
The weekend weather 
will be mostly sunny with 
highs in the low-60s and 
lows in the mid-40s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by 
Brynleigh Nelson, a 
student in Christina 
Barnes’s first grade 
class at Queens Creek 
Elementary School.
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The News-Times is inside!

• Rain fails to dampen town event

• Classifieds, editorials, letters, 

obituaries and Dr. Bogus are in the N-T

In today’s Tideland News ...

Swansboro resident to file for sheriff, Page 2

Veterans catch with ‘Keeping It Reel,’ Page 9

SHS golfer tops loop for third time, Page 11

Dusty Rhodes, right, and his wife 
Ashley chat with Jeffrey Conaway, 

left, after election results were read 
on Nov. 2. (Jimmy Williams photo)

Davis aims to smooth rough edges

Commentary

Veterans Day 

is celebrated 

in relatively 

peaceful time
By Joseph Reagan

On Nov. 11, 1918, 
Ralph Lindsey wrote from 
his hospital bed in France, 
“Armistice signed at 11 
o’clock. Grand celebra-
tion all over France. War is 
at last over and I am still 
alive!” Later in life if you 
asked him about the scars 
on his chest he would sim-
ply respond with a shrug 
and say, “I zigged when I 
should have zagged.” Ralph 
was my Great Grandfather, 
and now, nearly 103 years 
after he wrote those words 
our nation once again 
finds ourselves celebrating 

the contributions of our 
Veterans during a period 
where their sacrifices may 
be less visible than they 
have during the past 20 
years of war.

After returning from 
WW1, like many others 
from his unit, he found 
tremendous success, he 
took over the family busi-
ness, and raised a family. 
His friends H.A. Durkee 
and Fred Mower, both for-
mer Infantrymen, started 
a small company based 
on a unique marshmallow 
confection. Another from 

Descdendants 

form chapter

By Zack Nally

Danny Hilton of Hubert is sending 
the call out to his community as he seeks 
members for the new Jacksonville area-
based Sons of the American Revolution 
chapter.

The nonprofit organization is open 
any man who is a lineal descendant of 
an ancestor who supported the war for 
American independence.

Right now, Hilton has six members 
on the list, including himself. A chapter 
needs 10 members for an approved char-
ter from the organization. He already has 
nine more potential members in the mix, 
but he knows there are more in the area 
that could fit the criteria.

“We are a male heritage organiza-
tion,” Hilton said. “You must be able to 
trace your lineage to your ancestors who 
supported the cause of the American 
Revolution.”

Membership is open to descendants 

(See VETERANS, page �)(See DESCENDANTS, page �)

Holiday 

schedule
Thursday, Nov. 11, is 

Veterans Day and it will 
be a holiday for many 
agencies and businesses.

Swansboro Town 
Hall and Swansboro 
Parks and Recreation 
will be closed on 
Thursday.

Onslow County 
offices and the county 
landfill will be closed on 
Thursday.

The Swansboro ABC 
Store will be open for 
business.

Financial institutions 
will be closed for the 
day as will the U.S. Post 
Office in Swansboro.
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By Jimmy Williams

With John Davis’s 
reelection as mayor, seri-
ous discussion is ahead for 
the Swansboro Board of 
Commissioners.

Suffice it to say there 
was very little goodwill 
between Davis, first elected 
in 2017, and four of the 
five sitting commissioners, 
one of whom chose not to 
seek reelection. But the 
ill-will did not stop there, 
of the five 2021 candidates 
for commissioner, four 
reportedly supported Dusty 
Rhodes for mayor, Davis’s 
opponent in the election on 
Tuesday, Nov. 2.

On top of that, a 
Facebook post by Mayor 
Pro-Tem Frank Tursi on 
Oct. 30 blasted Davis and 
cited several examples of 
how Davis’s leadership 
style has hurt staff morale 
and undermined board 
authority. (See related 
item.)

Nonetheless, with his 
win over Rhodes, Davis can 
look forward to four years 
of presiding over the town 
commission. He is not dis-
mayed.

“I know I can work with 
this board,” Davis said in 
the moments after election 
results were announced by 
Deborah Styron, chief judge 
of the Swansboro Precinct, 
on the evening of Nov. 2.

Standing in the park-
ing lot of the Rotary Civic 
Center, the Swansboro 
Precinct 1 polling place, 
Davis – after offering his 
congratulations to the other 
candidates – expressed his 
appreciation to the voters.

“I’m very thankful to 
the people, all of my sup-
porters,” he said.

Davis also said he hopes 
to bring some decorum 
back to the boardroom.

“Our town does not 
need the nastiness and the 

American Revolution

Danny Hilton

(See VOTERS, page �)

Town manager search over
By Jimmy Williams

The search for Swansboro’s 
new town manager is over before 
it started.

Paula Webb, assistant town 
manager and town clerk, currently 

serving as interim manager, will be 
losing the interim from her job title 
in two weeks.

When they met on Monday, 
Nov. 8, commissioners were 
prepared to begin the process of 
finding a replacement for Chris 

Seaberg, who resigned in October. 
However, as the panel was about 
to adopt the agenda, Commissioner 
Frank Tursi asked for it to be 
amended.

The meeting took place online 
utilizing the Zoom platform.

Tursi citied the fact that 
Commissioner Laurent Meilleur, 
participating online, was out of the 
country in a drastically different 
time zone.

Downtown Swansboro 
will be closed to vehicular 
traffic on Saturday evening 
as the downtown mer-
chants host Swansboro by 
Candlelight, 5-9 p.m.

Festivities include 
Swansboro Dance Studio 
performing excerpts from 
“The Nutcracker” at 5 
p.m., the town Christmas 
tree lighting at 6 p.m., live 
music and wine tastings 
and refreshments at various 
downtown shops.

Candlelight!

(See WEBB, page 10)

http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=60S&uuid=20139448-6011-5e60-b31f-73ed39c4e7c1

