how much residents loved him 
and how much he cared for Pine 
Knoll Shores. 

“He really pushed volunteer-
ism and praised the town staff,” 
the commissioner continued. 
“The town’s going to go on, 
(but) there’s going to be a void 
for a long time.” 

Mayor Jones had served 
for more than decade and was 
reelected in 2019 for his latest 
term. In 2012, he was a Re-
publican candidate for the N.C. 
Senate.

Pine Knoll Shores Mayor Ken Jones takes his oath of office December 
2019; the mayor died early Thursday in his home. (Mike Shutak photo)
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The Crystal Coast Visitor Center in Morehead City welcomes visitors to Carteret County. (Elise Clouser photo)

North Carolina Tourism Facts
u Domestic travelers spent a record 

$25.3 billion in 2018, up from $23.9 billion 
in 2017. That’s an increase of 5.6 percent.
u Visitors to North Carolina generated 

about $3.9 billion in federal, state and local 
taxes in 2018. That total represents a 4.8 
percent increase from 2017.
u State tax receipts as a result of visitor 

spending rose 4.7 percent to more than 
$1.28 billion in 2018.
u Local tax receipts from visitor spending 

grew 4.9 percent to $774.6 million.
u Direct tourism employment in North 

Carolina increased 2.2 percent to 230,560.
u Direct tourism payroll increased 5.3 

percent to more than $6.3 billion.
u Visitors spend more than $69 million 

per day in North Carolina. That spending 
adds $5.64 million per day to state and lo-
cal tax revenues (about $3.5 million in state 
taxes and $2.1 million in local taxes).
u Each North Carolina household saves 

on average $532 in state and local taxes 
as a direct result of visitor spending in the 
state.
u More than 45,000 businesses in North 

Carolina directly provide products and 
services to travelers, with travelers directly 
contributing more than 26 percent to their 
total products and services.
u North Carolina hosted over 51 million 

visitors in 2018.
*Statistics from 2018

“}
”JIM BROWDER, CRYSTAL COAST TOURISM  

DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

OBVIOUSLY, WE ARE SAYING WE’RE OPEN, BUT THE EMPHASIS 
IS MORE OF A ‘WELCOME BACK’ BECAUSE WE DO UNDERSTAND 
THAT WE HAVE A LOT OF SMALL BUSINESS OWNERS WHO ARE 
NOT YET OPERATING, BUT ARE IN THAT PROCESS OF  
OPERATING AND OPENING BACK UP.

See Tourism / Pg 12A

Looking forward  
toSummer

Roger Hoggard Jr., Morehead City
Kendall Jones, Pine Knoll Shores
Don Green, Newport
Arland Bell, Havelock
John Jenkins III, Morehead City
Merlin Lewis, Morehead City
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